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o can members of the OSS team. ;- , o
Contrary to Mr..Reagan’s s;mplistlc re- -

‘ i ' Gna, ‘Had bulltto r&s!st the,Japanme and to::

s

' ."’By ‘Robewt Mannlng

Special to.The Globe
_ 'hen President Reagan at’

in February delivered his:

ow the Un_t°d States. got ;
into war in. Vietnam my mind went back”

o £to a. palr of photographs‘taken’ in.1945.3

2)0ne’shows American 0SS avths who had—
" infiltrated'into Vietnarh; they are teaching
UVietnamese msurgents how to throw hand
_'._ grenades,. The -other, . taken” on- Sept. 2,
£:1945, shows Vietnamese followers of Ho
Chl Minh saluting as the flag of Ho's newly

, - proclaimed Independent Repubnc of Viet-; "~ ~
snam Is raised.. Standing with'-the Viet-;

o,

Z'namese at full salute are unlformed Amert- -

constmctlon of history, Ame'im s Involves:}

imentin its longest war began not sudden-

$1ly in-1955, but at the tme pinpointed’in‘
" those photegraphs. When President John- -

. ““son (not President Kennedy, as Mr. Reagan .
* . sald) ordered a brigade of US Marinw into. ]

“Vietnam, the ‘United States had been in-i,
crmsingly involved for 207 -years “in the
~struggle for.contro) of Vietnam, and ‘had |

o : already become engaged in fighting there. .

It began with. that OSS mission In the

' ’, waning days of World War II. The wartime:;-

atfency, later to become the CIA, sent the

_iiteam, under a young Army major named

- »Archi’nedes Pattl, to “establish an inteli-+
Y'gence network:in the entire, penlnsu!a of 3
‘ Indo-China.”. It:was thought then that the’
ght against’ Japan. whose forces had oc~’}
} cupled Vietnam might go on for another} 4

-two -or three ymrs . Pattl’s. .team - wasd

+ charged " with~ reconnoitering Japanese E

" forces and harassing them when possible, |

and with 5tabllshlng escape routes for
.shot-down American fllers. It needed reli-
{ able native contacts. Patti, drawing on an -

2 OSS dossier. that told of the exploits of a.

= tough," wlspy-seemlng Vietnamese Com-1
.munlst ‘called Ho' iChi? Mmh (“He who*

. enllghtens ‘) sétiont to’hook: up with the:
, "conslderablerundergtound “organization’ t

ythat Ho;’ whﬂe I exlle in France and.Chi=y

his niews, conference late”)

astonlshhc version of :
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. organize gdinst” the “Fetlin o indo]
’ {Chma s»Prench oo}omzers after the wars:

= i Thouc,h—those ‘old photographs today,
Lk seem»to dﬂpw&h irony =th

" ‘:".'fi“ha.;__’llhe OSS. mission: trained. Hoyhis,

. dr&med thatthey would:ever,

- §gents i ‘Todern military:] tactfw and. pro—
. vxded them with machine | - guns;. Brown!ng
zautomaﬁcﬂf‘a and grenades. Perhaps as-| -
_ tmany as 200 future leaders;of North: V!et-,;‘
“ynam sarmedforwsgot wrlyhammgfrom: ‘
'tme American 0SS men. *'Some of s, Paj-~

AL S

—see. .-—,-

espectacleof!

gy e

Pxchoolteacher, hurned general;;Vo Nﬂuyen
b!ap;sandn tbeir'.sev._rah hundred Insur-;

§ &8 wrote later -may have suspected that in]” |
thefumrethewapons ang; traimnd g might.]
§be used- against the French; ‘but 1o one

;be used

AchanseinAmexican policy FR
The co]laboration betwc:r'x Americans |’

“and Ho's Vietnamese was of fir more thanj =

“iechnlcal vé.}ue ‘to Ho. His artfil use of the'; 1
’hance sp

Eimpraslon that  that - Ameried” truly fa-:

- red Vietnamwe mdependenc: and: sup- Co
R _porl:ed ‘Ho'Cht Minh's ‘determination. to,
. forestalr henccs retum- On.the day he

zdrawing heavﬂyon the]angua':eof Ameri-' o
-, «£a’'s own . Declaration. Mapr Patti.. even :

~ove . P Pryiey

:- “:helped;Ho compose It (' ‘He had the words?
Co }xfeandhbertykindofnansposed and! :

" orked:t.out a lttle bit for hin ."“.\")

xvp|

3 And ‘as the: Republic’s red flag with its |

yel)ow star .was “being . raised,’ theres

-appeared ( overhead, quite inadvertently, it |

. gsweooped -lovk:over. the Independence Day ;' '

“appears,.a squadron of American- ﬁghterJ
Zplanes.: Out.;of. curlosity,: the.:planes !

cFrowd, and.: word soon swept.through the :
countryside oﬁan Amerimn aerial. salute, ;

isupported freedom from France-'
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