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‘A Coniduit fa

President Reagans ‘detetmination to«
bolster world resistance to Soviet colonial-*;
*tsm and to crack down‘on the interna-"
::tional drug trade, two seemmgly unrelated

- goals, have come into collision in Pakistan. j
»~-The president wants to send. billions’j
of dollars worth of military equnpment’
‘to Pakistan, whoss-national, airline, al;
legedly is.a: conduxt for! parcotlcs;uln-
deed, the State Department apparently
has known for seven years that Paklatan ‘
Internatiorial Airliries js used
glers to transport drugs.:
= "Available information mdlcat
PIA is a major conduit for illicit narcot
ics from Pakistan to Western Europe,i

the Far Fast, Canada and:the;United:
States,” wain one; of i several : secret
documents exdmined by. my assoclates"
Jack Mitchell énd Indy Badhwar; s
The drugs “are smuggled aboatd PIA";
planes” and are “hidden in luggnge and
‘various cn'npartmenfj mside the aif-’ ‘
craft,” one report stated. - & .
* In the past, the CIA reintes, "crew lug- ..
gage [was I]) not marked a3 belonging to'a)
‘specific crew member, so if the bag. con-*
taining narcotics should be discovered. lt
cannot be sourced to any one individual.”
i . The dope traffi¢/is ho penny- anta
<operation, CIA documents make clear.;
, Amounts smuggléd out of Pakistan have ]
ranged from small packets of opium to.
-one “incredible : load  of~ 1,700 - kilos—=
,nearly two tons—of hgshxah .
4 Pakistan: has, becone the- drug-emug-
glmg capital of Asia, aind the Karachi =
~port is the center, with mtemahonal ﬁxghts
- Jeaving every day. As a result, “narmum
~networks, organized by major mtemauohal
Laﬁickem, have become mcreasmw o-
uvo," docording to one CIA report. "~ 454
.'Theré" are. reports -that suapicfous~ i
lookmg Conitdiners have been sbereted
i aboard PIA planed. For exaniple, I havés
‘learned -thét: cattons: farked ad atereo}
équipment- thad been hxdden abm:e
airlinor galleys, ;¢ -~ : . y {‘

 Jtiolation of safety rules e

‘ Tilo suspxcwus pac ag !
“critical settion’of the- fuselage thM
“naked wires that could.: have _cdused ;
‘shorts and fires,”. mspectors reported ;
{The ‘Pakistanis_had. askéd the, alrplane
’maker to give PIA ‘written'. assurance
‘that: such lrregular storage. was in, fact
“toutine ‘and  permissible, :! <But® sources
“familiar: with the excharig ' said the'Te-
1qitest was turned down by thié manufaé:
“Yuret ori grounds that the ¢ torage Was a

"' *In'a meeting . te; D p
fol'l' cials, PIA- mpresentahva said, thére.
“httle chance_to, mcarcerata of re-
fmove from service those: PIA pémonnel
“irvolved in drug trafficking” becaus 5, 0’
; they' lamely explmned,;the o
“havea powerful union} G Aa AT
& How high up ¢ he smuigg ge ten 157
“Hot documented s But deveral yeam ago a
PIA security offictal himself, ;wﬁ
in Frankfurt on chatges of drug ugglmgT
Mnyhe the: genera!s iin Pakistan’s;
mmtary dlctatorshxp are “unable to; halt,
Tthe:deadly traffié in drugs; ‘maybe. thely,
don’t ‘want to. In either-case; ‘theit, fail-)
‘ire to do so is hardly a recommendahon
for supplymg them with military aidi%; ;‘
“:Yet the Reagan: admlmstratnon‘ 18,
: omg ahead thh the proposed fll‘.(,l m‘u:k--l
‘gge, which i8 ‘to in¢lude: ‘sbmeé our‘
&moat ’sophlstlcated fi ghter ‘planes.. p-
Tpafently, the" de_c,unon‘_haxs6 been'imade
“that it i8 more lmporh’mt to. cultiva an
all than to make an issue  of drugdas
Crmcs, meanwhile,’ have queshoned
the wisdom of putting the United States
‘oni “the 'side of yet. ‘anothor”repressive;
dxctato\‘shlp Daplbmmc “and mtelh-i
{ gence sources have w 'that for all!

arently tight ontrol, the military
‘lrt:;![:‘g ia'in gerious danger of; toppling
. fromn jnternal ‘pressured. Far from beinig

tics:
ja:ptable; alhb thm crl. tgm;nother.
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