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Soviet Defector Defends

By EDWIN McDOWELL

Spacial 0 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 31 — Break.
ing a silence, N.
5 lmmtl':lont%e Arl:ady
Soviet official to defect to the West,
today denied allegations that his best-
selling book is exaggerated, embel-
lished or inaccurate.

The book, ‘“‘Breaking With Mos-
cow,” has been on the best seller list
for 22 weeks. But an article by Ed-
ward Jay Epstein in The New Repub-
lic magazine earlier this
that Mr. Shevchenko, who
defected in 1978, made up important
parts of the book with the apparent
compilicity of the Central In
Agency, The N‘ﬁm%
cast doubt on Mr. Shevchenko’s claim
that he spied for the United States
beginning in 1975, while he was Under
Sec

and the
Soviet diplomat at the United Na-

During an houriong news confer-
ence at the National Press Club this
morning, Mr. Shevchenko described
Mr. Epstein's as ‘“‘unwar-
ranted attacks” and ‘“‘plain false-
hoods."’ If his book is a fraud, he said,
‘‘then two Presidents of the United
States are frauds, both Carter and
Reagan, who knew about my story,
and the several fl:a:tionnl Security ad-

visers also are frauds.”
number of Uni
States officials %ve w% &t Mr.

Blames Faulty Memory

of which the former Soviet diplomat
today blamed on a faulty memory.

spond at all. But, he said, “when it’s

on vacation late in
June, shortly before Mr. Epstein’s ar-
ticle appeared, as his editor and law-

yer had said he was.
I. Shevchenko denied any C.1.A.
involvement with the book, except to

he m ranslators “when he
. ier verion in
Russian. He said he assured the

agency that he would not_reveal the
names of its officials, but the a

id not eg m te the s
not see it before it was published and
did not cularly ik lﬂi

book.

Although Mr. Shevchenko said he
could not speculate on Mr. Epstein’s
motives in attacking his book, he said
that Soviet officials ‘‘have been work-
ing here in the United States to com.
promise me.” He said he was told
that some Soviet officials were talk-
ing to Congressional assistants and
journalists, presumably to under-
mine his veracity.
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