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President Reagan broke the -
official silence on the US. role
in Nicarague's guerrille’ war
and flatly stated Thursday the
United States is not attempting
w0 topple the Jeftist Sandinist re-
gime. -

“We are not doing an
to try to overthrow the Nicere-
guan-government,” Reagan
1old 2 hestily called news con-
ference. “Anything we are do-
ing is aimed at interdicting sup-
ply lines and stopping efforts to

- overthrow the govemment of
El Salvador.”

It was the strongest adminie-
tration stetement vet .on the is-
sue — and came as congressio-
nsal commitiees edged toward &
confrontation with the White
House over the US. role in
Central America. |

Reagan spoke just hours af-
ter the State Department
charged that congressional re-
strictions on aid and other as-

_pects of U.S. policy could help
_the Sandinistas.

. "The State Department
- lashed out at a House subcom-
- mittee for ‘prohibiting covert
«support for Nicaraguan anti-
- government guerrilles and re- -
. jecting emergency military aid
i Jor -El Salvador.-“Decisions of .
“this" type destros; the ‘capacity ~
gnd-.eonfmmty ©f our-etorts,® ..
-Sald spokesman-John Hughes. -
“Hughes ‘calied the Salvador'*
an &id restriction “rigid, com-
plex and highly ambitious” and
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- could -act-with impunity Tey

gardless of how egx-egous thair
acbons might become.” . -
-Reagan said he was abxdxng
by & 1982 amendment to the:
defense appropriations bill for-
bidding ‘'USA essistance “for.
the purpose” of overtrowing’
the Nicaraguan government or.
provoking & military contron-’
taton berween Nicaragus a.nd
Hondur‘as.

Earher White House Coun-
selor Edwm Meese called the.
amendent: “unnecessary and’
undesirable” interference with:
Reagan’s right to conduct for-,
eign policy.

Reflecting the administrs-
tion’s deep irritation over con-.
gressional effors to probe co-
vert action in Central Americe,
Meese said the administration
has “an absolute moral right to
do what we-zre doing” — and
asked that ‘foreign policy be
left to Reagan.

‘In related ncvelopments

% In San Salvador, air force
officers planned & possible mu-
tiny against E] Salvador's con-
troversial defense minister’

:Jose Guiliermo Garcia to force-

him toresign by today, butsaid”
they would .not stop ﬁghung
guerrﬂla&

-8 Eden Pastnm. the Nxcara-
_-guan revolutionary. hero. who:
-defected after;j:elpmg put-the:
-Sandjnm&ﬁ::power WBS:re-
poned ‘Thursd&y 1o be back in:
-his homeland: leading & ‘rebel’
force against the Sandm!st gov-
_ernment.

PPRPRRR



