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Domestic.surveillance .|

Weather Undergroind opens a4

By Maxwell Glen ¥ _
and Cody Shearer g

WASHINGTON — -3 ‘think that
what we've seen in. Nyack; N.Y., is the
tip of the iceberg. The plans go much
deeper:than that; The plans are for
terrorists to upset the gdvérnment of
the United States.” - - 70 - L.

That was the warning Wwe received |
last week in an interview with' for=4
mer FBI official, W. Mark Feit, fol4
lowing the tragic murder-of two po-
lice officers and.-an armed’ guard
during a $1.6 million dank robbery
involving fugitive members of the
radical Weather Underground organ-;
izaﬁon‘ LN b.‘)' -- '. 5'_. ’ _. .

“] believe . the.. Weathery-Under~
ground has ties with other terrorist
organizations,” declared the-former
acting: associate director of-the FBS,
who -was- found- guilty last: year of
conspiring to violate:the constitu-
tional rights of Weather Under
ground members and their relatives
during the early 1970s. He was later
pardoned by President Reagan. .-

While our owmnr. anxieties about
American-bred terrorism have been
heightened by the appailing homi-
cides in Rockland County, N.Y,we're
watching the official-reaction to the
incident with interest. Federal inves-
tigators have already pounced on
evidence of possible links between
Weather Underground members, the |

Black Liberation Army, FALN (Puer-
to Rican rationalists) and the Irish
Republican Army. - . ]

Sometime soon, the Reagan admin--
istration apnd certain members of ’
Congress are likely to-use the ‘Nyack
massacre in argunments for. bringing)
the CIA back into the surveillance of}
domestic radical--ofganizations.|
Under a proposed’ executive order,
the White House would allowthe C1A
10 exchange information with. feder-
al, state and local agencies. .
" Yet, before reopening the door to
domestic spying, botlr the White
House and Congress should place the.

Nyack revelations in A_anlhistorical.

‘context.

" "In 1968, the 100-pius tmember
Weatherman organization was born
on the narrowly held conviction that
only violent acts against the Ameris
can establishment could.:stop the
_Vietnam War. The ensuing campaign
to “Bring the War Home" resulted i
_bombing attacks on bank buildings
~and" other public placex” Although
-American citizens were allegedly net.
targets, the violence inevitably in-
jured innocent pegple; = <%=+~ W%

- Former. Weatherman Bo- Burling-
‘ham explained the fringe nature of;
the group in the book, The Sixties: * « %

“We felt like miners. trapped inx a¥
terrible * poisonous:shaft . with nod
light to gnide us out: We resolved to

“destroy the tunnel even if we risked
destroying ourselves in the process.
“It all séemed simple and frighten-
ing. We organized into tight, closed
collectives, which enabled us 10 sus-
.tain our courage and commitmenltN
but which shut us off from the workd
‘outside.” R

. imelliéenéégathéring attitudes of

;, Before 'long, Burlingham and: 2
majority of his comrades real
that, whatever their despair over th
war, perpetrating violence at hom
was no way to bring about positive
‘change...They dropped out But a
‘small. faction Would. continue their
self-destructive- ways under a new]
name, the Weather- Underground,
and be linked to bombings as late as
1975..(including an‘ explosion. in- aj
bathroonrin the US. Capitol).r . ;.3
- While anti-war leaders took pains
:to distance*their-efforts from thosed
of the-Weather: Underground, -they;
had. trouble convincing-federal “au-i
thorities: of the distinction. Intelli-]
gence agents used thé pretext of anti
lterrorisms:.and--suspected:. foreign]
sponsorship 1o - investigate- larges
numbers of Americans who dis-
agreed with the government’s-Viet
nam policy. TR
:.As many may remember, this far-
reaching campaign involved infiltra-
tion- of: domestic dissident groups;i
illegal wiretapping and interference-
withtheUS mails; =" ... - -
- Try as they may, US. intelligence-|

»

00T

agencies could find no hard links
between the anti-war movement and
unfriendly foreign powers. Yet, they
sacrificed the rights-of a few in the
_bame of safeguarding the interests of
‘the nation.- BT e
* ~Though the hysterical*days of thed
"Vietnam protests are fong over; para=
noia about a possible-resurgence:of
dissent” -and-- violence may.: well
:prompt: the Reagan’-administration
;and Congress- to: take-the Weather
Underground out of its legical histor-
‘jcal context: Its reappearance on the
-front pages-is likely to spark claims;
.among CIA and FBI Backers of *I toid
.you so” and reésult in a return to.theJ

old. A :
Of course, anyone familiar with the
anti-war movement and current dis-
sident groups knows that the Weath-
er Underground is at most a lunatic
cell group that has no support on the
left or anywhereelse. . . )
We shounld avoid buckling under
the grisly shock of terrorist-linked !
murders in Rockland County and.
‘carefully evaluate pending national
security plans. After- all, the com-
bined efforts of state.and federal
lawmen landed a bounty of suspected
‘terrorists without the help of pro-
posed changes in federal law.
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