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RUSSIA CANNOT REMAIN COMMURIUTIC, IF WORKERS
ELSENHERE DO NOT AID - TROTZEKY

Former Leader Guarded in Exile

on Trotzky
E 11%%"5015.% Leader,
n an interview with
Zlbert %!faﬁo§a

It was my good fortune to spend thres weeks with
Leon Devidowich Trotzky.

FPor this privilege I was willing to travel the six
thousand miles from New York City to Turkey. rrom
Istanbul, I made the last lap im a little steemer that
sailed out Of the Golden Horn to the island of Buyuk Ade
(Prinkipo) in the Sea of ifarmora.

There, fecing the sea, surrounded by a high wall, was
the house of Trotzky.

I went to the gate. A swarthy Turkish speciasl officer
harresd my way.

The illusion of "vacation* at once evaporasted. This
was not "vecation,” but exile, and not only exile, but
jsil. The prisoner could walk about, he eould taske hie
boat and fish, but always with the officers at his side.

Trotzky rents a large, pleasant tno-2toried house.
On the ground floor are the living quarters of those conm-
redes who aid him, and of the eock, & pleasant German
women. Above are the guarters of his immediate family
(ineluding his wife and grandson) and his office, lidrary
and study.

I was taken into the study where Trotzky was working
on the second volume of his “History of the Fussian Revolu-

tion." vhat I saw was a strongly-built, stocky, medium-
siged figure of 53 or #0.

Exile apperently has not withered his strength, even
though the elimate has given him the malaria from whieh
he suffered intensely in hot weather and though he iz on
a digt due to stomach trouble.

KYES 8HAF
Trotzky Is Combination of Grace and Strength

His femiliar thick mene of hair, formerly Jet black,
is now streaked with gray. But his eyes still snep behind

the
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the thick glassges, and his Tirm features hold all their
aggressiveness. The strong, well-shaped hands, broad
baock, graceful earriage, healthy, glowing Senned skin, the
brilliant smile that illumines all his features, every-
thing about Trotzky suggests a combination of grace and
strength, of brilliance and reserve, of biting humor

and relentless determination.

He specks slowly an¢ decisively, 1ike his written style,
oompast with thought, and scintillating with striking
rhrases. "The style is the man” indeed.

Trotzky showed e tremendoue catholicity of views,
We talked of Chine, Indla, Germany, Itely, Spain, imerics,
Ruseia, the Wegro question, the labor party question in
America, the world economic crisis, the prersonsl traits
of the leading zotors on the Furopean political stage
today, literature, military tactics; on all these questions
Trotzky showed himself a broadly informed man with
unusual penetration. I asked him:

*¥het do you think of the Germen =ituation?

"To me, Trotzky replied, "Cermany is the key to the
internstionsel eituation. Let us look at the Zast - Japan
will not atteck Russia immedimtely. 1In Asia things go
more slowly. Japen will have her hands full for a while
with ¥enchuria, which ean well become for her what
*0oroeco was to the Spenish dynasty.

"Besides, Japan has far too much respect for the new
Red Army of Russia to try wer without a guarenty from the
West.

"The West is decisivec. If the world f{e to turn
Communist it must come from the contradicetions in the
¥est. And the key to the %est, to furope, lies in
Germany."

"In the face of these conditions, it ie disturbing
to find that all working elass revolutione in Germany have
been defeated, that the Communist party does not grow,
and, to eap it all, a great growth of Fascimm is teking
place under the direction of Hitler's Nazis,"

"%hat do you eonsider the reamn for this growth of
Fascism? I asked. "Ané whet will become of ito"

"Hitler in power signiriia the sotual massscre of the
Communistes and their virtuel elimination, together with
the destruction of the Cermen trade unions.

"8uch developments cut down the Communist parties
everywhere. They remove the greatest obstacle to a world
war against Soviet Russia - namely, the resistance of the
organized international working class.

PREDICTS
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PRELICTS
United Statez~-Soviet Confliot

*Soviot Russia eannot remain indefinitely Communist
if the workers elsewhere cannot aid it, despite the inter-
nal strength of Russia, fortified by the five-year plan.™

I questioned Trotzky as to his opinions on imerica.

"imerice,” he seid, "ie the great ressrve of world
capitalism. The United States is the very santitbesis of
tho “oviet Uniom end sooner or leater these two titans
must come to & life-and-death grip.

