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“' JRTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGE
"By Liz Nakahara

. It happened more than .40 years

_ ago, but he still can’t: believe it. The:
words stride- into a gallop, the voice
rings with astonishment.as multimil-
lmnane Kay Sug ham recounts l;he
incident. . : -
“Some Okies and :Arkxa, who-had

River Valley near:Phoenix;. weres

throwing bombs- bemuseas they:
wanted to get rid of thelr'Japanese-
- American neighbors, whom:they saw:

a8 oft-the-boat-yesterday: foreigners. | .

I was president of | ‘the< Los- Angeles*
branch -of the. Japanese-American
Citizens- League, so-1-went to Phoeo_

~ pix.to help investigate. the problem:
“A representative of the Japanese-

- govermment and I found out.the dJap-}-

aneae-Amencans ‘had” lived " in the.
area 50 years and had helped- build
“the streetcar system.‘The: people in-
-+ censed by ‘foreigners’ ] had lived in|
the area only two yenrs.”. 1

. When the mayor. asked

gahara could only say,.-‘Untll somex|
body welcomes you,:yow're-a. little
timid and stick to. your, owucommu-
. nity.” o

The th-year-old mcxdent fuels Su- e

_gahara’s- most recent. amhxtnon. to.

dlsludve Asmn-Amencans from “psy«{ .=
? 30-they may pub-

' cholovxcal ghettos”
licly. take credit for. their accomplish+
‘ments. But Sugahara himselt hasn’t|

bowed .on. a national. stage.-even|
though he twice rose from poverty to|-

mlllmnalre _status,::leaving..- behind,
‘menial labor: to become an oil giant
~ ‘sometimes called the “Nigei Onassis™;
by fellow: second-genemtmn -.Japa-
nese-Americans. - iy nats

buu'\han, relaxed-on’'a cushloned

Ll

“ou(len chair in.:the: Presndentlal 4

“Suite of the Hy'\l.t. Regency, is "724

but looks 15 years: younger.. He wasy.

-in town’ last weekend-to help. pment
young: "+ Asian-Americans::: \Vlth
' '-.achlevement awards be

How '
come I never see these-people?” Su-}

~ name. -
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" bringing, exemplified by the proverb
- .“The nail that sticks out. gets hit,”
© .. but ironically” because ‘of his back—
movec from the Midwest to the Salta_ -
" . _anonymous,” he says, Py not sub-

: ject to-attack.” - g

_ Bom in bentl;le' to nmmgr'\nl: par« 3
ents of modest Tears, he was they -

. Sendai, in the northern’ part of the’

- don’t: uphnld ‘money or eluquence._

- ther, Sugahara - probably  wouldn’t"

| - duiring World War [L ,
“ %1 might- have mhented a frmt

5"12 5

. don’t’get married until you're 25. All

~ graduated from the Umvers'
-California at’ Los ‘Angeles.
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‘ As was the’ Greek Onassns, buga-
hma i3 short in stature and stocky in

build. But as'Onassis never did;, Su-| . -

‘gahar shuns the limelight. He says
- this is not the:result of Jdpaneﬂe up-

,.groun(l in.American intelligence dur-
“ing World :War' [L’ “By’ remaining

second child of Keiichi’ Suvdhan,
_'descendanl: of samurai, the warrior
“class of Japzm “My father was from’:

‘inain istand,” Sugahara! says. “North?

_ern Japdnese sfpposedly make poor |

businessmen”. hemuse samum ethics

“The samurai thought - mouey was -
dirty and wrapped it when passing it
to edch other.” Because of religious
mﬂuence, a hw hero was nol; a lng

: talker ECRE
Af re.n'e(l l)y hls qtorekeeper ta-

have won oratorical contests in’ high
school; made-his first million at 29 -
and loudly protested, in"a radio ed-
-itorial on-al.os Angeles station, the -
- relocation -of J’u)ane%e-Amenc s

- stand or- dry cléaner’s,” he says; “it T~
Eha(lnl: ‘heen’ orphane(l whe I was

buaahar ,
-after hearmg five: children,’ Hw fa
ther, before he died, gave him two
pieces of “advice: Go to college and

five children got married at 25 an(l
: oi

4 “Advemty i§ the gateway to : suc-.

cess,” says bugahan, who:grew up‘in [
- “a.Methodist mission, where he’ had
- little ‘contact with other Japanese- :
“ Americans. “I"'was-irr competltwe .

: ml\ insurance, “which--was~100-per>

|

~ia chuckle,“that we were- feared as
‘dﬁloyal hut expectad to work o w] -
. icamouflage project. to pmtect the )
- iUS. Army.",.-'--'~:‘ : '

' ;ternees to serve-as interpreters and} : . -
-} propagandists.-Unable-to.speak Jap«
: ?aneqe, bug\aham (leclded to \vml\ Qn-' P

: ,a propaganda project in lndla A

atmosphere My ‘approach to every-
thmg i3 Lhmt,lan,,_ . !

o Mter \»mkmu “his way thmuvh
“school by stacking oranges in a fruit .
‘stand for $15 a \»eek Su uahara be- | -
came 4 hroker who cleated goods
_“through* customs l‘nr

: Amencan merchants.

.lap.meqe-

When hrst-generatum lmmwr'mts .

Efmbldden by Taw from, ()wmnu' prop-{ .

erty, w.mte(l to dcqun'e real “estate,

‘Sugahara | used theif ‘money  and }

made the purchaaes himself, holding.

“grants” I\merlc'm-lmm chnl(lren tHe

also was‘a consultant: to’ shlppemj R

sendmu mer chan(hse o Asia,” »
S8 way unprep“lre(l for- war =]
uqtoun(led that Japan w woul(l tackle

“the United States,” reculh Sugaham
4 didn’t,read the pape:s carefully‘ 1)

Cthe propetty in teust for the immi- |- L

read the Sports and comics wectmns S

“Everybody was takmg -out - war

icent. I was shipping: merch'mdme tor
 Shanghai, but.didn’t take out: insur-!

~ance. When war- broke oul: 1y lost 3

qmall fortune.”

. Sugahara lmt ever&thmo when he
'wa% ml:eme(l by the -US. govern-
iment. He was: relocateds-with -his

‘wife, Yone, and ‘three-sons at. Santat
_ '~;Amta race track. “We had heen liv-

ling in a li-room house, _then “we’

iwere put in a one-room stable where - S
Zhorses had slept,” he” says. “’lhat’

not what you call class A7 -~

i :them with colored: gunuywacks A
{think itsa:little i lromc,. he. my&wnt

The’ butwharam later werer reln-
Ycated in~ Amache, Colo., and New
i Rochelle, N.Y. During’ the wat, mil-’
lt'\ry scouts recnuted hilingual in-

et £ 92

.ithe Office-. of - btrateglc— berv

" Sugaharaand- Others wete orclerech ‘
‘to camoutlage. buildings by’ coveringd .

(Obb)-\nux --\-MM“:‘M . .




