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MEET THE PRESS

7 August 1983
MARVIN KALB, moderator

Guests: Secretary of State George Shultz; Lars-Zric Ne
News; Karen DeYoung of the Washington Post; Hedrick Smith or the New York Times;

and Bill Monroe with NBC News.

STAT

DEYOUNG: Mr. Secretzry, there seems to have been = chenge in our policy toward

Nicarazgus over the past vear. We used to telk azbout how our pPrincipazl concern was the

spreac of revolution in Central Americe. Now the president says that he thinke that

any peaceful solution there will be diffjcult with
:n plsce. Ambassador Rirkpatrick szys that we nee
reversible. Assuming we can stop Nicaraguan inter
with 2 Marxist government in Nicaraguz? SHULTZ:
people of Nicaraguz can, anc I think the evidence
couniry. We don't seek tc overthrow that governme

the current Sandinistz government
¢ to prove that reveolutions zre
ference in El Szlvador, can we live

Well, the guestion is whether the

15 increasing discontent in that

nt. On the other hand, if they

conduct ithemselves in such & way Lhat people rise up agzinst them, that's = problem
that can occur in any country. Our chief concern is thatl they not be able te, &s they

say, export revolution without frontiers. -

DEYOUNG: Well, anc if there cdoesn't seem to be =
_fighting on the border, anc there's some evidence
Sendinistas has, in fact,

to the speculalions in your guesiion. There hzs been z gre:z

religious circles zbout developments there.

concern in pres: circles There's concern about t

grown sironger incide the couniry since the
on the border, do you rezlly see an insurrect:ion coming now? SHULTZ: Well,
precicting thet. and we're not trying to bring that

Tising Up in the country that's
Lo suggest that the support for the

Froblems began

I'm not
t 2bout. I'm-just, was responding
1t dezl of unease in

Certainly, I woulc imagine that there's
he censorship that goes on. Angd in

many other wave I think thst the situztion ¢ guite gueslionable.

ZYOUNG: Do vou think there is = possibility that

Niczraguz? Assuming that our concern sbout region

(inaudible, both talking simultaneously.) SHULTZ:
the zttributes cf Marxism it its decire to subvert

Thzat's one of the less attractive espects of thet
that threzt. Buil from the standpeint of our polic
seek z troacly based,

chance 10 expres: themselver in these counir:
that's widelVv shared. Anc under those circum
Democratic countries will have real strength.

es &
stanc
RALE: Mr. Nelson?

NELSON: Sir, there's iorce in the fielc in Niesz

10.00C people under arme czlled the Coniras. Publ
them, but in fzct i1t':s an open secret thzt we do

them 1f there's z negotizted sefflement in Nicaraguz? SHULTZ: Well,

kind of negotizlec seltlement that we're Lrying to
namwely, 2 process of Democrziic referm in which =1
their casse to the people anc stanc before them
have 2 chance to do that.

NILSON: But some cf these people under arm

Will we support them in thzt gozl, or will we iry

withcraw their support? SHULTZ: Well, I think their goz2l, (cles
me, their gocal is one that, given our opinion of UKzt government, we can hardly turn
awey from. Bui zg far =zt ourselves trying to overthrow another government,

trying to.

-
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plurziistic, Demotrztic form of government where people hzve =

we can coexist with 2 Marxist

el export of revolution can be
There is z sense in which one of
&n¢ overthrow other governments.

16eology. 4nc so there's slways

Y. lbe fundamenizls of it zre to

ndé to seek econormic development

es 1 think the surrounding

Taguz, on the HBonduran border, of
1cly we deny that we're supporting
supporl them. MWhzt's to become cof
if there is the
bring sbout in Il Szlvador --

] comers hzve 2 chance to state

in.an election == then the people will

¢ ~= anc there a2re arms a2s far 2¢ J can
tell from the press -~ heve & stztec gozl of overthrowing the Manzgus

to c¢isarm them? Will we try to
rs throst), excuse

ve're not

CONTINUED
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NELSON: Do you see zny possibilify thet their goals will aufomatically, somehow,
become our goal and they will find themselve:s in 2 j :
SHULTZ: 1 don't foresee any.armed U.S. effort to ov

Nicerzguz. Absolutely none.

am and call on U.S. zrms support?
erfhrow the government of

NELSON: Not to overthrow the government of Nicazragus, nor to save the skint of these
freedom fighters, as the president has cailed them? SEULTZ: Well, if they seek to ‘
lezve someplace and want asylum or something like thzt, well, then they come here. I !
might say that one of the problems that's being created by this effort to stir up
insurgencies anc export revolution without frontiers it the actuzl pPresence now and |
the great threal of & tremendous refugee movement from that 2rez. 4and while there is
no case of the coming into power of 2 Soviet-style system that's actually benefitted
the pecple of that country, there are many. cases in which it has produced s flood of
refugees in various parts_of the worlc. So we hzve to bear that in mind.

