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: FOREIGN POLICY

hen President' Reagan’at |
‘his niews conference late”)
in February deiivered his:
astonishing version of i
92 .how the: United States got:
X into waf m Vietnam,.  Iay - mind went back”.
i to a.palr.of photographs: tzkén ‘in 1945}
“One shows American 0SS affe’1t> who had
" infiltrated’into, Vietnarh; they aré t&chmg
7 Vietnamese Insurgents how t6 throw hand
grenada “The other, .taken” on- Sept -2,
71945, shows Vietnamese followers of Ho'
Chl Minh saluting as the flag cf Ho's newly
proclalmed independent Repubnc of Viet-: i
:mam is.raised.: Standing with" the Viet-.;
:'mamesé at full salute are umformed Amerl- .
. can members of the OSS team. ; :
Contrary to Mr. Reagan’s s.mplistic re-
construct!on of history,. Ame"im s Involves
{mentIn is longest war began not sudden-
- 5:'ly in--1955, but at the Ume pinpointed’in’]
-““those photographs. When President John- -
"son (not President Kennedy, as Mr. Reagan ,
* . 'sald) ordered a brigade of US Marines into.
“Vietnam, the United Staiss had been in-;
“€reasingly. involved for 207 years ‘in" the™
. struggle for.contro} of Vietnam, and had |
- “already become engaged in fighting there. .-
LA2iIt began with that OSS mission In the:;

‘ ‘, waning days of World War II. The wartime:

adency later to become the CiA; sent the,
iiteam, under a- youncf Army major named"
»Archimedw Patti, to establish an intelii-=
“'gence network:in the entire penlnsu]a of‘

. Indo-China.”. It:'was thought then that the"
S ﬂght against Japan, whose forces had oc~]
; €upled Vietnam; might go on for another 4

-/ two or thréelyears. Pattl's team was 3
* charged " with~ reconnoitering Japanese ;
_forces and harassing them when possiple,
“and with establishing escape routes for

e v s et

S ﬂm:u__’iheoss mission: trainéd Ho,, .hls,

. 2automaﬁc11f’es. and grenades. Perhaps as-
B ymany as 200 future leaders;of North- Viet-!

'Eagainst .Americans.”.

_shot-down American fliers. Jt needed reli--
« able native contacts. Patti, drawing on ani-
5OSS dossler. that told of the exploits of a.
tough wispy-seeming Vietnamese Com-*
‘tmunist.called. Ho ‘Chi :Minh' (“He who'
> ennghtens )i .
i cons]derable= uudergroun ;grganlzatlon 3
-that 'Ho; while In’ ‘exile in France and. Chiz

'teéout to’hook. up with the:

irna had bullt to resfst theJapanese and 9
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organize agalnst “the Fetiin “of Indo-]
:Chma ‘s’ French-colonizers after.the war.x::

PR N OO e £ ot AL ICII,on B
2 Thoughzthose old photogxaphs today |
v seemtto drip-wlih irony = the spectac]e of oL
L

l v

Sident K Roose\‘relt, was to. op—- o
:‘:esesFranoe\s return to-co trol over Inco4

:‘sghoo)teacher. thumed gena'a} Vo lvduyen
ghﬁp;iéﬁdhwﬂsevemh h‘undred insur-]
! gents il modern military: ! tactics and pro;
videéd them Fwith machine | guns; BrownIng

Enam sarmed faress got arlf&ammd from. '}

the Amerim OSS men. !‘Some of us,” Pat~} j .

R : tt wrote later . Smay have suspected thatinj =

the future the weapons and training might.| |
;be used - against the French_ ‘bt mo one
dreamed. that ‘they would- ever.be-used.:

CEIYBL .
A c)m:ac‘c in Amerlua.n poli )
" The collaboration between Americanis |
“and Ho's Vietnamese was of far more than;

‘¢echhical valué'to Ho. His artfil use of the; i

hfliance; spread “throughout Vietnam the,

pr&lon that that - Amerlca” truiy fa-
G\rtm:d Vietn'agnwe independenoe and-sup- |’
_ported Ho  Cht’ Minh's ‘determination, to.
forestall France's return.’ On.the day ‘he
I proclaimed independence )< th
}qnemorxalwed. in the flag-raising photo —

~Ho released a- Declaration of Independence ! ‘x

o  rawing heavilyon. the languadeofAmerl-:
. «£a's ownDeclaration. Major,, Patti..even !
- _helped,Ho, compose it: (*He bad the words !

Hife and hberty kicd of transposed andl
“svorked:it.out 2 a little bit for him . e ),
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“3And ‘as'the: Republlc s red ﬂag with its
:yellow star .was -being raised, there n

--appeared | overhead, -quite inadvertently, it | '

_appears,-a squadron of American. fighter | |
iplanes.: Out .of. curlosity.:; the.. planes !
=swooped -Jow:over. the Independence Day :
gFrowd, and: -word soon swept.through the. ;
-gountryside. ofian:American aerfal salute, |
cyet another;sign that the United State:." )

ésuppor‘ted freedom from Fx-anee;z,:r,»,i‘;.:,;xi
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