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They would

Weird stories. Stories | had a difficult time
believing. Bul naturally 1 loved it. the

" casuil chatter of death und international
intrigue, ideological war stories laden with

more biood, rape and sex than any real
remembercd conflict. 1 kept coming hack

. for more (“Did you know that they're
* repaving the only road in Afghanistan? Do

you know wiiy?”). It got into my system;
and hefore 1 knew it, | thought | had «

~~ story when, really. a story had me. And
that was when | realized that these.

“spooks™ wére probably the most interesting
people in afl government~lethal academi-
cians, philosopher superstars, referring o

" dead cnemy as someone who had 1o be
: “extracted.” as if killing someone simply

altered his point of view. - _
Oh. slick. slick. slick—your spook is so
slick. 1 watched him with cndless ascina-

“tion, and the more | watched, the slicker he
“got (Do you know how to kill someone

with a Shell No-Pest Strip? It's so simple it

* scarcs me. and I'm fearless™). And I came
* 10 u conclusion about CIA that [ feel |
+ should share. After years of looking, | have
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tinally figured out what CIA s, e
It’s art. 1ts like Christo hunging a 24%-
mile-long curtain. Or Oldenburg building

" . a ten-story haseball bat in Chicago. What

a goof. Buck in 1976, when | was hot on the
spook tril. a friend of mine and | were
chuming out a storm of prus¢ on the
subject. We thought we were slick. Later,
we would nearly bust a gut over that, Haw!
We were beautiful. Hot on the trail! Shee-
it. Talk about being behind the times. We
were doing paleontology where spook
matters were concerned. Nevertheless, we
had the right instincts. We wrote this:

" A CIA cover organization is a strange and
very usclul thing, I's like having a magic
box. You can put things in and you can take

*. thingeout. You can take things out that you

Acver pul in and you can pul things in that
will never comie out. Or yuu can get into
the hox yourseifand po away somewhere ~

sit around and tell storics.

" on projects like that. There are fur
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/Article by Laurence Gonzales.:| . " =

or perhaps go away Torever. If the box is
large enough. you can put an catire coune
lry inside it and no one will cver know
[From “The Puppet and the Puppet-

- masters” by Laurence Gonzales and Larry

DuRuis. Pluyhoy. September 1976—Fd |, . T asked to design it, he was specifically 1ok

A former spook friend of mine with 13
MOSs (Military Operational Specialties—
most people have only one, two at most)

B told me about his time in Vietnam and
Laos in the carly Sixtics, when we didn't .

exist in. the press as a Southeast Asian
entity. If anything had happened 1o him

. "over there, his tamily would have been told .
he died in an.auto accident in California, .
where he was officially stationed. If you

scarched the reconds, you would find that
he had never leRt the States. Oflicially.
Wild. eh? They put him in the “magic
box.™ where he iced the enemy for a while
without officially leaving the basc. )
Lonce took a walk around #’pond with a
spook technical advisor. He wanted 1o be
awity from his house and he had just
dumped a cache of “devices™ into “the
pond. The naty (Burcau of Alcohol. To-
-+ bacco and Firearms) was alter him. He was
scared. He leared for his life. He wanted o

. tell me somie stories=to use me.

He said. “A small quantity of plutonium

. oxide—a very smuall quantity. less than a
gram—letloose in the right place could kil
“hundreds of people. It's casily available;
all you'd need is a lintle behavior. 4 lot Joss
saggressive than what it takes to hijack an
airliner. Nerve gas? You can make it in
your kitchen. The essential ingredients for

it are ovcr;the-counler items these days.
The literature is all there, buricd. All you
* have to do is ook for it. And the puisons

you can concoct that are untraceable are

. Staggering. The delivery systems are fabu-
_ lous. That electric dart gun they showed in

the Senate hcnrings was a joke. 1 worked
mone
sophisticated methods now,™ - :

Itz took out a slim cigarette lighter and:
showed it to me. 1 lired 3 metal dart so
small you could handly see it. It was rifled
with spiral grooves. which you could see
only under a microscope. and then dipped
in poison. It would enter the body and not
cven be fel by the victim, although you
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~ might see him idly scratch himself befon

checking out. It was fircd by a small acor

~ blank. similar to those used in pistols fo
. Slarting swimming races. 1t was made to be

used on an airliner: and when he wa:

that it should be able 1o penctrate the coat:
the Russians wear. It definitely could pene
trate a Russian greatcoat, Hmmm. Re
member the Cold War? '
Recently. 1 interviewed  Willium Colby
former director of Central Intelligence
(DCI). at great length. and at the end o
our sessions he remarked that there were
“whole arcas” Fhadn't even thought to ask
about. “whole systems.™ Imagine that
What could it be? | pointed to some siulel-
lite-photo information I had brought
along, concerning a superseeret installa.
tion in Russia that the air force culls pNuT

- 'ut (Possible Nuclear Undergrouad Test-

ing. third in a series of suspected sites)”
‘Spooks. however. say Russia is developing

“directed-cnergy weapons™ there. Death
rays. Colby. the former chief spook in the
world. looked at the material and hawked
up a wad of “ro comment.” Qur exchang:
went something like this: .
* “What kinds of weapons are they test |

ing? Big weapons?™ - :
N H oo LT P
L "Big weapons.” oo e

- TDirected-encrgy weapons? - Do
“u"I've been asked mot 1o comment.” - o
You want o know about the glamor o
being a reporter? Here itis the entire thing
in 2 nutshell. You show some truly heav: .
government type a bit of information -
-you're not supposed to have, and he king -
of polishes his glasses real swifily, fouks a
a point just above your lelt shoulder ane
savs.. “No comment.”™ 1 love it. Nothing
tiner. Who knows what's going'on therne
but you can bet it is some shit. . .
< CIA is a kind of reatized Westeris Zer
phenomenon, (Spook advice on aviiding u

- phore tap: Tap your own phone. Why.

“What are the odds of having wo apsor .
one phone?™) Seymour M. Henh of the
New )'nrk_Tfrmj.r rcccnl'l_v wrate aBput
James Angleton, former director of CiA
Counterintelligence (C.),-a meli-sponk
outtit. - distilled essence of spook. phar-
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