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Bonn and Its Many Enemies Within: |
Spy Scandals Bare Its Vulnerability!

By JAMES M.m N
Spectal to The New York Times
BONN, Dec. 7 — An undulating wall
of cement, steel and barbed wire sepa-
rates West and East Germany, but for
-Communist spies the frontier is the
most penetrable in a divided Europe.
Several

-

are thouﬁt t0 Spy on ministries and in-
dustries in West Germany, pursuing an
estimated three-fourths of the Warsaw
Pact’s espionage on NATO’s most im-
portant European member.

Sharing a common language and cul-
ture with West Ge: , they operate
with little apparent fear of detection or
arrest by authorities.

East-West espionage.
Secret testimony -
Hans-Joachim Tiedge, a senior coun-
terintelligence official who defected to
,East Germany in August, had betrayed
[two Western agents who had infiltrated
,the inner circle of the ruling Commu.-
:nist establishment in East Berlin. This
‘revelation was quickly passed to the
‘press, provoking what amounted to an
;unusual confirmation of its veracity.
. “This is why we didn’t want to have
‘an inquiry in the first place,” said Mi-
chael Butz, an Interior Ministry
spokesman. ““Too much information
‘can be leaked.””

‘Spies Believed Planted |
‘Among the Immigrants

. The chain of spy scandals that has
,agitated Bonn for the last five months

has highlighted the peculiarities of a
sundered Germany. It is one of the

' ‘““There are three million Germans
Jrom the D.D.R. living in West Germa- .
ny,” said an American intelligence !
pfficer, using the German initials for
the German Democratic Republic.
; ‘How are you supposed to keep track of
all of them?”

cials, several hundred visiting West
Germans are crudely blackmailed by
East German operatives who try to
convert them to agents when they re.
turn home. :

Through staged traffic accidents or
threatened reprisals against East Ger-
man relatives, the visitors are pres-
sured to sign compromising contracts.
Some refuse; others sign and denounce
their actions on their return- to the
West. But a few succumb.

The Ministry for State Security also
lures unsuspecting university students

innocent-sounding advertise-

through
ments in West Berlin negrspapers for .
freslance ‘“‘research’

that slowly enmesh them in espionage.
And so-called Romeos have had as-

:ged Bonn secmﬁixl;- into bet.nylng,
state secrets. ‘
Behind the Treachery,
‘A Bundle of Motives’

Georg Pohl, who heads a Bonn-based

'] association that advises businesses on

combating espionage, said *‘a bundle of
motives” draws West Germans into
spying for the East. He cited resent.
ment at missing a promotion, alcohol-
ism or other personal debilities that in-
vite blackmail, and the elementary

curiosities of Germany’s postwar divi-
sion that the strivings of Bonn govern-
Inents to keep alive the idea of a united i
‘Germany have made it easier for Com.- '
[munist agents to conduct their work of
political, military and industrial espio-
nage.

- Last year, the Government of Chan-
‘cellor Helmut Kohl congratulated itself
that some 40,000 East Germans had
been legally allowed to emigrate west-
ward. Yet West German counterintelli-
gence officers consider it inevitable
that a new generation of so-called ‘“‘per-
spective agents” — whose work will
not show results for a decade — has
been seeded among the i .

: “Itisnotthatwehavemmspiea
than the United States or France," said
a Bonn Cabinet minister. “It is just
that here suspicion extends over mil-
lions of people. In an American city you
mightwﬂtedownmemmuofauspy
suspects in a notebook. You can’t do
that here.”

pointed the division of

wuhtoletdlmoreexcitlngufe.
“The M.F.S. doesn’t pay as much as
it should for what it gets,” said Mr.
Pohl, using the German initials for the ,
Ministry for State -Security. ‘‘Money
isn’t the main reason that people spy.
You don’t make money through espio-

nage.
Abroad range of West German espio-
nage experts agreed that few of their
countrymen become spies out of ideo-
logical conviction. The 36-year-old Fed-
eral Republic has had com-
parable to the cabal of Cambridge-edu-
cated British intellectuals who became -
spies for the Soviet Union abe-
lief in the superiority of Communism.
But a high-ranking West German in.
telligence officer observed that Switz-
erland, another nation where German
is spoken, was far more resistant to in- ‘
filtration than his country. He pin-
Germany, its
azi past and a feeble West German

lnaﬂomlconsciameuummfor

the countrys’s vulnerability. i

“We notice that if the D.D.R. is
rather successful here, compared to
Switzerland, it is because of the ab-
sence of an identity with the state in the
Federal Republic,” he said.

The defection of Mr. Tiedge, a 19-
year veteran of West Germany’s coun-
terintelligence agency, may be a case
in point.

After a detailed investigation, Bonn's
Interior Ministry has concluded that
long-term “‘mole’’ planted in
e::la Office for the Defense of the Con-

logne. Rather,
to an official privy to tion,
Mr. Tiedge, a 48.year-old widower,

Did the Traitor Warn
Three Agdents to Flee?

Even so, Mr. Tiedge’s abrupt defec-
tion is generally considered the gravest
operative blow to West German intelli-

ade for the K.G.B.,
gence agency. Mr. Tiedge’'s knowledge
of West Germany’'s methods
tering Warsaw Pact spying
Communist offensive efforts
much easier.

Interior
lieve that Mr. Tiedge,
sponsible for tracking East German
spies, warned three highly placed Com-
munist agents in Bonn to flee: Ursula
Richter, a 52-year-old secretary in an
organization of former refugees; Her-
bert Willner, a senior official in a foun-
dation close to the liberal Free Demo-
cratic Party, and his wife, Herta-As-
trid Willner, a long-serving secretary
in the Charellor’s office.

The same officials assert that Mr

Tiedge was unaware that Sonja Liine-
burg, a secretary to Economics Minis-
ter Martin , Was a spy. In-
tiltrated into the Federal Republic in
the 1960’s under the identity of a West
German who had moved to the East,
the 60-year-old Miss set off

the Bonn spy scandal by failing to re-
‘turn from vacation on Aug. 2. )

{rntinned
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what critics contend are weaknesses in

Wesy Germany’s intelligence proce-
dures. One has been a reluctance of

Low Morale Said to Hurt

New Chief Is Expected
“To Shake Things Up’

Some critics from friendly NATO
services contend that a bureaucratic

week place,” a NATO intelligence offi-

cer complained, using the name of the
should '

‘“They have a stricter than
the army or the police and live in their
from the peo-

ple,”” commented Franz Loeser, a high-
ranking East who
defected in 1963. ‘“The thing

wtbommﬂa-otﬂupodufelntho.
est.

”.n
officer warned. ‘‘You and I don’t be-
lieve in it, but it exists.”
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