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More US. Trouble in El Salvador

The Umted States is on the verge of
repeating its disastrous Iranian and Ni-
caraguan policies in El Salvador, with
resuits that could be equally cata
strophic for US. interests in Central
America,

. _The State )_e_pg%f_eng,‘ ‘the Pentagon
agd the CIA have all urgec G—mmto

ush_econ! sconomic_and_mili
cog.gg n junta that rules the

mmmbanumnwnm
take control since a coup toppled Presi-
nmmmmm%_m_li

aldtothe

- nally in charge of El Salvador, will put .
the United States in a no-win posmon i
the - intelligence- experts’ predictio!

come true and the' junta collapses.
Armed revolt almost surely will break
“out, with leftist rebels encouraged by .

Yet these same agencies’ inte sence :
erts privately acknowledge O

and curb the !nordlnatc power of the
army and the 14family oligarchy that
loited El Salvador for genera-

tlons. ut this the junta cannot do, '

analysts say.

Despite repeated pledges, as recently
as jast week, to enact reform measures,
the junta is by its very makeup incapa-

rights organization.
Instead, our policy advisers are urg!ng

: Congress to rush $40.5 miilion in aid to

ble of carrying through on its pledges,

U.S. experts say. The coalition, with two

members from the military, is. “really

unnatural,” one source said, like a coali-

tion. between the Yippies and John
- Birch Society in this country.

The basic economic and political'
- power in El Salvador in this century has
rested with 14 extremely wealthy fami-

_lies, who have kept their wealth and

lltion by an unholy alliance with th
x military -And- this. power base has

** remained as sofid a3 ever since the Ocv
+toberousterottholatestmalongunc

of military dictators. )

"It might seem, with the lessons of Iran *

and Nicaragua at hand, that U.S. policy- -

Cuba and. the Soviets, . who could con-.. " makers would use the proposed millions -
ceivably gain another toehold near Mex- ~- in economic and military aid as a lever
ican oil fields. The United States will-be _:with which to pry some real reforms out:

seen once more as the bulwarkof an. un-
‘popularregime. )

The basie trouble, sources told my as- .
sociates Bob Sherman and Peter Grant,
is the lack of popular sulport for the mil- -
itary-moderate junta. Its failure to con-
trol events has been demonstrated by

continuing bloodshed—kidnapings,
_street vloleneo and random acts of ter-
“rorism. . ST gl e

The one way ‘the funta could survive,
acco  to the experts, would be to ef-"

fect land reform,-disband the-hated.:-
secret pollce, guarantee political liberty

ofthenﬂersofﬂSalvador R Ee s

It would, for example, be in line with: )

President Carter's vocal support of
human rights to demand that, in return
for US. aid, .the junta live up to its

promise of a genera) amnaty for politi-_

cal prisoners.

The United States mlght insist that-
;- the junta broaden its base to include ci--
vilian elements from .the left. This .:
- would. give it a slight chance for sur--
44
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_vivil, according to spokesmen for. the
(WOLA). a Washington-based human

-the junta without exacting any condi-

tions that would make the aid worth-

- while.

The predlctable result is that vmlenco
will continue in the unhappy natien. In-
telligence officials estimate that kidnap-

- ing is already a $20-million-a-year in-

dustry in El Salvador. Leftist elements,

- cut out of participation in the junta's re-

. gime, are believed to be preparing for

insurrection—with Cuban help. -=« ..
By using our aid package as leverage

.= for reform, there is an admittedly slim

- chance that a peaceful solution may be
" achieved in Ek Salvador. By pouring
_money down the junta rathole with no-
_concessions, there's no chance atall. - .|
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