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Soviet Defector Defends
Book Against Criticism

By EDWIN McDOWELL

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 31 — B;'eak-

ing a monthiong silence, Arka y N.
gl':%vchenko, the hi -
Soviet official to defect to the West,
today denied allegations that his best..
selling book is exaggerated, embel.
lished or inaccurate.

The book, *“Breaking With Mos-
Cow,”” has been on the best seller list
for 22 weeks. But an article by Ed-
ward Jay Epstein in The New Repub-
lic magazine earlier this month
charged that Mr. Shevchenko, who
defected in 1978, made up important
parts of the book with the apparent
complicity of the Central Intelli
Agency, The a e t to
cast doubt on Mr. Shevchenko’s claim
that he spied for the United States
beginning in 1975, while he was Under
Sec and the ranking
Soviet diplomat at the United Na.
ﬁms. - -

an hourlong news confer-
enm National Press Club this

ranted attacks” and “plain false.
hoods.’’ If his book is a fraud, he said,
‘““then two Presidents of the United
States are frauds, both Carter and
Reagan, who knew about my story,
and the several National Security ad-

visers also are frauds.”

number of United
States officials have said that Mr.
Shevchenko’s book i iall

1977 to 1981.
Blames Faulty Memory .
But Mr. Epstein’s article cited a
number of apparent inconsistencies
in Mr. Shevchenko’s account, several
of which the former Soviet diplomat
today blamed on a faulty memory.
‘“Human memory is not a perfect
instrument,” Mr. Shevchenko said.
“I'm amazed that I didn’t make more
mistakes than I already did.”” He de.
scribed the errors as minor.
The most important of them was in

describing at length a 1976 dinner.

party at the apartment of Boris
Solomatin, the head of the K.G.B. in
NewYork,atwhichtheyandGeorgi
A. Arbatov, the Soviet authority on
the United States, supposedly dis-
cussed President Ford’s chances of
winning re-election — discussions
that Mr. Shevchenko said he relayed
to the American case officers.

In his article, Mr. Epstein wrote
that Mr. Solomatin had returned to
the Soviet Union in July 1975, six
months before Mr. Shevchenko began
his alleged spying for the United
States. Today, Mr. Shevchenko said
that he may have been wrong about
the date. “I think that it happened a

y

ct with the Cm F.B.I Ifit

after July, Solomatin wasn’t

in the U.S. Either way, the ac-

is fictionalized.”

. Shevchenko, dressed in a dark

suit, yellow shirt and red checked tie,
i he waited until now to re.

spond to the article because he was

and because he had not wanted to re.
spond at all. But, he said, “when it’s
been snowballing, I feit that I had to
react.”

In answer to a question, he ac-
knowledged that he had not been out
of the country on vacation late in
June, shortly before Mr. Epstein’s ar-
ticle appeared, as his editor and law-
yer had said he was.

Mr. Shevchenko denied any C.I.A.
involvement with the book, except to

he] m translators when he’
an

agency that he would not reveal the

names of its officials, but the agency

did not Eeleg him write the EBﬁ, aﬁc[

not see it before it was published and

did not mﬁc_u]arlz Tike lﬂie portrait

that he painted of the agency in the
K.

boo)

Although Mr. Shevchenko said he
could not speculate on Mr. Epstein’s
motives in attacking his book, he said

‘that Soviet officials ““have been work-

ing here in the United States to com-
promise me.” He said he was told
that some Soviet officials were talk.
ing to Congressional assistants and
journalists, presumably to under-
mine his veracity.
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