"This, of ecourse¢, does not prevent them from having
many things temporarily in eommon, as the hostility to
Japan's ¥snchurien adventure, the absence of both the
inited States and the Soviet Union from the Lesgue of
Nations, and the trade and technical relations dbetween
imerics and Russia showed.

"For Americs has to fight not only Russia, dut the
British Fmpire and the attempt to organize & United States
of Turops against the power of imerioa. As ospitalist
Europe hed striven to 'Americanize'’ itself industrially,
50 Amerier will beocome ‘'Ruropeanized’' politicelly.”

"and what chanoe iz there for a strong Communist
party in the U. S, A.?7" I queried.

"There is no doudbt in my mind,” was his enswer, "thet
now in the United Stetes eless lines will have to be openly
recognized and a mass workers' party emerge.

CRULE
S0 Trotzky Characterizes U, S. Communist Party

"%hether euch e party will take the form of a labor
party, in the English sense, or the mass growth of e
Sooialist or Communiest party or scme unique combdbinetion,
it is 4ifficult to say, but it is quite certain that
whether in the worst period of the orisis, or when a
possible upturn takes place, such a class polities will
srise. .

"But your Soeialist and Communist movements are the
worst of any,™ he exclaimed, "There is no 5oeialist party
80 corrupt as the Americsn one, no Communist party so orude
as the Commumist party of the United States, and no 'Right
iing' group of Communists 50 orassly opportunist es the
American. But the leaders of these elements will be pushed
aside by the virile working oclassa movements that are
bound to arise.

*Should & labor party dbe organized by such a sponta-
neously arising working oclass movement it is the duty of
the Communists, even if they have to join it, eonstantly
to eriticize it end expose itz limitedness.

"0n
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*On no sooount muet the Communists help to organize
2 Labor party, but must builld e Communist party in
oppoeitioen to it."

It is evident that Trotzky's years of exile and
imprisonment have not impeired him in the least. I
have seen hi: at work from early morning till late at
night. e have gone filshing together at 3 in the morn-
ing and T have seen him retire the same evening only at
11 or 12 o'clook.

Fishing now 1s his grest hobby. 4sné to figh with
Trotzky 12 in itself great sport.

To watoh him cunningly oreep up on the places where
he thought fish might sbounc and deftly spread the nets
around, to see him seize the rocke previously collected
in the boat end hurl them in the weter, driving the fish
into the nets; to see his eyes sparkle and his enthusiesm
grow as the nets would be brought up losded with
besutiful srecimens; to share his humor es the fish were
ricked from the net and colleeted and to enjoy with
him the fish caught that dsy st the dinner table - thie
was a pleasure indeed.

Sometimes the flehing was not so gooé. Then Trotzky's
Tece would reflect this great failure of man against
neture. We would stay out all morning. Natalis, hie wife,
would grow anxious and send the outboard motor boat (of
imeriocan meke) after us with breakfast and sometimes with
dinner. #e would est bread and oheese and perhape sn egg
on the %oat and go on fishing.

Trotzky indeed is sn inveterate fisherman, going out
in all kinds of weather, much to the worry of all of us
and to the discomfort of t:e police guerds, especially onece,
when e storm coming up on the Sea of Marmora drove the
little rowboat on the rocks where Trotzky was stranded and
drenched all night.

INVETSHATE
Trotzky Fishes in All Kinds of Jeather.

However, fishing eannot quite take the plac: of hunting,
a sport which Trotzky misses. Fe i3 & very good shot.
Once, laughingly, e pointed out how diffieult it wes to
shoot wild dueks with a nistol, and then, seeing one riding
the waves far from us, tried to get it with his automatice
The duek started dueking when Trotzky began %0 shoot.

It is well that Trotzky knows how to shoot, for he
may be called upon to use that art. Tens of thousands
of o0ld fussien “hite Guards reside in Ist:nbul, many of
whom frequent “uyuk Ada.

As we go fishing, anxiously we scan the shore without
letting the "0ld Men" know of it, to see if there is some-
one lurking in the woods to teke a ghot.

As
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A8 we eat, someone patrols the grounds; a guard
is kept 2ll night watohing the place; but even these
preosutions cannot be very effective. ¥“hat could a
little gusrd of three men do if a resl attack were made~

And there is no queetion thet with hie death a truly
great man would leave the scene.

Copyright, 1933, by N. Y. imeriean, Ine.
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