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'thh a-six-inch - barrel out of: his-coat-and- rammed- it
“down. my - threat.*For® the next- half-hour—while he
"watched with mixed emotions over-what he had done to

-been under enorrmots pressure and m:stakenly thou,,ht I
‘was there to betray him. o

*. The incident occtzrred dunng my ﬁlst interview wu:h
-the man, who was convinced that his confederates were
'double-cro&mg him -As a result of his anguish and para-

jeopardy. Nevertheless, he continued to talk for the next
“two years, sometimes openly, and proved to be a reliable

: from the underworld, are rarely 2 appreciated for the ser-1
o f;,ﬁcatheypmvxde mthewazagamstcnme.'l_‘heyare
“dammned? by’ former fnends,, often taunted :by: the:
 “press; snd-are always in fear for their lives. Even if ]

‘ ‘_ ant’s personal ‘opinions, hased upon httle or no ev:-
o dence,are ‘accepted s absolute truths. :.:
" book, The Last Mafioso. The mob’s busiest assassin

‘ *of time; one of: the Tnost powerful ‘érime - chiefs, inj : : o v
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~ VE YEARS AGO, in. zf; ur‘oan: Détrmt hotel, ai
. crime-connected Teamster official pulled a revolver

me—1I could do little more than walk around the room,
wzpmg tears from my eyes and splttmg out blood and
pieces of teeth. He later apologized, saying that he had

noia, he had started talking privately to government offi-
‘cials and reporters, telling of his associates’ illicit deeds
while simultaneously and willingly placing his life in

source of information. Even after his violent act against
me, I couldn’t help but admire him. He was a brave man
‘and sincerely sorry for his own crimes against society.
-Few people were surprised. when he:was found shot to
d%th.nDecanberIQ’I?. SESR EDedR e v Sl

Government : informants; parnaﬂarly those who fhp

* their; cooperation? i$: part‘of: 2 "Iea-bargammg. de-/|
fense;” they still usually” supply investigators with |
_valuable intelligence or. even.direct evidence. which:
~can help send more dangerous people tojail. Regard-.
-less of their motives for “mmmg”—-self-servm,, or.
otherwise—informants .deserve: : better: “treatment’
.than_ bemg, caIlad mnanw- ‘and.<“stool 'pigeén_s,?;
: thei ~‘credible’ in

:*. Jimmy Fratianno, an un]ikely govemment mform-
‘ant-is the central chardcter in Ovid Demaris’ latest

- on the West Coast until 1977, and,forashortpenod_ :
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ground and ther
“tianno is in a dif
“mob operative w ANU SHowd

V ' ';Wntmg about Fratianno’s violeat career. ..° 7

" .ly, he chose to glamorize Fratianno and even to placej
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: be examined in a more critical manner. ... .
- Although Fratianno lived by the sword, he refused
“to die by it, making his decision to turn state’s evi-
.dence against fellow mobsters after underworld as-
~ sociates targeted him for contract killing.. In return
for his cooperation with the- -government—which has| -
- proven to- be invaluable in several pmecunons—-
Fratianno has been ngen the oppommty to receive
;“aafel_:z and revenge.” -
Demans has chmmcled }'é‘ratxanno S hxghly comph—
;_cated, incredibly detailed saga ‘with-great literary
‘style and organization. A" crime réporter by profes-
"‘s10n and the author 'of two best:selling books-on or-] -
‘ganized crimé—The Green-Felt: Jungle (with Ed|
"Reid) and Captive City—Dernaris is on famlhar turf =

‘turned-informant should be portrayed. Unfortunate-}:

hxm in_a’heroic context. That might play well with|.
. those who have a romanticized. Impresnon‘ of
gangsters, ‘but not with others who view or=:
amzed ‘crime - as. a senous tb:eat to Amer~
1ca ’s institutions:: i RN
. &:To: Demaris,’ Fratlarmo ‘was.a oomplex
hu.man being: He was uneducatsd but intelli-:
‘gent enou,,h to"talk with-you onjust: about
any level you chose; he could talk like a hood:
‘or'like a gentleman; like a punkora lawyer.”
#3though that seems to be-a soméwhat bal-;
- anced observation: of Demaris™: subject, it:ish :
‘ stlllhlohpraxsefora cold-blooded killer.zz3 . . -
-. - Despite Demaris’ expertise on the mob; he]
was: essentially -at :the . -mercy.of. Fratianno’s’
" . memory—which the.author insists was “ab-ﬁ A
-+ “solutely phenomenal.” When Fratianno told |
. *Demaris that he had made love to 2 woman.
- “five times in three hours while m hzs late s:x—
. ,}.:txa,Demanswnta it as faq

. -donein this instance: s LARP
io However,~when * Fratianno “to Demaris:
-that “Operanon ‘MONGOOSE?:Zwhich di-
: rectly involved both President Kexmedy and)
: Attorney General 'Robert” Kennedy- —was
‘really the code name for the CIA:Mafia plots} -
: Yo assassinate Fidel Castro, that was damag-{
‘ing to historical truth ‘and nothmo less than ;
- irresponsible : journalism ‘wheniprinted.| .
" Demaris should have known. ‘better: The
Church _Committes .- - clearly . stated - that.
““QOperation MONGOOSE” was dwgned in
+1962 to infiltrats and’ “organize the Cuban] .

- "population to ‘incite a’ countenevolutxon, it-
*“had nothing to do with the CIA-Mafia plots]
agamst Castro—wh:ch beg'an in 1960 under

 conscience while deciding how this. murderez- »13 L




