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SENATE BILL SEEXS -
AREINONTHEUS.
IV LATIN AMERICA

Dodd and Tsongas Urge »P‘n'or

vary

_Congressmnal Approval for_]

.

-. ».’-u-”. ‘el S

y pnor approval.

»| ingly passed a resolution urzing a politi-.

Spedano'moNevYar!‘nm PERATIS

| the Reagan Administration’s _policy on

i Central America “‘confused and danger-1.-:

i ous,” two Democratic Senators pro-
. posed legislation today to require prior
! Congressional approval for military ac-
tion and covert mtemgenoe operaticns
intheregion, <o §ues 4 #desd o

i Massachusetts and Christopher J. Dodd

i tach their bill to. President Reagan’s
Caribbean Basin Initiative ‘or: to any
other Iegxslaﬁon that offered.a chance
forquickactich, .72 i mE demT 2

sive introduced so far with:-the aim of -
giving Congress: greater: control over
Administration moves in Central Amer-
ica. It reflects a growing determination
on Capitol Hill to check any active inter-
vention by the United States before it

P T e e SR Dt R ALt
. Favarab}e Ponﬂeal Climate"
, S SR L e MIDREEN G A 1"‘*11 3
The two bahman Senators admitted
that *‘amder -normal . circumstances’”.

little chance of success.. .But they said

matetoaidthem. ;| U3z
. “A.vuote against t)ns would

ifxter--

: “That would be very difficult todoinan
i i dipdeninate Juc.

lawmakers
‘have. sald’ they detected a.growing ;

alarm around the ‘country over the Ad-

mmstraﬁon s policy toward the region,

panicularly its vows to protect El Sal-

ivador hunLCOmmlmxst incursions. “No

1

The Semators, Paul’E:" rsongas"‘““r.
' y “.then introduced a bill to reverse it. On

. of Connecticut, said they would try toat.

“The measure is the. most comprehen- 'Nixon’s veto, was.aimed inr part at has-.

‘guage -callirig on Presidents .to “‘con-

goestoofarmtbeview oflegislators. :x.

such restrictive legislation would stand
‘they were counth on the.politiml clx- =

preted as a vote for U.S. intervention in, existing law in at least three ways. - -~
i El Salvador,” Senator Tsongas sald.i “The clause.in the War Powers Act o

NEW YORK TIMES
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4| question; on this issue the American
lpeop}e are ahead of Congress,” Mr.
i Tsongas sald.” “We think - theres a
momenm:nhere” S
Thesenseofconeemhasproduceda
xmmber of proposals on Capitol Hill,
Senator Robert C. Byrd, Democrat o£

_.vt

Wecthrgmia, has proposed an amendy|

ment; for-example,:that.woild: tighten
‘the 1973 War Powers Act, which' nowre-
‘Quires the President to obtain- Congres-

]

_tions.. Now  the : Central. Intelligence

sicnak approval within 60 days of send-
‘ing combat troops to a troubled reg:on.
The Byrd amendment would require

X -v.

-And last week the‘ House overwhelm-

| cal solution in El Salvador, where the .
° American-backed junta is battling left-
) wing: guerrillas. A somewhat tougher
¢ ~-.Statement is pendingin the Senate. - .
WASHINGTON, March 12—~ Camng k, ’

i ‘Human Rights in El Salvador
Under the present law, the President’
must certify that the junta is improving

its human rights policy before El Salva-

dor canreceive American aid. ™ -

- Mr. Reagan made such a certification
last month, but Representative Gerry
E. Studds, Democrat of Massachusetts;

Thursday the House Foreign Affairs’
Committee postponed eonsxderatxon of
Lhemeasure
~The War Powers Act approved by
Congress over President Richard M.

tening the end of the Vietnam War, 2 and
contained a““specific: ,pmmbxtxon} on
Americanmilitary activity in Indochina:
after Aug. 15, 1973. Tt also cohtains lan-,|

sult”” with Congress *'in every possible
instance™ before sendmg armed forces
intohostilities. X : ]

Later, the Ford Admuustratro'x com-
phed with the War Powers Act by notify-
ing Congress in 1975 that.it was-taking
steps to.recover the Mayagiiez, . an
American- mérchant ship, seized by

Commumst forces off the coast of Cam~

bodia. . Sl e Y. i o
- While- final." detaﬂs' ‘are’ stxll bemo

drafted, the proposed amendment an-j’

nounced today would apparently change

which gives the Administrationa G(Lday
‘grace-period before seeking_Congres-|
‘sional approval for armed intervention,
would be elxmmated for. Central Amer-
ST ‘!,,.',.: M' .n;-r B X
The Adrmmstxancn would be barred
from -using funds in.the region .not
specifically - earmarked . by Congress.
Under current law the: Adrmmstratxom
-has a variety of discretionary accounts|
‘that can be tapped without specnfxc au-

- Agency is-merely required to inform

STAT

cently used one to send’ $55. million in
special military aid to replace El Salva-.
dor’s battered helicopter force. L

" ARelnonthe C.1. A,

Covert intelligence operations wouId
besubject to some sort of Congressional
.approval, but the mechanism for that
review has not yet been drafted. One,
.idea would be to give veto power to se-:
.lected . committées,- including Intelli-
- gence, Foreign Affairs and Appropsia-:

Lt
i

. Congress of covert.operations. “in a-
txmely manner,”’ and the lawmakers
have no veto power.
“z=The proposed amendment also says’
that foreign military-sales, economic
'support funds and the training of Cen-:
.tral American forces would be'subject to-
Congressional approval.. But the law-
‘makers have review power over most of

R Rt &

that gives the Administration pause be-’
{fore it goes ahead ahad does something,”
Senator Tsongas said, T 2
+ Evenif the bill does not pass, the law-
makers feel that its mere existence
Servesapurpose. “Weare creating a de-
bate environment,” Senator Dodd said.
| ““Weare keeping the feetof theAdmxms-
tration to the fire.””. R NN
Shooting Down 'Trla.l Balloons’ 74
The two Senators said they decided to
move'now because they were alarmed
by recent reports that the Administra.
tion was financing covert operations in
Nicaragua. ’I‘hey said they wanted to.
shoot down any “trial ba'loons" for fu-
ture American intervention. .
-Mr. Dodd conceded that “there is a
connection” between the Soviet Union
and Nicaragua, but he argued that, in-
. stead of pursuing a policy of m.xhtary in-
: tervention, the United  States should.
“offer a better deal’” than the Russians
tt?rough economic an pohtical coopera-
On = . i-
"Rather than d&stamhze the Govemo
ment, why not try to bmld a relatmns‘np

X2t

thoseactivitiesalready. - s
il :**We want to provide a’ mechamsm

»_there ".Mr.Dod sa1

s y 5P
ok et

thonzatmn, and the thte I»ch.vse\\rt.L ’
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