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ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGET
27 April 1983

BRINKLEY: Gooc¢ evening. This is ABC's World News Tonight.
Frank Reynolds will be back on Monday. Tonight at 8:00 Eastern
time, President Reagan speaks to a2 joint meeting of Congreses to
ciscuss Centrzl America and to tell Congress some things it is
not eager to hear anc ask for money it is not eager to give.

It'1]l be & sort of test for him. Here's ABC News correspondent
Mike von fremc. . -

VON FREMD: The presideni anc his advisers are hoping that this
speech will convince Congress and the american people that there
is a very rezl threat in Latin Americs., and before leaving the
White House this morning, the president made the final decisions
on wha! he wants to say. Lazier the president was in New York
City to tzlk to newspaper publishers and give them a preview of
tonight's address. REAGAN: We're not accustomed to thinking
very much about thail region. not accusiomec to worrying about
possibly 2 military threat in our own hemisphere. We've zlmost
tsken for grantec the friencly. independent neighbore that we
have, but we can no longer ignore there's z fire startecd and
burning ir our front yard, anc'we musi responc with both umnity
anc¢ firmness of purpose.

VON FREMD: At an example of that fire burning in our front
yarc, the president will talk about these Libyan planes that
were irying to smuggle wezpon:t into Nicaragua. Mr. Reagan will
warn that Nicaragua, Libyz ancd Cubz zre 21) 2icing leftist
guerrillas in El Salvador. &né he will ask Congress once again
to give the government cf El Szlvador more military zid ic fight
the communist threat. The president will officizlly announce
that he has seiected former Floride Sen. Richarc Stone. &
Democrat, to be special envov to El Szlvader. but some or
Capitol Hill zre opposec tc Stone betzuse he was once & lobbvist
fcr the former right-wing government of Guztemzla. Stone's
confirmetion, however, seems 2 certaintyv. and finzlly. the
precsident will say, quote. 'Members of Congress and 2z president
have come together in meelings like this to resolve 2 crisis. 1
have sskec for this meeling in the nope tha! we can prevent
one.' Prevenling & crisis in lLatin Americez is the theme of the
rresident's speech, anc he 1t agsin proposing & hands-on policy
of military a:d to do it., but his congressional critice. such as
Sen. Christopher Docdc whe will be spearing immeciaztiely 2iter the
president, warn of another Vietnam and say :it's time for the
U.S5. to keep its hande offi. Mike von Fremd, 4BC News, the Wnite
House.

MCWITHY: Thie 15 John McWethy. E1 Szlvader is the keyv to
Americz's intreasecd involvement in Centrzi Americe Guerrillas
there want tc overthrow the U.S.-backec government of Zi
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