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“The conflagration in El Salvador:is
spreading across the border into Gua- -

temala, and‘ the Reagan administra--
tion is already drafting plans to-pro-
vide the Guatemalan generals - with
military equipment. - e

The administration is expected.,,bo’
justify this increased involvement. in
the turmoil: in Ceniral America on
grounds that -the. Guatemalan ‘guer-
rillas ‘are getting support from.Cuba
by way of Nicaragua. But there is
another, more compelling reason that
will not be mentioned: Guatemala has-
oil. Though still barely tapped, its oil
deposits could make Guatemala a nch
country in a few years. " il

Former pmxdent Carter cut.* off
military aid to Guatemala and El Sal- -
vador to show US. disapproval of -
thelr military dictatorships. But-last.
January, he resicoed military assis- .
tance to the embaitled Salvadoran

junta, which had replaced the old. dlc-l

tatorship 18 months earlier. "
President - Reagan increased - the

arms shipmenis and -dispatched mil-

itary advisers to El Salvader in. the-

* belief that the Soviets: are fanning the

- flames of rebeflion there. Secret intel-
ligence reports, including intercepted -
messages, iink the- Kremlﬁr to the
.Cuban-Ni 1

activity.

Now 1 have learned that Reagani_
mﬂsoonmmmﬂitarymdto(}ua .

. temala, which,. unlike BI Salvador, is

stlll ruled by the same reot&sxve mxl—
1tary Tegime.

Inteiligence reports exxat that will

buttr%s Iieagan’s decision t0 make
Guatemala vet another arena of Jast-

. West conirentation. My asscciate Bob

Sherman has seen a: confidential De-
fense Intelligence .‘Agency analysls,.
which reports: - w5 o

“A tape recording recently captured
in a skirmish with Guatemalan guer-

rilias has- provided convincing evidence
of Cuban and Nicaraguan complicity
in organizing, directing and supporting
the Guatemalan Revolutionary Move-
"ment. ‘Socialist’ countries’ may have

'/ already been contacted to supply arms -

" and supplies, which are to pass

~through Cuba and Nicaragua before -

being forwarded to Guatemala.” - -

-~ If this has.a familiar ring, it should.
- Captured documents established the

link- between . Salvadoran  guerrillas
and ~Soviet-bloc ‘nations, which justi-

‘fied the Reagan administration’s anti-
_‘communist alarms and excursmns m

ET Salvador.

The DIA appralsal clmms that

guerrilla strength in Guatemala -is

minimal, and “only small-scale insur-

gent activity is anticipated in the near
term.” My sources say the adminis-
tration hopes that renewed US. mil-
itary aid will help the Guatemalan
‘generals eradicate  the leftist rebels
before they have a chance to grow
into a real threat. = -

The stakes in Guatemala are high.
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A conﬁdentlal Stata Depamneut cable,

last month spelled ‘out- the oil pros-

~pects this way: “The optimistic view
long held by; most. oilmen (is) that

Guatemala does in fact possess signif-
icant reserves on t}‘e order of the:
Alaskan nporth slope.” :

. Althofigh § Guatemala - expecti to»-i
’ produce only about 15,000 barrels of-

oil -g; day this- year, thecabld notes

 that~a- petroleum " consuitant has ad- .

vised:the government it could be pro-

" ducing a million barrels a: dayrwn‘.hm
.. seven or elght years. . :

- What worries the. admm:shatlon is

. that the ;Umted States may be lcsing

out in the international competition to
develop {Guatemala’s huge pefroleum
resources. Several years. ago, :Guate-- |
mala asked for US. help in exploxtmg
its oil reserves, but got nowhere. The
Guatemalans turned: elSewhers. The
State Departmert cable notes that

“U.S. companies have been edged out
“by [the} French m promxsmg explo-»

ration areas.”

" But the Guatemalans have once
‘again asked’ for -US.: help, and our-
" embassy in Guatemala Clty has urged‘1

a favorable response.’ * v L 3
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