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Arms Called PenI to Are'a*

equipment, they said, mmm'Cubamminmcua.gua. 500 to 600
Cuba. But thess new supplies, they sald, 13, "o said to be training the Nica-
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 2 — The Reagan |
Administrationis pomm Nicaragua
as a serious threat to Central America
because of a military buildup directed
by Cuba anc‘l):ﬂhe ds.cl:viet Unicn

A senior intelligence
reports, told npurten today that Nica-

as El Salvador. Like other Administra.
tion officials and military analysts in-

terviewed on the subject, the official
spokemeondmonmathemtbeidmu-

Other Administration officials said
that President Reagan was considering
the question of whether to order United
States military forces to combat the
threat or to rely on a variety of other
means ranging tmn dlplomacy to cov-
ertaction. "

Administration I:DMM vt
The Administration,” officials ac-.
knowledged, is divided along lines that
reflectan unusual reversal of roles. Sec-
retary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
supported by the White House counsel-
lor, Edwin Meese 3d, has become the
leading advocate ol nsina torce, the otﬂ-
cials said. ot . w
But Secretary De ense- w
Weinberger, with strong from
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has argued
against using military force because it
might lead to a protracted involvement
like that in Vietnam. The military lead-
ers fear that the American pyblic would
not support x&!.n:;y action and might
turn against ministration’s plans
to znodominthnrmedforees del
ccording to an assessment widely
shared by military and intelligence ana-
lysts, Nicaragua has expanded its mili.
tary manpower and received a steady .
flow of military equipment from. the
Soviet Union and its Eastern European
allies through Cuba. :
Long-TermThreat Is Seen

The objective, the analysts said, is to
make Nicaragua, led dy the left-wing
Sandinist Government, dominant

have permitted Prime Minister Fidel
Castro’s Government to ship large,
quantities of older weapons and equip-x
ment to Nicaragua.

The Reagan Administration is most |
concerned, the senior official said, by!
the p: of - Nicaragua a
MIG-17 andi MIG-21 Soviet jet ﬁghters
from Cuba. He said that Cuba
cently received 17 later models of the
MIG-21, thus making the older planes
availabletoNieangua

Other. officials said they. ex'pected
Nicaraguan pilots now in training in
Bulgaria or other Eastern European na-
tions to return to Cudba, pick up the
fighter planes and fly them to Nicara-
gua. msenlorotﬂdalwdthatmu-
pected next spring.

The officials said they had aerial pic-
being jengthened  sccomrmodats Men:

g lengthened to acco te
peﬂorm:’nc:hlet aircraft. In ;‘ddmon.
they sai Nicaraguans have re-
ceived antiaircraft guns and smail sur-
face-to-air missiles from the Soviet
] Union to protect theairfields.

Nicaragua has a military assistance
agreement with Vietnam under which
. Hanoi has evidently promised to send to
\Nimngua 1,000 United States helicop-
ters, transports and light fighter planes
seuadlﬁertheVleamnWar o

Dmbuenhbmtyw o
But some analysts expressed serious.
doubts about whether Nicaragua would
be able to strike deep into neighboring
.countries, largely because it does not
hnvetheuilnedmentoﬂyortomm-
tain the aircraft, weapons and sophisti-
cated udarandcommmicauom equlp-
ment N
Some” officials were also dublous
about the ability of the Vietnamese to
furnish the 1,000 aircraft they pledged to
Nicaragua and about the condition of
those planes. They questioned whether
-they mndbeablemﬂyandwhether
Nicaragua could absorb all or, even a
large partof them. : 1
On the other hand, other Central
American nations are so lightly armed'
t.hat a few MIG’s mightbe a tormldable
force. The senior official meeting with|
mpumrs said that those MIG’s would
upthebdancea;amsmmdum torin-
stance.
At TR 5
on ts allies have
numbers of military advisers to Nicara-
gua. The senior official said that the
capital, Managua, ‘has become an in-
ternational center with East Germans

cvcnthePL.O ”orPalestimLibam
_timOrxntnﬁon.
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In addition, military analysts said, :

."_' ture. -
‘ Mostotﬂnshxpmentsfmm(:ube,
| they said, have been unloaded at the

raguan Army while East Germans were
supewising the training of internal se-
curity forces

The Niuraguan Army, the officials
said, has grown from about 7,000 men
when the new government came to
power two and a half years ago to about
80,000 today, a mixture of forces
and militia. They said the objective
seemed to be a regular force of 50,000
and a militia of 200,000. . . .
manalystssmdthatmenmnitmy
had been spotted around
the country. Some were patterned
closely after Soviet military posts, with
barracks, workshops, supply depots and
athletic fields 1aid cut inthe Soviet fash.
ion.

The Nicaraguan Armv has abnm 23
older Soviet tanks, the officials said, !
shipped from Cuba and replaced t.bere
by newer Soviet models. They said the
tanks appeared to be intended to main- |
tain control over a restless population
sineetheywwldnotbeeftecﬁve in the
Central American jungle. .

T

Nicaragua has also received antltank
weapons, howitzers, medium and heavy
mortars, autornatic rifles ‘and trucks.
The analysts said they expected Nicara-
gua to receive armored reconnaissance
vehicles, armored personnei carriers,
morenrtnleryand more trucks in the m-'
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ports-of Puerto Cabezas, on the north-
east coast of Nicaragua, and Bluefields,
on the southeast coast. Smali shipments
havealso gonein by air, they said.

*_Some of the small arms coming from
Cube have been passed on to guerriila
forces in El Salvador, the officials said.

They have identified at.least five over-
land routes to El Salvador, _they said,

plussea and air routes, .

Arpew tactic forshippmg arms into El
Samor“they saléla wu;sh ft:rn helicopters
to off during daylight in Nicaragua
and to time their arrivals in El Salvador
for dusk. They would then be unloaded
andtakeoﬂmdercoverordnrknes to
returntoNicaragua.




