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““mam is.raised.. Standing with'-the Viet-

ST ﬂght against Japan, whose forces had oc- !
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By Robert Mann!ng 3
.Speclal to. "hc Globe

hen Praidézt ngan at
Zhis riews conference late’)
Zin February. delivered his ;
: A - astonishing Version of .
ey RR “how the Unitsd States got -
] into waf i Vietnam, _my. mind went back™!
ito a pair of photograchs taken In 1945 4
1One shows American 0SS aﬂmtswho had»
” nfiltrated'into Vietnam: they aré teaching ;
I Vietnamese lnsurgents how t6 throw hand |
; grenades. The other, . taken’ on- Sept.-2
71945, shows Vietnamese followers of Ho’
" Chi Minh ‘saluting as the flag of Ho's newly |
- proclaimed $ndependent Republic of Viet-

.L.._

“'namese at full salute are unlformed Amer!-
wn members of the OSS team. ; :

.Contrary to Mr. Reagan’s s,mpllstlc re- .

constmctlon of history, Americas involvé: *
imentin fts longest war began not sudden-
“ly‘in-1965, but at the time pinpointed’in
* those photographs. When Presldent John- :
“son (not President Kennedy, as Mr. Reagan
. sald) ordered a brigade of US Marines intg. |
' Vietnam, the United States had been In-::
* éreasingly involved for 207years fn’ the
‘struggle for.contro) of Vietnam, and had
alrady become engaged in fighting there. .
11t began with that OSS mission In the 1
waning days of World War II. The wartime:
“agency, later to become the CiA, sent the,
steam, under a-young Army major named |
»Archlmeda Patti, to “establish an intelli-
“gence network-‘in the entire. peninsula of:}
; Indo-China.” It‘was thought then that the’

. cupled Vietnam; might go on for another 3
‘ two or three’ .years. Patt!’s .team wasq
* charged " with rcconnoitcring Japarnese
forces and harassing them when possiple, |
" and with establishing escape routes for
shot-down American fliers. It needed reli-’
: able native contacts. Patti, drawing on an
~OSS dossier. that told of the exploits of a.
~tough," wispy-seemlng Vietnamese Com-1
: munist.called. Ho . ‘ChiiMinh’ ("He who'
: enughtens )i se;rout to: hook up with the
;;eonslderablerundergroun -0 rganlzatlon 3
ythat Ho; while In’ cxue in France and.Chi=
Cna -had ] bulltto raist thg.!apanac and tm
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organize aﬁalnst “the ‘return of Indo-
China sPrench colonizers : after the war.=+:
4 T

A - --,—

i Though-‘those old photogmphs today
\seémsto drip-with irony —the: spectacle of
\Aj@ﬂgpfgming for.War. the-very ‘sok-+
Ldiers theywould fight latér=the, co)labora-
'ﬁgn';v(‘als;; ﬂ;;t‘k'xat tjmrnot'arr odd: onéq
,ﬁmerl Mwlomal po)!cy_xdxctated by::
resider _%nk]m Rooseveit,” was to.op-|
?sgf;‘mnm returme to: contro} ovér-Inco-]
‘ﬁma.gg'l;be OSS. mlss!on tralned 'Ho; ,hts..
gschoolt&mhcr humed gencrai .Vo Nguyen:|
hﬁapgaaﬁdw‘thdrrsevcrah hundred insur-
! gents ifi. Inodern military: | tactics and pro-;
vidéd them ‘with machine guns; Browning |

Lt T "o
D uvwedege v UL eat™ -

automaﬂcriﬂcs. and grenades. Perhaps as-
many ‘as 200 future leaders.of North- Vlct- 3
v‘:‘nam sarmed forees got early training from, 4
the AmerimOSSmen._ ‘Some of us,” Pat~
i i wrote later i may have suspected that in }
; the future theweapons and training might. |
; be used-against the Frcnch ‘but ‘no one.

dreamed . that! they would.. eve: ’bc uscd
i‘:agamms:.t Amerkans

AU

‘and Ho's Vietnamese was of far more than

echhical valuéto Ho. His artfitl use of the;
5hi‘li:amz 'spread “throughout’ Vietnam the
ﬁmpmslon 3tbat that America” truly fa-'

i

: %rcd Vietnamese independence and- sup-{

_ported ‘Ho' €ht’ Minh's ‘determination 1o
“forestall France's return. Oﬂ.tbe day’ he
’proclaimed independence’. “the event |
morialized-in the ﬂag—raising photo -
,,Ho released a- Declaration of independence ! ‘

 frawing heavily on the languags of Amerl- ’

£a's own ;Declaration. Major,. Patti.. even |
elped.] Ho, compose It ("He had the words
)xfe and hberty kind of t:ransposad.'_ and I

v

-;_worked 1t.oqt a Btﬂc bit for h.(m A .

“¥And as the‘Repub)ics red flag with lts
.yellow star was being raised, there |

-appeared ( overhead, quite inadvertently, it |
-appears,.2 squadron of American fighter

* Lplanes.;.Out.;of. curlosity.: the. .planes*

eswooped -Jow:over. the Independence Day ;
erowd, .and:word soon swept.through the ;
-countryside of:an :American aerfal. salute, ;

'ayet another;sign that the. United Stats\

isupported freedom. from Franm,,i;;,,,g;:,mn

~meD



