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Suite SR-443, Russell Senate Office Building Contact: Art Jaeger
Washington, D.C. 20510 : (202) 224~6551

FOR IMMEDIATE ‘RELEASE: April 30, 1985 -
ZORINSKY ACCUSES CIA OF DELIBERATELY WITHHOLDING INFORMATION

Washington, D.C............Senator Edward Zorinsky (D.—Neb.) today accused the Central
Intelligence Agency of deliberately withholding information on the salaries it pays to the
Nicaraguan Contras.

Zorinsky said he asked CIA representatives for the magnitude of the salaries in a
classified Capitol Hill briefing in mid-March.

A month later, a highly classified one-sentence response was provided that Zorinsky

termed "a clear evasion of my question.®

"Like a slick lawyer, they chose to interpret my question so narrowly that there was
noc room for a substantive response,” he said.

"Their response was a deliberate attempt to withhold information from a U.S. senator,
the ranking Democrat cn the Subcomittee with responsibility for Central America," Zorinsky
added.

Zorinsky termed the incident Symptomatic of the "game Playing and the deceit"
characterizing U.s. policy in Nicaragua and all of Central America.

"Is it any wonder why the Congress fought and beat down the President's request to
provide further funding for the Coné;as?' he said. "Is it any wonder why pr&bosals were
being circulated by Democrats and Republicans élike which would have kept the money out of
the CIA's hands, even for so—called humanitarian assistance...?"

Zorinsky said "an honest, forthright relationship between the CIA, the entire

Executive Branch for that matter, and the Congress, would be a good first step in getting
U.S. policy in Central America back on the right track."
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MAYRN

Statement
Senator Edward Zorinsky
Tuesday, April 30, 1985

People may wonder why, during the debate last week in the
Congress over the funding of the contras in Nicaragua, thére was so
much skepticism and outright distrust expressed about the Central
Intelligence Agency. The fact of the matter is that this skepticism
and distrust emanates directly from dealing with the CIA and my latest
experience with the Agency serves to illustrate this. Stated clearly
and simply, you can't get a straight answer out of the Agency. A
Officials chose to evade the obvious intent of a guestion I posed to
them on the funding in order to hide the obvious truth.

During a classified briefing on Central America before the
Committee on Foreign Relations on March 19, I asked CIA
representatives how much we pay members of the contras. What are
their salaries? They didn't have the answer at hand and said they
would forward it to me. About three weeks later, an Agency official,
through staff, gave an answer over the phone but was told to make a
formal response in writing. Finally, a month after my question was
asked, a response was transmitted to me under highly sensitive
security classification that necessitated its storage in the files of
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. It was classified too
sensitive to bhe stored in the files of the Foreign Relations
Committee. But it was a one-sentence response and a total non-answer.
The Agency's response was a clear evasion of my question, because like
a slick lawyer, they chose to interpret my question so narrowly that
there was no room for a substantive response. They gave me only what

they had to under their strict interpretation of the question, even
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’though they knew full well what I wanted. Their response was a
deliberate attempt to withhold information from a U.S. Senator, the
ranking Democrat on the Subcommittee with responsibility for Central
America.

This is just one example of the game playing and the deceit which
has characterized the issue of U.S. policy in Central America,
especially in Nicaragua. 1Is it any wonder why the Congress fought and
beat down the President's request to provide further funding for the .
contras? 1Is it any wonder why proposals were being circulated by
Democrats and Republicans alike which would have kept the money out of
the CIA's hands, even for so-called humanitarian assistance, by having
it channeled to the Red Cross or the UN's refugee agency?

One of the reasons why our policy in Nicaragua is in a shambles
is because of this lack of trust stemming from deliberate evasion and
deceit on the part of the CIA. An honest, forthright relationship
between the CIA, the entire Executive Branch for that mattter, and the
Congress, would be a good first step in getting U.S. policy in Central

America back on the right track.
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