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Richard Stolz,__ a Retired CIA Officer,
Is Recalled to Head Secret Operations

Ev JouN WarLcorr
Staft Reporter or Tae Woaa St 1 Jot s

WASHINGTON ~1In the first of an ex-
pected series of personnel shifts following
the Iran-Contra scandal. Central Inte'h-
gence Agency Director Willilam Webster
summoned a veteran intelligence officer
from retirement to run the agency’s secret
operations.

Mr. Webster named Richard Stolz, &2
years old. to the post of deputy director of
cperations. A 31-vear veteran of the CIA's
clandestine service who retired in 198,
Mr. Stolz will succeed Clair George. who 15
retiring at the end of this month.

The appointment seemed to signal Mr.
Webster's desire to put the [ran-Contra af-
fair and other recent covert-action contro-
versies behind the agency. In a statement.
the CIA director said: "Dick Stolz's strong
background in the operations side of this
agency eminently qualifies him to fill this
most important position.”

Former CIA Director Stansfield Turner.
who said he hud considered Mr. Stolz for
the same top post, praised the selection.
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CBrave. smd Adm. Turner. 1 think Mr.
Webster's off to 1 gnod start with his per-
sonned chianges. Mr. Stolz was not tarred
by recent events at the CIA, and 1 don't
tink he woidd have tolerited them it he'd
been there hecause he understands the im-
portince ot lollowing the law and the
riles.

Aides to Mr. Webster said the director
Is studyving a report, which they siaid was
completed List week by his special counsel,
Washington lawver Russell Bruemmer. on
the CIA's performance in the [ran-Contra
afr. Officiils who have read the report
Said it contains a series of “legal briefs”
on the roles plaved in the affair by Duane
“Dewey” Clarndge. head of the CIA's
Counterterrorism Center: Alan Fiers, head
of the agencv's Central America Task
Force: the tormer CIA station chief in
Costa Rica: the CIA station chief in Hondu-
ras: the chief of un agency base at Agua-
cate, Honduras: and others.

Intelligence sources said Mr. Bruem-
mer concluded that some CIA officers
heiped provide aid to the Nicaraguan
rebels without proper authorization, and
that some fiiled to tell the CIA's inspector
veneral and congressional investigators
the truth aboiit their activities.

The sources said some of the CIA ofti-
cers implicated in the Iran-Contra affair
are expected o be transferred. ordered to
take early retirement. or perhaps even
fired after Mr. \Webster finishes studving
Mr. Bruemmer's report.

[tisn't clear. however, if the personnel
changes Mr. Webster began making ves-
terday will head off efforts by the Senate
and  House inteiligence commitiess 1o
tighten oversight of covert actuviues.

Mr. Stolz. the new chief of CLA covert
operations. joned the CIA m 1930 after he
was gradudied from  Ambherst College.
which also 15 Mr. Webster's alma mater.
He served under cover as a State Depart-
ment pohitical officer m a number of Euro-
pean capitals, mehuding Moscow: Rome:
Frankturt, West Germany: and softa. Bul-
aarti He also served as chief of the Cl1A's
European operations division and as the
agency's chiet luuson with Britn's intelly-
vence services betore he retired.

CHe's aspy s spyL saud former CLA op-
erttions  director John MeMahon,  who
catled Mro Stolz a siiper choee,

Since s retirement from the CLAL Mr.
Stolz has worked s a consultant on na-
Hom! secirity assues. d CLA official sand.
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