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Philip Agee’s Source
Tothe Editor: ]

As the publisher of “White Paper?
Whitewash: Philip Agee on the C.I.A.
ard El Salvador,”” we must respond to
Amaud de Borchgrave’s ludicrous al..
legation that Agee’s “‘material — sup-
plied by his Cuban friends — wasa pri-
mary source for recent articles in The
Wall Street Journal and The Washing-

. tonPost.” o PR
+~ Those newspapers and others indeed
received advance copies of the. last
chapter of our book, Agee’s detailed
analysis of the State Department's
white paper on Communist interfer-
ence in El Salvador. In it Agee con- |
cludes that the *“captured documents,”
even if all were genuine, do not support
the conclusions the department drew
from them. The two newspapers con-
firmed Agee’s findings, as did many
othersin Europeand Latin America-
However, the “material” A gee used
for his analysis — the white paper and
nothing but the white paper — was
‘supplied by the State Department, not
the Cubansoranyone else_

This analysis was based upon flu-
ency in Spanish and an extremely
careful reading of the Spanish “origi-
nals,” the English translations and the
State Department’s conclusions. Agee
documents scores of mistranslations,
improper attributions and erronecus
or deliberately false conclusions, As
Jon Glassman of the State Depart-
ment, who wrote the white paper, ad-
mitted to The Journal, “We com-
pietelyscreweditup." iy i o

Mr. de Borchgrave's premise is bat-
fling; how can it be an. example of
K.G.B: disinformatioh to point out that . ‘
a Spanish word has been mistranslat. :

. ed,or that a conclusion in the State De--
) partment analysis is not supported by
- anything in the documents upon which |-
_the analysisis supposedly based? Per-.
"haps Mr. de Borchgrave should read
ourbook. ' MICHAEL RATNER
President, Deep Cover Publicaticns -
o, New York, Aug. 14, 1981
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