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pg iy Castelli ‘3izm,

that preache;Chnstnamty ‘Grve;
some: U&—government—*monerr 3
* work with, ¢lose ties to gaveriments;
of the:ThifdWorld nations where it
‘Serves, 1nawnau:and radid service,.]
a S31. million ayear budget and4,000-1 .
workers.in 36 countries: LeEit:bring
literacy= ——~an& ax healthy {dose-of
westem‘cnlture*—-vto remote-ladxan.
-‘tribes.‘Whht’do yoit‘g‘ét* PR 8-y
E ;Youget.meJVycliffe Bible Tran
slatorszand- its: two affiliates;:: ‘thex]
“Sumfier; Institute of Linguistics: ancE-'
thes Jungfe’Axr and.Radio Servi
But somie 2 "people, asking: thesame:
. quéstions; Come-up with-a different:
. answer —. the*Amencan CIA.: e det
_Thé-charge that Wychffe 1s a:CIA. |
--ftonthas been made — and Strongly |
denied = before, but nevemdra»
"matically ‘as ‘i’ Columbia, where a4
band of guenlras kidnapped a-Wyc:
liffe worken ‘28-year-0ld Chester~A-
‘Bitterman T on ‘Jan. 19 and threat:}
-ened to kxlr,mm if his organization:
) dzdnot leave theconntryby Feb-195.;
“'The'guerillas, who have since ex::
tended the“deadline, said the-insti*}
tute was«*a mask of ‘the: ClA:: 3 (1

establish amilitary espionage opera="| ...

. nonnee-weu:as :the search. and.ex-,
ploitation of our natural resources:»-:

.Bitteyman~and, hxs-.mfegbegan. . group

wotk.m.Colnmbxa in1979-TarIr WG]
-smail - daughters lrve there with
me m. . : ?bG‘h-

1,..,Wychffexsrelylng“igovemme %

,.efforts:to win' Bitterman’sy release
~butit wxllnot,leave Columbxa,;vher g
it has operated for,19.years, a accord
ing to. spokeswoman.Beths Blair, 57
+“Wedon’ twannoieavethe-people;
' we're trying toserve, she said “And |
-myxeld here would Jeopardlze' other
~people in-all our ather coutitriésapd ;
-‘peoplein other 6rganizations.We il
“sGTeel we o  be faithful'to the~
*Lord ifi' this and not run seared.%,. 4
. Wycliffe;. a.,hondenommandnal
nonecclwiasncal,evangehc&l ofga-
‘nization,- i based,in ;Huntington
* Beach, Calif:It wasndmed after.John
- Wrycliffe, a:14th. Century Enghsh Bi<]
; ble translator! Thé orgahization was!
founded in 1934 7by W, Cal eron

. ) —-Townsend had traveled o Céntral.
fAnderica as a college student in 1917
" “and. found . that many ‘small- trlbes

hvs v,.a,.u-'\'b

P spoke languages other than their na-
“tion’s’ official language: - He- then;
spent lz,yeaxs reducing the spokén:
Janguage of the Cakchiquw}l Tribeof} .
“Guatemalato a written language; fic.
nallyvcproducmg a. New_ Tesren}enp
“translation..j . . M{ S
= "Townsend was. commmed to'the’
“biblical notion that Christ called for.
~every.-person on- Earth-to:hear the-
“Gospél’ and fdunded Wychffe totran-.
Zslatefhe Bibleintoeventhe 05t b=,
»scure-language BN |
‘;""’I‘he“”’é'ﬁg‘iﬁlzanon Has' “now *
Catalogued 5,103 1anguagés,'some of*
“them spoken b}t—fewer than 100 peo~
pla It has produced Biblesin 800 lan-;

*-translations. Wycliffe has produced-
i the*first ‘written~form ‘of many of ]

*We're . alphabet-makers, o sald
¥ Blair, who said: ‘most of the people-
;;Wychffe serves:are . “isolated geo-:
£ graphxcally" and cnlrurally from the

f iy A typlcal» team from< the Summer
Insnmte ‘of nguxsncs which does
 the actual-fleld work,:is/a;married
"couple ortwo single women wholive
kw1th .an.."indigenous ‘;language:
_ " -(Some* object"-10* the label
i tribe”) for. the 15-20 years it. takes.

‘10 completextg work Blaxr fald'f

‘She said’the't team prodices prim-
-ersand other-educational inaterjalsy
- ‘adictionary <-sometimes, if the peo-*
+iple want it; providing-a bridge to the-
‘national. lapguage -—and aNew Tes~
jtament transfationzi= 245 yre
i Last year ‘the Institute won the In-
:'ternaﬁonal $Reading " Association..
“Award presented by UNESCO for-its:
“work:in Papua New Giiinea. The in-
! stifute-has  begun a Major literacy,
projectin the Sudan, with a $1.4 mil-.
lion grant'from the_ U'S Agency for
International” Development‘ provid-f

-of “cultural. nnpenahsm. -under-
.mining the basic. cultures of “the”

-‘gringo” mage S

:A.serves a clilture.”.

,.'saxd #nd-remote tribal cultures are-
outside world. Wycliffe’s work helps

- change, she said: L

guages gnd is working on 650 more- “tize, but simply: presents”the New.

. Testament “and “ offers"" people a°
7 choice..Wade Coggins;. director of :

'mg-27 percent-of the eost.2{s1 1.3
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‘Wycliffe's critics — including a:
national association™of” anthropoio-'
gists from Mexico, sorie -Indian.
tribes and somanonevan clical mis-
sionaries — accuse the orgamzauon_

groups they help.' ';hey have a very-
d/?:‘e Cathohc-

mlssxonarf

’‘Blair counters that putting arrun-
written: 'Iangnage on*~paper pre.

Cultures change au the ume she
‘changed by their: contact: with:the-

them..cope -with_that-, contact and

.{She said Wyclefe does not prosely-

4 ‘the 83-member Evangelical Forexgn
Mission Association, says -his group’s-
membex:s regard Wycliffe highly.. -
Ruthann Geib, who runs the Sum-
mer Institute for Linguistics” haxson
office in’ Washmgton said in an in- ;
terview that the institute has been
asked to leave Mexico, Peru and Pa-
nama because of criticism, but that
all three governments had later in-1
vited it backin for new pro;ects after:
the ‘institute beefed up its govern-
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