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William E. Colby wore a conservative-
ly cut gray suit of muted glen plaid. He
had neaily brusted back his ciosely cut
hair, now beginning to gray. His zlasses
had colorless piastic rims. His height and
weight, perhaps five {2et nine and 150
pounds, is average. There's nothing dis-
tinctive about his face. If you passed him
on the street, you wouldn't giance at him
twice. Maybe not even once.

And that’s fine with 5ill Colby, Ameri- .

can spy.
Colby's gray lock served him well qur-

ing nearly three decades with the Central |

Intellizence Agency (CIA) and its prede-
coessor. It has been a good cover for his
derring-do. And he saw no reasen to
change that look last week when he testi-
ficd publicly on his nomination to become
America’s chief “spouk,” the director of
the CIA. .

In 60 minutes of polite and guarded
testimony--niore like conversation with
than an investization by Sen. Stuart Sym-
ington, ccting chairinan of the Senate

CArmed Scrvices Conunitice—Colby pro-

vided a rare veck at U.S. shy operations.
Iie reluctanily mentioned the mystlerious
4 Cormmitice.” e admitted the CIA
errcd in heining Waoterpate conspirator
. Howm ' Munt. 1o promised the CiA
would stay out of domestic spyving, oxceut
when it relates to foreien inielligence. 2
conceded thar CTA involvement in Leos
got oul of hend, And he supported a move
to tell the public more about the spy
agency.

Waterzate Mafters

Colhy tistUitwvi-in the Senate Caucus
Room- -t¢ : vacatod by {ne §
ate Voternnta 0 answoring
cuestions ficm syvminolon, the only com-
nmittee moror preeent, Cently rut firm-
ly, the L wich Diereoerai pressed Celby
for his viewa o CIA involvement in Wa-
tergate-rcinded wmatlers and whnt he would
do if siwilar » wms recurred.
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With Apologies, Promises, and Guarded Views,
The CIA’s Designated Boss Fdaces Senate Quiz

persisted, and Colby {inally said the name
was now 40 Committee. Who's the chair-
man? “I’d really prefer not to. . . .”
Who's the chairman? ““All right, it’s Hen-
ry Kissinger.” Symington wished him luck
in dealing with Kissinger.

Despite this reticence, Colby said the
Senate and the American pcople need to
Know mwore about the CIA. “I think ii's
essential in the U.S. today; I favor great-

: kind of involvement?

‘Never Again’ ;
“In that case a mistake was made)
“and it will not be made again,” Colby
pledged. “We must be very careful with
" our unique equipment so it won't be used
wrongly. We insist on knowing precisely
what is done with that equipment.”

The CIA’s main focus, as required by
law, ““must be foreign intelligence,” Colby
sald. But the agency must conduct some

~activities in the United States: recruiting
employes, contracting with American
companies for equipment, talking with a
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Bill Colby: ‘A mistake was made.’

“Targe number” of American citivens who

provicie useinl infonantion abtovt foreirn
matters, and IRing with ey ioraigners

who Jive in the United Siatos,

C by Wiliam J. Donovan, {ormer Ot el

There are also *“‘certain support activi-
ties”™ in the United States “to give our
peonle abrowd a reason for beinm abroad,

. so they will not wppear to be CIA people,”
Colby sall, ¥ didn't say so, but for sev-
eral years in the 1950, Colby was sup-
posedly a “Foreign Service officer” at
- Ammerican embassies in Siocknelm and
Rome; but there's no doubi he was really
a CIA agent.

‘It Was a War’

Symington was irked by r:ecii CIA
activity in Laos, where the agency has
admitted it trained and manag:.¢ o 39,050
man army. “A lot of our operauons in
Lzos had as much to do with intelligence
as the production of carpets in Bing- -
hamton, N.Y.,” sputtered Symington. *'It
was a war!”

Colby calmly agreed that the CIA went
beyond realistic bounds in Laos. Covert
operations don’t work when they gei 0o
. big, he explained, citing 2s examjpies Lads
_and the Bay of Pigs invasica of Cuda in
19€1. .

Symingtcn  quizzed - Colby  carefully
about a littlz-known U.8. inteiligence com-
mittee that over the years has had dii-
ferent names: 303 Commitiec, 40 Commit-
| tee, among others. “It intiudes certain
operations of the CIA, is that corrcece?”
Symington asked,

Colby parried, saying he preferred to
answer in-a ‘private session. Symingten
er disclosure.” He admitted it won't te
ieasy to decide on the information to make
jpublic. Ineorpsct as received.

The only aspeet of his personal spy
‘carcer that Colby talked about was “‘Op-
‘eraticn FPheenix,” which he heoded in
South Vietnam from 1638 to 1971. He de-
nied some ‘eritics’ charges that it was an
“‘assassination pregram.’” It was a msih-
od of identifying Viet Co.g and Norih

Vietnamese guerrilla. 2aders :n Scuth
vietnam, amnd a goal was {0 rewmeg the
nurmber of unnecessary killings, hie con-
tended.

early carcer. In 1943 he jo'red the Oirice
.of Strategic Services (032), the CIa's
predecessor, and parvachuled into Fronece
behind enemy lines, Later he parachuied

Jnto northem TTE oy Coetry oranil

.road used to transport Wazi soltiers,
fier the war he oracduated from Co-
Ltnbia Law School —— his updernrads
Cworko was al Princeton Univ
Cyoined a Hew York City lew vl
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Colby tcod o Governmeont job in 164,
since ihen, unaer voecious covers, he hios
rheen with the ClA,
At 53, he'n about to cap his carcer
Presigdent vixon nominated Cohy to o0
the CIA direcior'y joh yneated by Jown
Sohdesinior, o ;
1h¢ { ot
sured if s s anuiuae boeny o
cation; alter jast weos's hearing Lie v
ised o voie for Colby.
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up, wahed from the room, ayd bilese
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