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Other Spy Stor\

Es m From the Cold '

A B\ ‘Thomas O'Toole .

Wael mmon Post <1:\! Wrner

Y What warime American intelli-’
gence: ofﬁcers_&.all_ “pew - ang .star-

ting” revelations about how the U.S. ™
Dffice vf .Strategic ‘Services {0SS)
».éealt mth-ﬁxe,.Somel -secret;pohce.

calledizihe * NKVD, _have -
&merged in 2. book. abou» the.orxgxn:~

ou.heCl.d.._” _—
Working with ﬂocumems:from ithe

'?\auona: Archives "and ‘the -British .-
Aecchives: Bradlev-F - Smith wnpre -

#The Shadow Warriore™ that late in

World War II the OSS. one.of the

ClA’s predecessors. bought 1:500 se-

cret Soviet ‘Gocuments anc four se- -

cret. Sovier military and -diplomatic
cndes from the Finne onlv 10 ‘have
FPresident Roosevel: anc Secretarv of
Siate Edward R. Stettinius.order the
LS8 w return them 10 the Saviets.

At that time the Soviet.Union was

_a.n'al)y of the Uniied States.

© According ‘to  Stettiniug’ notes, |
Smith wrote, Roosevelt 1ol¢ him “to |
see thei the Russians were informed |
o/ this mauter at once.” Smith added, .
£4 .Siwaw Department-presicential

orger wes .immediately issued w
0SS that the codes and,ihe docu-

mente be 1mmedxau:1\ gwen 10 I.he

. bDVIEL government.”

‘..B_\ Feb. .15..1945. bmxd‘ WTOLE,
" toth the codes and the documents
had been wrned over W Andrel A.

Gromvko. then Soviet .ambassador
and now forexvn minister.

& To those whu have lived mrouch
m vears of Cold War cloak-and-dag-
ver adventure. Smith wrow that = the
‘most surprising feature of this entire
affeir i« pmbabl\ the U.S. govern-

Jnent's decision” 1o ‘give the ‘codes -

back 10 the Soviels, since this guar-
anteed that - the. Soview ™ would

change their cxpheﬂ ai the ver\ time .

" the Unned States needed 10 know
DO\ KL inteniions. . -

—

e T~Inour lan Fi Flemmc wonc * Smith

‘w.rohe “this appears.iq be an-aci of

Ereal power madness akin 10 gving
-&b opponent ‘t.ne scientific ’iormulc

_‘for-an.xmponantsecret ‘weapon™ ;
N ‘Snntb.alsomote ‘that,zin another
gs ,Eﬁ'%hiﬁwm .deputy -chief -
of The. Gestapoé?orexgn mz.elhzenc& :
" 'section, offered the OSS ‘an -entire :
~ Nazi ‘telligence and radio metwork
in-the ‘Balkane “as ade bait” just
. before the Nazi surrender. =~ ¢

. But “before anv dez! couic be

. made the 0SS seized the rin’s com-

'mumcauonc .center ip SLe\'rhn" Auvs:

~rie. .and ‘tesied the radio st 16

see if Hoezz.lseall\ had agents iy the
Balkans. -~

“Two SD lGestaoo] agents. Imm'

. Auner in Romaniz and Paul Neun-
- teuffel-in Hungary. responded 10 the
test call signals sent out hv OS%
from -Stevrling” Smith wrowe. Bu: .

- even though 0SS Chiel Willian;
. (Wild Billi Donovan satisfied him-

self that Hoett! had an anti-Soviet

- Balkan network in place where the

0SS had none. he concluded tha

“Hoett] “was emdemi\ motivated by 2

desire tc stir up ‘trouble between the
Kussians and ourselves™ .informed
the Soviets of the exisience of the
ring and offered 1o help them wipe it
out.-according to Smith.

'\Nhat foliowed was a.comedy of
errors at the highest levels of Amer.

ican .and .. Soviet inieliigence. he |

wroteending in the OSS eliminating

over.any captured maierial to Ihe
. Soviets.: -

- *There enoed the Easi-West con-
.e)deratmn of the -Hoewt! ‘mznmer”

Smith concluded. “and this was also

. the last"message to pass through the

0SS-NKVD exchange center in
Moscow. Three weeke later.” Pres.
‘ident. Truman sxoned the order

“~abolishing 0SS . } _
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the Nazi newwork and rmiou turning

‘Smith -wrote tha: heth the Hoetd
incident. and the matier of the Finn
(.oaes el o[ Donovan's impetuosity
more than anvthine ‘élse. “Smith

. LavTote:of. Donovmx“l—le wag mchned :

~to move bo}dh even recklessly.’

grasping what he felt10 be the *bxg
chance. “In’ purchasing the “Soviet "
+codes and finall¥ i the -handling ‘of

‘the Hoeztl-affair, Donovan plunged
‘in where most intelligence men
‘would have been reluctant-io act™ °

Former wartime inuweliigence of-

- ficers agree that Srmth € geecountis of
hoth mcmenL are “new and- star-
:_zhpf 1oomotes w history.




