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. that the Reagan administration would~’

“move could have serious oonsequemmk
-for continued U.S support of the gov
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‘ Councll staff. Haig said Fontaine’s ]astl
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Secrebary ‘of * State+ Alexanders:
Haig Jr.yesterday denied vehementlyq

t.(

support a right-wing military eoup in:
El Salvador, and warned that such a:!

emment there,
- Haig’s - comments were part of aj
strong and - concerted admm:stratxon.
effort to deny statements made Tues-i
day.in El Salvador by a former Salva-;
doran intelligence officer, Maj. Robert,

with” Reagan administration- officials:
had convinced him . that they wouldL
not object to a coup. - :

.- After ‘a foreign pohcy hneﬁng for"
the Senate, Haig told reporters: * :

“T want to emphasize that this dom
not represent US. policy in’ any way.}’
It is counter to the policy we have
“been implementing and pursuing in El
Salvador, and such an outcome would|
have serious consequences for ‘our]
ability to oontmue bo’ pursue those

pohcm. N
Reagan adnumstratxon ofﬁ-
cxals w1th whom ‘D’Aubisson  said hey
had unspecified meetings was -
Fontame, now Latin American
ist on the National Secunty*,

Jmeeting with D’Aubxsson ‘took plaoe
“Inore than -a, year - before Presxdenb
. assumed office. * =" 4
WAt the White House,” prws secretary
“James S. Brady said, “Roger "Fontaine:-
-has authorized 'us to say the- state-;
_ments made: by “the major regardmg,
his views on the’ Salvadoran govem-m
ment are pure fiction. He said that hei;
.never stated or.’implied anything ofl
_the sort to anyone, anywhere, at any

ikl

t‘.‘ 'W%doh« o

time, categoncally denymg the s |
clamx.

-Yet another’ demal came from State:
Deparl:ment _:spokesman ; Wnlham}
Dyess, who sald “There is nothmg thej |

president has saxd the ‘secretary- of} °
; atatc has eaid, pubholy or privately, ori
‘any official .of’; this - government _hasi .
‘said that would Wwarrant. reaching thatl

* [D’Aubisson’s), conclusion. it ol

-
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f,m %El | Salvador

_treme rightist | factions in that conflict.

vador: |

‘dertone of skepticism and neﬁ’omnaas

vcxally since Monday, when-the admin--
‘20" additional U.S. ‘military : advisers:

THE WASHINGTON POST
5 March 1981

e M AT

" Dyess did raise eysbrows among re-i]
porters at the State Department daily’
briefing when he refused to reply di-i
rectly to questions about whether l:hel*1

United States would oppose a coup.;
- While saying that the United States is).:
“opposed in principle to military takei
~overs;. he . insisted - that - his: answe

‘should not be applied to ¥ any partl {7
‘ larsntuatxon. L T
The admmxstratxon has become in-?
' creasmgly sensitive to suggestions thatit
(it viéws the Salvadoran civil war pri
‘manly in terms of the East-Wat con-

flict. and that its zeal in combating
communist-bloc support for Salvador-
an leftist insurgents is greater than its
concern:about the excesses of the ex-

~During;recent days, the administra-
tion has increased significantly its ef-
forts to:assure Congress, the American
public and foreign governments that it
supports democratlc reform in El Sal-

fended ' the. civilian-mili

govem-
ment headed by President Jose Napo-
leon’ Duarte, a- Christian Democrat,
against charges that it is a captive of
the right, contending that Washington
considers the- govemment to be cen-

trist and reformist. s
Desplte these assuranc%, an unL'

has been evident in Congrsm espe-
istration:announced that it is sending

and $25 ‘million in new military aid to
help the Salvadoran govemment com~

Hlll oentered on compansons with |
the U.S..involvement in Vietnam and
perceptions that Washington. is back- 1
/ing: a: government with no - popular
.support - does not seem to be trans-

]at.mg into any serious. move to oppose

admmnstratxon policy. -1 .
+Congressional sources said yaterday

that -most members of Congress.ap-:

50, i wpx agh SR Y “t ,;uﬂz.

lReagan to comply with the act by re-

- (Calif.), have shown signs of beoomxﬂg

-other Senate: critics are relatlvely 180-
lated: But, the sources added, i
"US. military* involvement in o) S »

"‘Cranston could be the nucleus of a:

vsupport. of t their position., : ;. ;i 583 iz

pear reluctant to challenge t.he admm
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istration too vocally Ihlnbxtmg them;
the sources. said, are such factors as
‘the administration’s success in por-
traying the Salvadoran guerrilla move-
ment - as - communist-supported and
the desxre of Repubhcam, who' oontrol
the Senate to mamtam a loyallst pos.';

ted, . the:
Democratlc ‘side, there’s a clear ‘ten:|
dency to- be , tigers when . they have
Haig or “some: other officials - in - a-
closed ' committee  hearing and:.ther'.
turn into pussyoats when they‘ra,,nut |

.t .‘,—‘ )

In the Democratlc-oontrolled House,
those members who could be: called: a".
hard-core". bloc..of opposition to the-
Salvadoran pohcy number only gt

One, Rep Richard" L. Ottmgen -
N.Y.), yesterday ‘challenged the] ad-"
ministration’s contention that the War
Powers Act does not apply to- 1ts‘ - dis--
patch of .advisers to El Salvador by
introducing " a " ‘resolution calling, on

porting formally to Congrees on his
actlons. ¥

Jv'
In the Senabe cntxcnsm of f.he ad-:
ministration has been even more mut-*
ed, although two Democratic members”}
of the Foreign Relations Committee;:
John Glenn (Ohio) and Alan Cramton

potential point men for & possible £
fenswe agamst the pohcy : ‘
"~ So far," the ‘sources sa;d, they’ lm&-j-'

vador ‘should ' increase, Glenn i and

movement that could bring the oom,-;
mittee’s other  Democrats into - open ‘
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