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" Can El Salvador be saved from a Commumst take-
over by a reasonable infusion of American military
and economic aid? Or is the U.S. sliding mexorably ,

 into a Vietnam quagmire in its efforts to defeat the -
-~ Marxist guerrillas in that Central American ‘country? .
- Amnational debate is shaping up around that issue as -
"the administration weighs crmcal decxsxons on the -
" future U.S. role in the conflict... : o

. What follows are comments by key parhcxpants in-
the evolving debate: A defense of administration poli-

. ¢y by two cabinet members, and the views of two .
senators and a. congressman following tbelr recent :
: fact-findmg mnssxon to El Salvador : , .

“We Have to Make Sure We Bon't miﬂw on |

" -necessarily has to continue to be discussed is the degree of
. assistance that we can provide El Salvador—strengthemng

able to do the things requested.

The ilainlant a Bastion of Communism”

Secretarj of Defense Caspar Weinberger, from an inter-
view on NBC'’s ““The Today Show,” February 16:

" Q. There have been stories that the CIA feels, without U.S. aid,
perhaps combat troops, our side is going to lose in El Salvador—
A There’s been no suggestion of that that I know of.
What the suggestion is, what we have discussed and what

them to do the job that they want to do. So far, we've been

* ok x  x  x

“Kmerican Troops Womd Have aYery
Dimcult Time Fightingin £ Sajvador”
Representatlve John P. Murtha, Democrat of Pennsylva-
nia, from a Februa»y 17 press conferencs:

Dangerof drrect intervention.. *“Iwasin the Mann»s asan
intelligence officer, for a year in Vietnam, and that was rug-
ged territory. You realize how difficult it is to fight in the jun-

gles and how the guerrillas can control the situation in the-

Jungles. El Salvador is worse. I mean, it’s—there’s not a level
piece ofland in El Salvador, and American troops would have
a very, very difficult time ﬁghl:mg in El Salvador.”
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