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Reagan Decides

To Pull Hinton

In El Salvador |

Bv John M. Goshko and Lou Cannon
Washingion Post St Wriers .
President Reagen has deciged to replace
Deene K. Himon, the US. ambassador 10
El Saivaqor,-as part of the president’s.st-

tempt 10 shore up his Central American . -
policies by:;pusting “his own pegplé™4n the -
kev positions:dealing with the zegion, a6- .
ministratonp «officials said vesterdsy... _ ...

Hinwop's ampending deparnureswas re-- |

vealeC & Gay after Reagan ousted TThomas

0. Enders .as assisian: secretary .of state |
for inter-American affeirs i € Tnove Ge- |

scribe by -one offide! es reflecting “un-

heppiness with the execution-of US. pol-

iv” in Centrel Americe.

A senior aCminsiration official said lasi
night that Geraic & Thomes. U.S.-ambes- -

sador 10 Guvane, is “& good possibilin™ 1o
replace Hinwn Anotber -semior officis)

seic the: Thoma: he¢ been recommended
for the job bv netione! securrty affeirs ad- .

viser Williers P. Clerk and the: the geci-
sior would 80on be beiore Reagan.

Hinwr, & career diplomar, is-compieting

TWC veers gs ambassador o T Salvedor,
whose avil war between lefust guerrilles
enc the UXS.-becked government i the
foce! point of U.S. invoivemen: in the re-
gor. Hinton ic about 10 begin & Two
montit leeve, anc, an administration offi-
cia! saic. “he won’t be coming back”
Asked about thic bv Washington Post
correspondent Christopher Dickey 1o San
Setvaaor, Hinton saic: “] think .that story

mignt be waced in Washington. No com-+

ment. | have said &ll along that.I'm ready
10 serve Or to come back. Wellsee .. .. I’
serve my president, our president, where
he thinks 1 can best serve. It's up to.
hir.” S
““The official said the decision to replace
Hintor was .dictate¢ both by -the fact
ther “*he’s Tred out after Two vears in &
pressure cooker” and by Reagan’s desire
to steff mejor Central. American policy .
Jops with people of unswerving Jovalty to -
his igeoiogical view of the region. Hinton
wes picked for the E! Salvador post by
Besgan’s first secretary of state, Alexan- -
der M. Hayg Jr. - o
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" Admitisfration officiale ‘the ]
TA siraty “{be -ongina
"pler - called For :announcing .zhe replace-

> s
xrent of Enders and Hintor .at ¢ late:

~date as & “package deal” 10 make the
cnanges apper-to be & routine rotation
of gxplomagcgssignments. Buwz 2hat plen
was cnanged because of copcern over pre-
mature leaks Abour Enders’ ouster.

N Some administration officiaic vester-

/D8 "8l80 sougitt 10" counter reports quot. |

' fng- onher'xﬁdgis 8¢ ssving that the

~aropping ‘of :Envers signaled = - ghite 1o, -

" Varo 2 ‘tougher;anore Gogmatically ant)-
-commumst stance in Latin Americs with
+Clark wresting rontro) - er-policy from
ShesState Departmnent. .
A ‘senior pfficis) ‘BCcompanving Reagan
2t the Williemsburg-summi: insisteq that
Enbers’ repiacement ° by Langhorne A
Fony) Motiey; 1U.S. embassador 10 Bra.
“zi.eresulted from- conflicts in perscnality
:&Qxer‘thzn policy. The-official “who -ge-
clned tobesdentified. sdid that Secre-
ary of State George P. Shult would now
“exerase Qev-dey -direction rover Cen.-
wal Amernican . policy.  But=zhic wac
greetecd with skepricism-by-other-officisic.
“who said Stz dees not heve the time.

. =Despitezheefior: 1o piav aown Clark's
“role, well-placed . administration -sources
‘neve made Tticlesr Enders was dropped
_because"be-had rur afoul of Clark end
-UN. Ambassador Jegne J. Kirkpatrick.
-another influentie) Reagan adviser.
“"They, together with other critics in the

- }Pemmagon and CL£. had become incress.

"inghv mssansﬁei with the State Depar:-
ment’s assessment of the situation - in
-Central Americe anc believed thet End-
-€rs, instead of putting prioritv-on z mil-
itary™defeat of the guerrilles in Ei Sal-
vador, favored & diplomatic solution to
the @vil war_there. :

Precisely what policy «changes will re-
sult from Reagan’s reshuffie of personne
s stilliunclear. But Enders’ dismissa) un-

_derscored -anew that Central America re-
‘mains at-thetop of the presidentia) agen.
~Gg, -generating public and politica) con-

troversy-overshadowing even such peren-

.nisl foreign policy concerns as the Middle
" Bast and erms control. :
" The origins -of the current US. in-

vo)ygmer{t in the region,; long troubled by
pol;tlcal instability and social inequality,
g0 back to 3978, when iefust Sandiniste

*guerrilies=in Nicaragus toppled an en-

trenched. U.S.-allied dicatorship and set
thet country on & Merxist-influenced,
Cuban-supported course. .

The Niceraguan revolutiorn, aided by
-woe! the Reagan administration cop-
tends .are massive communist arms sup-
-port and direction through Cube, gave
tresh impetus 10 & simila:, leftist guerrilic
-insurrection in E] Salvador and threst-
~ened 10 revive still other insurgencies in
_countnes of the isthmus.

STAT

Bui, swhile Reagan hes given top pri-

-ority 10 combeting the trend through in-
Tusions of military .aid and the -dispatch

. -of US. military -advisers to El Salvador
-anc-Honduras, the Salvadoran civil -wer ;

. hes .dragged- on inconclusivelv. The sit-

‘uation confronting the administration in
‘he regiop has these characteristics:

¢ EL SALVADOR: Despite US. aic,
"the Salvadoran militarv's fight against
the guerrilies hes beer swalemated, anc

most experts believe prolonging that sii-

ustior will lead eventuelly 10 2. guerrille
‘takeover. Reagan’s proposed solution—
Ioore &rms end training. including plens
‘10 send 100 advisers 10 & new training

base in Honduras—hes -encountered in-

creasing!v stiff opposition from Congress,
where there is fear of & growing U.S. in-
-volvernent reminiscent of Vietnem.

Politiceliv, plans have been-made for

elections at vear’s end that would carr
forwarc -El Selvador's tranmsition from
‘militery dicatorship to civilian rule. But
the ‘Saivadorar left’s refusal to partici-
pate hes caused widespread charges that
the elections will be en unrepresentative
sham -giving power w0 the right, thet
“"humer rights abuses continue unabated,
anc tha: the only solution is through
the kind of negotistions with the
guerrilles tha: the Reagan adminis.
Talion opposes so vehemently.

* NICARAGUA: US. efiorts 10
choke off the flow of arms from the
Sendinisia regime i Nicaragus to
the leftist guerrilles in El Salvador
bave brought Reagan 10 the edge of
confrontation with Congress over
revelations that the edministration
hec been funding covertly an anti-
Sendinists guerrillzs movement of

about 7,000 mer with uncerigin U.S.
control. et
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