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USSR and Afghans

HE interesting thing about the latest news from
Afghanistan is that the Ruseians would
Mnthcmklocmgthanspmdmm

on their venture.

Russisn troope and their local Afghan clients set
out in mid-August to close off their southern border
omandfwaﬂtomﬁhmnnofgucrﬂhnndmp-
ons from neighboring Pakistan.

'l‘homilhyopcntionm&havagmmmahly
well from the Russians’ point of view in the beginning.
On Sept. loAfghmmppaPnndmtBabnkad
declared the frontier was doudfonveragamstﬂn
enemy like an unbreakable wall.”

But a lively battle has been going on ever since
around Khost. Khost is a town held by Soviet and
puppet Afghan troops, south of the main road from
Peshawar in Pakistan to Kabul in Afghanistan. The
mmthmughl(hoothnbeenthemmavmm
Afghanistan for rebel forces receiving American help.

During the summer rebels surrounded Khoet. In
mid-September the Soviets reinforced the Khost garri-
oonhymandthenlaunchedacmmheroffmvehun
it against the surrounding guerrillas. It is called the
heaviest fighting so far in the civil war.

The Soviets have been attempting to pacify Af-
ghanistan since they invadeq it late in 1979, and they
.mmnahngmﬁmmmmuuw
gwwsuevuandmmsuccauﬁllﬂmyurﬂnnlut.

The Soviets could, if they chose, increase their
phyncalfaeemAfghammnunmomelyandgob-
ably decisively, if they were willing to spend the effort,
funds, and manpower. Why have they not grestly in-
aundthefawcommmdmmm?

At the time of the invasion they were estimated to
hnvoputubouthOOOOmnmAIghmme
latest estimate by the International Institute of Strate-
gic Studies is 115,000. That a small in-
crease, but nothing to what the Soviets could do. Their
total military strength is over 5 million.

A permissible deduction from the known facts is
Mﬂnyhaveabmpoltyofmmwhmdh
MA@mpmbknudwvdywnhmﬂmform
from their southern command. They apparently have
notdnwndownmod:ceommmdswmnfmthe

deployment in Afghanistan.
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This policy is in contrast to American policy in
Vietnam. President Lyndon Johnson sent half a mil-
lion Americans to that theater by withdrawing forces
from all other areas, including the vital European the-
ater. The Russians have not weakened their strength
in Europe or Asia for the sake of

'l‘humuu-nmnkeutrelatwelymyfortheUSand
China — the main providers of aid to the Afghan re-
sistance forces — to feed in enough weapons, supplies,
and ammunition to keep the resistance alive. A resis-
tance movement that has survived through nearly six
years of often bitter fighting against a vastly better
armed Soviet Army is vigorous and alive.

Have the Russians learned something from the
American experience in Vietnam?

They have limited their spending on the Afghan
venture. They have never put enough into it to weaken
them on any other front. They can afford what they
are spending. They are not weakening their strategic
position elsewhere. The US spent beyond its home-
front tolerance in Vietnam and had to get out. The
same will not happen to the Russians in Afghanistan.

The other side of the coin is that it continues to look
like a *‘no win"’ situation for them. Americans and
Chinese keep feeding enough help to the resistance to
keep it alive and fighting. Moscow does not raise the
stakes. This can go on indefinitely.

Six years of fighting in has led the
Russians into a stalemate. It could be broken in two
ways; either by a big increase in the Soviet invest-
ment, or by a big increase in US and Chinese aid to
the Afghan loyalists. Neither is likely because each
side could escalate to balance off what the other does.

In effect Washington and Peking, working in silent
and unavowed partnership, have produced a situation

from which Moecow can escape only through negotia-
tion and compromise.
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