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A White House official trying o mobilize
constituent support for President Reagan's
Centrad America policy hlames “deliberate dis-
tortion™ by the news media and major .S

churches for continuing public ignorance of

and uppwtmn to the admnm\tmtlon
in the region.
1 think the media has tried to portrav what

strategy

we think are the bad guvs. the communists, as -

Robin Hoods.” said Faith Ryan Whittlesev. the
White House director of public liaison. “And ]
think the confusion has been deliberate and
that accounts for some ol the ignorance.”
Whittlesev. who 1s directing the White
House campaign to line up conservative, husi-

ness, labor, ethnic and veterans” groups behind

Reagan’s Central America policy. said she
watched television everv night and was “ap-
palled” by
and one-sided.”

She used similar language 1o criticize the
opposition of American church leaders to ad-
ministration policy, saving thev “tend to char-
acterize the Sandinistas ax Robin Hoods. es-
fighting for social justice™ in Nicara-
g,

Whittiesev said the White House is trying te
counteract this by emphasizing that the leftist
Sandimsta government of Nicaragua has “per-
secuted Jews. Protestants and Catholics Jand}
boved wnd heckied the pone when
dewen there trving o ofier muss” .

Whittieser made her comments during an
interview in which she and an assistant. Mor-
ton (. Blackwell. assessed the con-
tinuiny White House “public dipls-
macy” campaign designed to circumn-
vent the media and church leaders
by mobilizing grass-roots organiza-
tiom~ ol their internal communica-

Lons svstems.

The two ofticials presented a writ-
ten account of 34 specific undertak-
mes on Central America originated
or encouriaged by the administration,
ncluding a supportive editorial in
American Legion Magazine, mobi-
hization of chumbers of commerce in
Latin: America, advertisements  in

h:u;,’\\'a.\

coverage she described as “biased L.

major n(—‘\\\pdpel\ pla(ed by the
Conservative Caucus "and a confer-
ence on “Democracy for Nicaragua”
.\-]mn.\ured by the Institute of Reli-
sion and Democracy.

“Thev have also published five
“White House Digests™ focusing on
suppression of civil liberties in Nic-
aragua.  the Soviet-Cuban  arms
buildup “there and the role of the
Palestine Liberation Orgamzdtl(m in
helping the Sandinistas.

A separate tabulation showed that

_representatives of 150 organizations
have participated in weeklv “out-
reach”™ meetings in the Executive Of-

- fice Building in which prominent ad-

ministration officials, including the
ers.

Blackwell characterized all this as
"a long. incremental effort™ to con-
vince American voters that Reagan's
Central America policy makes sense.
While acknowledging that it has so
far failed to increase popular support
for the president. Blackwell—con-

president, have bieen featured speak- |

Becried

“quested: {in Ei Salvador] and there is

tended the administration is i a .

“no-lose situation.”
“Although we're behind in the
public opinion polls right now. we

|

may be in the Churchillian position -

of the 19308 and the penple who are |

OppoOsing the president’s policy may
wind up in the same boat that Nev-
ille Chamberlain did over the long
haul.” Blackwell said.

He compared Reagan's warnings
about the dangers of the Soviet and
Cuban “war machine” in Nicaragua
with Winston Churchill's unheeded
warnings ot German rearmament.
Churchill replaced Chamberlain ax
British prime minister on May 14,
1940, eight months after the out-
break of World War 1L

Blackwell  said  Reagan’s . policv
will be approved by a majority of
Americans if the present combina-
tion of pressure and negotiation suc-
ceeds. T on the other hand. the
president doesn't get what he has re-

a disaster, it seems to me very rea-
sonithle that the American people
will pin the blame where it belongs.”
Blackwell said. making clear that he
meant opponents of the poliey.
Recent public opinion polls have
shown deep voter skepticism about
administration poliecv in Central
America. A Washington
News pioll last .week showed over-
whelming disapproval of CIA sup:
port for guerritlas tryving to’

over- |

Post-ABC"

throw the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. |

although a majority "did agree that

the situation in Central America was

“a threat”™ to the United States.

In a finding that underpins White .
Hotse sensitpdty aboat news coverd!
I ase of Central America,

49 percent
of voters said they would tend to be-
fieve major television and newspaper
reports compared with 39 percent
who said they would tend 1o believe
Reagan. The remainder said it would
depend on the specit‘ic story or had
no opinion.

Polls taken for the White House
by Richard B. Wirthlin have consis-

. tently shown voter indifference and

imorance about Central America.
After the president made a mayor
speech about it to a joint session of

SCongress in Aprilc a Wirthlin poll

found that seven out of 10 voters
didit even know he had mentioned
Nicaragua.

Wirthlin has attributed the con-
tusion to Central America being “a
hack-burner issue” for most Amer-
icans and 1o the complexity of a sit-

~nation in which the United States ix

supporting  guerrillas  fighting  the
Jettist  government in Nicaragua
~while  opposing  leftist - guerrillas

tighting the U.S.-backed government

in Bl Salvador. Whittesev criticized
published - polls, saving questions
asked by The W. ashmgmn Post-ABC
News and The New York Times-
('BS News polls were “framed to
elicit a certain response.”
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“The questions can be turned
around another wav.” she said. “For
example. [vou could ask] how wouid
vou feel, if ax a result of 2 commu-
nist takever. 2 million retugees have |
coine to the United States. You get a
completely different answer if the
guestion ix framed in these terms.”

Whittiesev's White House Qut-
reach Working Group on Central
America has been .controversial even |
within the White House. She hasx
started from the premise that “going °
to vour natural supporters is one of
the basic tenets of politigal organi- -
zation as | see it.”

Originallv. her campaign was
stronglv hacked by national security -
aftairs adviser William P. Clark. a !
staunch conservative. But Clark re- |
portedly became concerned at a July !
20t meeting when one of the White~
House digesis overstated the degree

ol anu-Semitism attributed 1o -the
Sandinistas.,

.....

Staff wrniter Juan Wililams con-
tributed tu this report.
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