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U.S. Is Said to Aid Contras Via Salvador

By JAMES LeMOYNE
Special to The New York Times
SAN SALVADOR, Feb. 12 —United
States assistance to Nicaraguan guer-
rillas has reoentlzo been cl::irxn‘ngeled
through El Salvador, acco to
American and Nicaraguan exile offi-
cials, apparently in an effort to make
up for a recent cutoff of supplies by
Honduras

At least some of the aid has been
flown from the military airport at llo-
pango air base, just outside this capi-
tal, one source said. It was not clear

come only from the Salvadoran Air
Force or also from the Government of
Presideat José Napole6n Duarte.

Officially, both Government and
military officials continue to deny as-
sisting the Nicaraguan anti-Govern-
ment guerrillas, who are known igcally
as contras.
. But tl i

ency’s air and
cara; 0
re in , and sup-
lies to Nicara guerrillas were
own out of El Salvador on a regular
basis in the same period, several rebel
sources said.

Assistance from El Salvador now ap-
pears to have picked up again, because
the Honduran Govermment has ob-
structed supply flights since October,
using the issue to press the United
States for better terms on economic
and political issues.

Embarrassing Bad Luek

Although they have been secret, the
rebel flights out of El Salvador have
had a run of bad luck that has made
them embarrassingly public. In the
last two weeks, one plane taden with
supplies for the guerrillas made a

1 and another plane, or part of a piane,
crashed under unexplained circum.
stances.

In both cases, the Salvadoran mili-
tary sealed off the area, recovered the
planes and denied further knowledge of
the affair. United States officials also
evinced uncharacteristic ignorance of
the incidents in a country where air
traffic is monitored.
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A highly reliable source with close
contacts in the Government said that
he was certain that at least one of the
planes was carrying cargo for the Nica-
raguan guerrillas and that he sus-
pected the other was as well.

The least deniable incident occurred
last week, when a plane made a forced
landing 40 miles northeast of the capi-
tal at a small airstrip after having me-
chanical problems.

Salvadoran press reports identified
the piane as a De Havilland registered

'in either Canada or the United States, |
jthe press here reported, under the

| number CGVGX C.7.

| tw?e plane’s crew i::ludeddid apilot and

- passengers w| not speak
Spanish, according to reporters who
went to the scene. Local peasants said
several bundies were thrown out of the
Rlane before it landed. Salvadoran
troops in helicopters combed the area
to recover the unidentified gear, local
residents said.

2 Mercenaries Cite Flights

Other reports of Nicaraguan rebel
aid passing through El Salvador be-
{ came public last year, when the Costa
Rican police arrested five foreign sol-
diers of fortune in the camp of a Nica-
raguan anti-Government guerrilla
group on the Costa Rican border.
Two of those who were jailed —
Steven P. Carr, who is an American,
and Peter F. Glibbery, who is British —
said in interviews that they had first
flown to El Salvador on a rebel weap-
ons flight from Miami that landed at
Hopango military airport last June.
The DC-3 cargo plane, with a Cuban- -
American pilot, was filled with guns
and ammunition for the rebels, both
men said. They were et by Salvado-
ran Air Force officers on landing, they
| added, and Salvadoran troops unloaded
the cargo, carrying it to a warehouse. A I
smaller plane then ferried the weapons !
to rebel camps in Costa Rica, they said. .
One of the pilots of the small plane’s
flights appeared to be a Salvadoran
civilian, the two men said The other
pilot, they contended. identified hun
self as a member of the Salvadoran Air
Force, the most independent and cun
servative branch of the Salvadorar
:armed forces. '




