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THE ORIGIN OF MOPR,

The historxy of the International Red Ald takes us
back to 1930--31, The revolutionary risings of the
prolesariat (the Spartacist rising in Gerwany in Janu-
ary 1919, the Soviet Republice in Hungary and Bavaria
in 1919, the rising of the vroletariat -in Central
Germany in 1831, the seizure of the factories by the
workers in Italy in 1920, etc.) were crushed by the
combined forces of the bourgeoisie and the soolal-
traitors. Over the corpses of tens of thousands of the
most advanoed workers, the bourgeoisie somehiow patched
up the wounds inflicted on the crnpitaliast S¢ate Dy the
convulsions of war and revolution. In the USSR, one-
sixth of the globe this period was marked Dy the closs
of the oivil war and the passing of the oountry to the
task of pesceful constructive work. These conditions
were objectively favourable for setting up tn organisa-
tion baving as its object to grant material and morsl
nssistance to courandes captured by the bourgeoisie and
thrown inte jail, At that time there already existed in
a number of comtxies individual committees and initistory
groups concerned with granting ald to the prisoners of
capitalism, (the "Red Atld" Committeoz in Germany, the
Committee for Assisting Political Prisoners in Poland),
In the sxtent of their work these committeen Aid not go

beyond
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beyond the Doundaries of the activity of the pre-war
revolutionary "Red Oross”, which helped the victims of
Russian Tsarism and mutoorscy. These orgeaisations,
conseQquently, were not of & mass character.

The further growth of White Terror, sssuming ns
1t did an intermstional ohar=cter, naturally brought
om to the order of the day the question of extending
the work of thest primary organisations of the Inter.
nstional Red Ald, and oreating a mass orxganisation
for proletarian solidarity. The united efforta znd
single front of the reactionzry bourgeoisie sad the
nohl«-&utm parties had to be opposed by the united
fremt of the proletariat, It was the tollere of the
USSR, the advanced country of Soclelism in somstruction,
who took the initiative of applying this idea in
practice. In September 1932, the Soolety of 0ld
Bolsheviks«-an organisntion numbering in its raaxs
tried revolutioaaries sho themselves were familiar vuk‘
all the horrors of Tsarist exile 'nd hard labowure-
ralsed its voice on behalf of its brothers in arms, the
warriors of the revolution in the ¥eat. The same year,
on Xovember 30, 1922, at & session of the 1Y Congress
of the Coxintsorn at which comrade Julian Markhlevsky
(Karsky) was in the chair, a resolution was adopted
approving the initiative shown by the Soclety of 014
8olsheviks., The Congress called on all the Commmist
Parsies to glive evary aatstmo to ths organisations
of the Iaternational Red Aid and facilitate their forma-
tion in all the oapitslist comtriesn.

From 1924 to 1930 the International Hed Ald was
centinuously developing, bringing under its influence
ovey wider and wider maszes of non-party workers and

peasants, The following table 1llustrates the
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development of our ory-nisations in the cnpitalist
countries and colonies:

GROWTH OF OGANISATIONS AND SROTIONS OF INTERN, RED AID

Yenrs g:'ga:f» m | I1legal
sations these

1934 23 — -

1925 13 20 15

1938 43 30 as

1937 44 30 e

1938 48 21 ay
51+ a8 a3

1928

POLITICAL IMPORTANCK OF OUR WORK,

The bowrgsoisie not only apilies the uost unbridled
methods of deatroying the foremost fighters of m'
revolution, but throws svemy possible hindrancs in the
way of agsiatance to Shose who have Deen captured snd
throwa into jail., The olass snemies of the prolstariat
realiss to the full the strenzth of internatiomal work-
ing olass solidarity. Any politically liternte person
will realiass that the ilmxediate task of the Iatermational
Red Ald--moral and material nseletants to the prisoners
of capitslism--should not de taken in the nirrow sense
of the word, ¥e are atriviag towards the emd that the
wide masses should olesrly uanderstand why and to vhom
this aid is granted. Om the basis of comorote facts

of

¢ Or B3, including U3sR,
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of physioal violence against fighters of the revelution,
the Interaational Red Ald strives to show that the Thlte
Terror is not an accidental event, but an eveat which
follors directly from the very subsiance of the oapitalist
syatem. By itz agitation and educationnl work, the Inter-
national Hed Ald helpa to ralze the level of the nolitical
consciousness of the masses, and brin:s them nearer and
closer directly to the revolutionary vanguard., In $his
resvest the Internatiomal Fied Ald fulfils the fumctions

of a preparatory school, or the first step whioh the

poli tically backeard worker, agrioultural labourex ox
toller u an oppressed colomy ascends in order to

scquire the necesanry experience in claass struggle.

In a resolution of April 1st, 1938, the 1V cMus
of the RILU pointed out that "gecure in the confidence
of the millions of proletarians, the non-party maes
organisations of the Intermntionsl Red Ald, in a number
of mags confijcts with reaction and bourgeeols claas
justice, and alro in its widespread organisation of
apsistance to the lntter's viotims, have justified them.
galves ns & unlited front organiention for fighdting
rexction, white terrorx and fascism”.

Tous the Intermsationsl Red Ald 15 R mis: voluntary
social organisation of the toilers, training its members
in the apirit of interaationnl proletarisn solidarity and
nilitant internationalism., The political importance.
of the Intermatiomsl Red Ald may be briefly summaed up
#s 1follows:

Internstional fsd Alde-the wenpon for the inter-

national ¢lags sdusation

of the tolling mngsges,

Interantionnl
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