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"Lame Satellite -
Blinded U.S.,

Sen. Glenn Says
By Martin Schram ‘;-s:;;:zvééc;:'tfdm:t; ’v,vha?,
* » "Washingwon Pos Siatf Writer |, . R N . .. . B
Sen. John Glenn, .a Democratic - -+ think-the hetoric of this administration as it
presidential candidate, said yester-: P oA i &
day. that a satellite malfanction-and vb'-,; low%"f’mennm d. *
the Joss of US. bases in Iran had left.. Seb Slol - )
the United States blind” and unable S07eLBIoE <5 - 7,000-gubrifios:opr-
ety when s Corer e 8- o il of El Salvadr, Ciomn sach oed
ately: when the Carter adminis- ..: “alloof thers-are dedicated st Leninists.”
trationswas trying to -convince the 10t ail-of .them-are dedicated Marxist-Leninists.

.. This administra_tion has

Senate sto atify the SALT. I - arms #But: President~Reagan and his advisers, -Glenn - -
Enate sto aufy che - an::s -said;“conjure up-visions .of all of them marching -

controltreaty. -. . . .:... £’ .up ! '
“We were blind for the better part pacross the'RioGrande and»scar_e our people of this
of two years.” Glenn said, defending rp;onntrylhalﬁ.tovd.eath.". P P
his prominent role in blocking rat- lenn said right-wing forces in El Salvador
ification of the treaty. An aide 1o the | have caused far more.deaths than the communist-
Ohio Democra: later amended that, | -backed guerrillas and that he would require the
saving the satellite problem was cor- | government there to do something about it in
rected in six to nine months. = | order to receive: further American .aid. :
A former senior Carter adminis-
tration official labeled Glen’s .com- , Salvador since 1979, Glenn said, and two-thirds
ment - en -exaggeration . -.:political were-killed ‘by “right-wing :death squads.of para-
hyperbole™ But he conceded there military groups, operating maybe not under the

had :been some loss of.satellibempa,-.‘ scrutiny.-of the government, but with impunity,-

bilityduring that period-; = #Ra7y: operating out of government circles.” -

.Glenn3apeaking at a luncheog+ . Glenn has offered an amendment requiring the
with-cedlitors -and reporters <of, The government -of :El Salvador to present ‘US. offi-
Washington® Post, also cParged.ﬂxaE] cials with a-plan by Oct. 1.on how they intend to
President "Resgan has “overstateq” reign in the right-wing forces. If-El Salvador fails
the ‘communist threat

in
Ainerica. ..., : ’

v

“<He ‘six‘d‘be’-iwwldmog sendlI.S" said, “the -next step is cutting off aid . . .that is.

gl b IF7E]S One-option we would have.” L
é?lc‘)’gzgl;r;asab};rsx?oen;anev:: mm:e - Glenn also criticized Reagan’s policy of provid-
munist-backed - guerrillas. And-’he .
séid :he.did ot think the United ¢ eroment of Nicaragua.

N d tnto the . - ‘{I;do not like going in under the guise of inter- _
?:;itoe: -???Il\lllidmrasegzn 1a mo‘(,)s;; Mgﬁi\’glcep&mg weapons flow [from Nicaragua to El Sal- -

ine Honduras. - 7 vador] and trying to overthrow the government
bo‘r‘ll ‘don’t think you want to involve. -there, when we pledged-we will not do that at the

T

American "troops . . .,> Glenn~said-; ‘OAS [Organization of American- States],” he said.

happens in every one of

‘regards. :.'the communist threat is ‘way over '7::ﬁ; dt‘h Glemfhadix;o;x;ten ded publicly that the loas

Vit makir rything into some sinister ~ Of ‘the bases in seriously hampered U.S. ef:.
blown.it, makmgf\ie_; o mtosomesxmster forts ‘to" monitor Soviet. . testing .and -thus, verify,
; that they were complying with the pact. But,-he.
the malfunction of the U.S. satel-:

- said yesterday,
lite:meant that the Ametican monitoring capabil-

.. There have been 30,000 persons killed_in El

- board. But that began to “short out.”

. A 10 move against the conservative death squads, he -

-1 ing covert aid .to the forces fighting the leftist-gov- .

STAT

S
mtmmrmmnw with the other
OAS members” . -.: .- ‘ .

Glenn now supportscSeﬂ#ﬁe‘.mtiﬁcatioh-of the

B SALT II treaty because problems with its satellite

and ground station verification have been recti-

-ity-was essentially “blind” - T
.At-the time, top level:

ka—plus the establishment of a diplomatically
sensitive monitoring station inside China—would
provide adequate verification. )
- Congressional sources said- that Glenn was

“briefed-on the satellite reconnaissance issue by the

CIA ‘and was told there was a problem. They re-

"ported that the primary svstem had “gone out”.

and they were trying to.activate a backup on
" At one point, they turned the satellite off .and
one -source said. He

“nine-months, e T .
“It is true that the overall capability . . . was

somewhat -degraded.” said-the former senior Car-

ter administration official. “We said the degrada-
tion -was temporary .. .. Wehad some satellite

‘menitoring capability . ... Then we got some !

more back in six to eight months. We-had what
_we needed to know. Nothing slipped by.” : '

A top military official said, “We clearly had a

-diminished capability ..... . But it was not a com-

_plete failure, and we were.never blind.”..

. - Stoff writer Michael Getler contributed to this-
. report. . . K . i -
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r administration”
“officials maintained that the satellite could be
, made to function in a matter of months, which is
" what eventually happened. “They also.said that
. ground monitoring stations in Turkey and Alas-

PO
v

‘then began to operate it “a little bit at a time,” |
said thxs took about six to
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