STAT

STAT

NEW YCOPK "TMES
8 APPRTL 1983

e p—————

ArgentinaL'inked to Rise in Covert U.S. Actions

quinst Sandinists

By LESLIEH.GELB -
Special to The New York Times A

WASHINGTON, April 7 — United |
States involvement in ‘covert guerrilla
acHvities against Nicaragusa in
sherply last year after Argentina !
‘largely balted its assistance to the’
rebels, according to Administration of-
ficials. The Argentine move was in
reaction to President Reagan’s Support
tor Britain in the Falkiand war, the offi-
cialssaid. . :

Until the early months of 1882, the of-'|
ficials said, Argentina had primary Te- |

sponsibility for financing and training '
the anti-Sandinist guerrilias to inter-
cep: military supplies going through
Nicaragua to E] Salvador and Guate-
malza. Beginning lasi all, the officials
sai¢, Unite¢ States doliars, personne}
and direction were added, first to sus-
tair the interdaction operations and
later to expand them.

e @ vesult, the officials said, the
United States found itself providing di-
rect ai¢ to & guerrilla operanon whose
i — the overthrow of the Sandinist
Government — weat beyonc Washing-
ton’s goa' of intercepiing arms. The
United States was thus brought into
poiential  direct confrontation Wwith
Nicaragua. :

T¢ prevent precisely this outcome,
the cfficials said, & number of Adminis-
tration members had fought hard buiin
vair to persuade Mr. Reagan not to side
openly with Britain against Argentinz.
Argentnz anacked the Falkland Is-’
jands on Aprii 2, 1982, and surrendered
on June 14,

Complicated and Confusing

The Administration officials related
these details over the past few days in
an effort to show there was no deliber-
ate et{or: within the Reagan Adminis-
tration to violate the law barring ac-

" tions to overthrow the Government of
Njcaragua, s some Congressional crit-
ics bave suggested.

The officials described complicated

» and often confusing accounts of more .

| than three years of covert American ac-

\ tions in Nicaragua and against its Gov-

| ernment. .

| The centerpiece, the officials said,
was an arrangement worked out be-
rween the Reagan Administration and
the Argentipe ruling junta jed by Presi.’
dent Lieopoldo Galtieri. ';

Under the pact, Argentina would be |
responsible, with some American funds 1

i

and intelligence support, for attacking ,‘
the flow of supplies moving through
Nicaragua to El Salvador and Guate-
mala. Guatemala, El Salvador’s neigh-
bor to the north, had been battling a lefi-
jst-ded guerrilla movement that pre-
dated by several years the ape in El Sal-.
vador. The United States took for itself
the tasks of curtailing Nicaraguan ac-
tions against Honduras, for providing
money to political opposition groups in

Nicaragua and for maintaining liaison
| with Nicaraguanexiles.. - :
i. Tne officials said the Administration !
i was clear about the difficulties inherent
" in the arrangement. General Galtier.’s
+ support for the anti-Sandinist guerrillas
. predated the Reagan Administration.
{ His goal, never hidden, was 10 entice .
tae former Sandinist commander Edén .
| ‘Pastora Goémez 10 Jead the guerrillas in ;
| ap attempt to overthrow the Sandinists. |
| According to Administration officials, |
! this goal was shared by & mumber of |
i Reagan policy-makers and Central In-:
{ telligence Agency operatives, but it was |
; never adopted as official policy. o
i ‘It Was Convenient’
i« was convenient to run the opera- !
! tions through the Argentinians,” & high- |
| ranking intelligence agency official
| said. ‘“We didn’t have to ask guestions
| about their goals that we couldn’t es-
: cape asking about our own goals when
we took over.”

1n 197¢ and 1980, the Carter Adminis-
tration had umdertaken to expand:
American intelligence collection activi- :
ties in Central America and to provide |
funds and other support to anti-Govern- |
. ment, democratic individuals and '
: groups in Nicaragua. By this time, reta-
; tions had already begun to cool berween
| Washington and the Sandinists, whom ,
| President . Carter had backed in the
i closing days of their revolution against
ithe long-time dictator ‘Anastasio
'g Somoza Debayle. *
 On March ¢, 1981, President Reagan
! was szid to have reaffirmed these cov-
| ert programs and to have taken an im-
}portam step beyond them, authorizing
{ the 'start of covert military action to in-
'tercept arms supplies moving through
Nicaragua to El Saivador and Guate-
malz. The budget for these efforts was
set at $19.5 million.
©  Against the backdrop of what officials
said they saw as a stalemated situation
a1 best, but more likely 2 deteriorating

‘
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[ one, e pPresiaent and his senior
- Iersmetonij. 16, 1981. Mr. Rm
. adopted a 10-point program, later to be
: embodied in National Security Decision :
: lIl)locm::uar:ct 17. It called, in general, Yor
creasing economic and mili i
theregion.. -.. zmhfu'ymdm
~AConcessiontoHalg . © -
The document ' also .apvamm
developmun of contingency ~pmsmtg
deal :mh “‘unacceptable military ac-
tions” by Caba. This was described asa
nominal concession to Secretarv of
State AlexanderM. HaigJr. -~
Mr. Haig had proposed going turther
and taking umspecified ac%xpoxxx}sg- against
Cuba, which he termes *‘the source’’ of |
mgxb‘xe tgl Central America. .
‘But the 10-point program, the offi- ;
. f:‘xals sa.l’&,i, also called tor issuing &'
! finding”’ to Ccmgrmonal intelligence
| commitiees notifying them of plans to
i step up covert intelligence actions in
 the region. Such a finding, or document,
ixs required by law and gives Congress
{ an opportuty to raise objections.
, When the finding was submitted in
| December, several members of the in-
telligence l:iotxgm:xitte&s were said to
gquestion W er the covert operations
i could be limited to imerdictiog‘;f arms
. supplies o might evolve into & broader
{ campaign against the Nicaraguan Gov.
| ernment. :
The _hndmg granted the C.I1.A. broad
i authoriry to-suppor: and conduct *“poiii-
ncal' anc paramilitary operations
against Cubans and Cuban supply
lines” in Nicaragua and elsewhere in
Central America. The C.1.A. was also
empowerec 10 work with other govern-
ments. The other Governments mainly
. invoived were Argentina and Honduras,
although Venezuela and Colombia
showed interest as well.
Restrictions on Spending
Under the finding, the C.I.A. was al-
lowed to spend $19.85 million for all cov-
ert actions in the region. It was not .
clear from the officials’ comments |
| whether this figure was related to the |
similar amount mentioned in cnnneo-;
tion with the March 9, 188}, meeting. In
any event, some of it was to serve as |
seeC momey’’ to finance a 500-man ,
force of Latin Americans. This force
would later be joined with a 1,000-man '
unit then being trained and financed in
Honduras, largely by Argentina. The
finding told the C.I.A. to work *pri-
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