RALE: Mr. Secretery, @ 18t of people in the administration say'that'uh;i?igz—v.s. is |
rezlly trying to do is make certzin that the Niczraguan Marxist regime does not get |
Fonsolidated in the same way thal the Castro regime gotl consolicated in Cubz, the
implicelion, therefore, thzt somehow or other you can't have long-lerm stabiiity in
Centrzl Americs, from the U.S. point of view, if there itr z Sandinists rTegime in
power? Does thzt (inaudible)? Doe: that make sence :ip €iplomatic terms? SHULTZ:
Well, let me just “cdeflect 2 little bit and szy this whole mess-started with the.
Sancinistz revolution, which was supported out of the OAS baosed. on undertakings of
whzt thzl revelution sought, including Democrztic reforms. Those expeclations and
unceriakings hzve been grossly violatec, anc zt the same Time Nicaraguz has become =z
place Irom which armaments have gone to neighboring countries, £l Szlvador in
particular, to zilempl to overthrow that government. And our initizl efforts to work
with the Sancinislz regime were basiczlly turned acide, and now we £inc this effort to
over frow cther couniries. And we zre trving tec interdict that flow of arme and to
d?stract thal governmeni, and in other wzys tc prevent them from deing the thing that
they wanl lc do. And they mean to expert this revolution.

AR ir £ 3 res - N 3 TN

BAff ‘ D?ef it ¢ollow‘Fhen that you rezlly c;n'? have the kind of tranguility that the
Unitecd ST?L?S uould'lnxe Fo s?e.zn Cenlrz) Americz so long s that government pursuing
these policies continues in coffice. SBULTZ: 4s long zs there is =

i ice. . & government Lrying
to covertnrow olher governments in :ls region, :t presen

whern (nhey're be:ing zrmec through the Soviet Union znc¢ t©
overtnrow of other governments. It certainly comstitute

¢ & rez] problem, particularly
vang to bring about the
£ &2 mzjor problem...

-
L
~

RALE: Mr. Monroe?

SHULTZ: ...I'¢ like to szy that in the kinds of things tzlked about in regionzl
negoliztions are such malters as verifisble undertakings mot to ship arms from one
country to another in the region. Now if it's verifiable, that's the kind of thing
you neec.

the rebels fighting Nicarzguz out of Honcuran bases. I take it from Your znswers
here, so fzr, that the administration intends to ignore thzt expression of sentiment
from the House? SEULTZ: Well, you don't ignore it. 1t's z very important thing when
the House or the Senzte votes on an important subject. . So I certainly don't ignore
1t. The vole as such doesn't hasve zny immedizte operztionsz! meaning in terms of the

legiclation. Llegislation, 25 you know, has to pess both Houses of Congress and be

CONTINUED

MONROE: The House of Representztives voted 228 to 195 to cut off U.S. covert aid to V//
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$i1gnec inlo law in order to take effect. It registers an opinion, in effect of the
’

House, anc, of course, we take it very seriously.

MONRCE: If the Congress should later cut off funds for those rebels, forbid the U.S
Fo spenc funds through the Cls for those rebels, would that be an end to U.s i e
involvement anc support for those rebels? SHEULTZ: We'll hzve to see what h;ppeﬁs
Anc I think there 1& & great deal of senliment emerging in the Congress and also‘ié
th§ A4merican people, generzlly, that Centrzl Americsz sis very important to us. What's
going on down there it importznt. And that we have to see to it, particularlv by
virtue of supporting those who want to fight for their country ancd their prinziples
we have to see to it that they're 2ble to do so. So we haven't by any means accept;d
the house's verdict as the finzl verdict. : ‘
MONROE: I'm tzlking about the possibilityv of the whole Congress cutting off funds
which woulc be, which would have 2 legzl effect, an opinion of the entire Congress’
Woulc vou see any way in which the administration could encourage those rebels to gel
Ehe: in ZggL;;y t?'pursug their war against Nicaragus if the vwhole Congress cut offm_g‘
funde? : m {rving to answer vour ion 1 ayi S ! ]

&rd to see thezt that doesn't happen. ) suestion By saying that we're ;Dlné re work

FAlE: Mr. Smith?
SMITE: Mr. Secretary, two vears sgo the administration stepped~uv the relztivel
modecst ;i; the United Stater was giving et thast peint to El Salvaaor. kow u; h—ze
arge mililary exercises going on. We're building bases in Honduras. We've o;
fleets of? the coast of Nicaraguz on both sides. There's tzlk that the Clia wints t
step up zid tg the rebels in Nicaraguz. FHow much involvement sis it going to take? °
What 1s the time frame you're tzlking about here that the American people and Con.re
are going to support? Two years? Tive years? Ten vears? SHULTZ: In terms of %imss
:{éme. I think the effort in Centrzl Americz, not so much, necessarily, the milzt-*ve
e-iort, bul our effert in Centrzl Americz should be seen 2t = long-ter; one Bec:‘d
the bzsic problems zre socizl! and economic problems, and thzt's what we hav; to e
add;e;s, and thal's whati we're trying tc address. The existence of the guerrills
aFt%v;ty makes 311 difficult for economic. Gevelopment to take place, ancg tha;:= i
odviously one of the mzin reason: why voy want to stop it. So yes, we have t; hav
epprosch, bul long-term. I hope that the strength that is eVid;nt'down there uiWTE =
leac peorie Tc see that it's in evervone's iniferest to have = ) .

. : & negotizted solution znd
tc gel on with the process of economic development, but it remzint to be seen wWhether
that will come to pass.
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