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Senigr K.G.B. Man Said to Defect ]
- And Give Spying Data to the West]

WASHINGTON, Sept. 26 — A senior
member of the K.G.B. has defected and
is providing information to the West

"about Soviet espionage operations in
Europe and the United States, Reagan
Administration officials said today.
| Samaafficials said that the defector,
Vitaly Yurchenko, 50 vears oid, had
alsoidentified several empiovees of the

Central Intelligence Agency as Soviet

agents. It w ¢l
counts of Am,

whether those involved were contract
em or JA. O -
cers,

The reported defection of Mr. Yur-
chenko is the latest in a series of such
episodes that haye rocked intelljgence
jagencies in both the East and West, in-

Administration officials and senior
intelligence sources described Mr.
Yurchenko as a rising figure in the
K.G.B. 4

An intelligence source said the defec-
tions are expected to harm Soviet spy
networks in Europe and eisewhere. He
said American analysts

ing large numbers of agents on the as-
sumption they have been compro-
mised.

The officials said that as a result of
Mr. Bokhan’s information the United
States ha§ delayed its planned sale of
F-16 fighter jets to Greece. Officials
said the arrests last week in Athens of
three men in the Greek armed forces

on charges of spying for the Soviet

[cludmg the defection to the West this
summer of the K.G.B. station chief in
London and the defection to East Ger- ;
many of the chief West German spy-
catcher. .

In another of these developments, of-
ficials confirmed today that Sergei
Bokhan, the deputy director of Soviet
military intelligence in Athens, had de-
fected to the West in May and has pro-
vided information about the penetra-
tion of the Greek Government by Soviet
agents.

The officials, who asked not be iden-
titied, said Mr. Yurchenko has been
taken to an undisciosed location in the

United States, where he is being ques-
tioned C.L.A. officials. ’

‘Chancellor Helmut Kohl has been

If his are borne out by fur-

ther_investigation, they may confirm -

the | ime suspicions of some

gence agents that the C.I.A. has been
compromised by ope or more Amer-
icans who were secretly working as

Soviet agents. .
Lauder, a C.I.A.

said he would have no comment on any

G ons or on ons that

ble agents had been discovered ig the
agency. i

Union also arose after Mr. Bokhan was
questioned. ;

In West Germany, the government of
shaken by a series of high-level defec-
tions.

Since the beginning of August, a sen-
jor West German counterintelligence
officer, two secretaries and an army
messenger have vanished from West

Germany; all are believed to be in East
Berlin. Each is of having
bemasgforthommmbloc for a.
number of years. * :
One of the most serious of these, offi-
cials say, was the defection in August
of Hans Joachim Tiedge, a top counter-
intelligence officer in charge of catch-
ing East German spies. A spokesman
for the West German Interior Ministry
:ﬂfdthat.helenthhr:dnys after a se-
ty check into background had
been ordered.

The spokesman said that the suspi-
cions had been raised because he drank
heavily and led a disorderly life, not be-
cause he was thought to be an East
German ageat. _

intelligence
expect the Russians to begin withdraw- | had

Kohl Secretary Vanishes

Three weeks later, it was disclosed
that a in Chancellor Kohl’s
office had defected with her husband.
The secretary, Herta-Astrid Willner,
and her husband, Herbert Adolf Will-
ner, disappeared while on vacation in
Spain. .

Also this summer, Oleg A. Gordiyev-
sky, a K.G.B. official who officials say
a longn career as a double agent,
defected to the West from his post in
London. Several officials suggested
that he had ended a profitable career in
the service of the West out of fears that
he was about to be caught.

Officials said that Mr. Yurchenko,
who had been stationed in Italy, was a
more senior member of the Soviet
K.G.B. than Mr. Gordi .

‘‘He was very high up and ascend-
ing,” said one source.

Soviet Agents ‘Fingered’

Several officials speculated that Mr.
Yurchenko’s defection had prompted
the defections of the agents in West
Germany. Another senior intelligence
source cautioned that the recent spate
of espionage epi may be coinci-
dental, rather directly connected.

Concerning the latest reported defec-

tor, the intelligence source said: ‘‘He
has tingered a number of Soviet agents
around the world. Some of them have
already returned to’' -the Soviet
Union.Others will probably be going on
home leave soon.” '

He added that American analysts be-
lieve the defections have caused confu-
sion in the Russians’ intelligence plan-
ning. ‘“They have no idea how mmch
has been given away,”” be said. ‘‘They
can’t be suré who he has fingered. It
has got to be causing real problems for
them.”

It is not clear whether the series of -

espionage revelations has any copnec-
tion with the summit meeting between
President Reagan and Mikhail S. Gor-
bachev, .the Soviet leader, scheduled

for Nov. 19-20 in Geneva. One Adminis-
tration official said that Mr. Reagan
had been briefed on the Yurchenko de-
fection and its implications.

Mr. Lauder, the C.I.A. spokesman
sald That The azency Tt aally doe
nﬁoﬂﬁméﬁmﬂm
w not answer questions about 8
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