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The K.G.B. Goes on the Offeﬁsive

- And the West Begins Strik{ﬁgBack

By JOHN VINOCUR
Specia! to The New Yark Times

BONN, July 23 — The Soviet intelli- !

| gence and security agency, the K.G.B.,

has entered a phase of aggressiveness
in its activities in the West, according to

allied officials. The upsurge is cited asi _

the principal cause of a series of expul- °
sions of Soviet agents from .countries
around the worid since the-startof 1883.
The number of Russians expelied for
illegal intelligence-gathering so far this
year has reached 90, according to the
United States State Department. .Six

{'

Tracking the KGB

First of three articles.

others, identified -as spies, left-on their
own. The total for all of 1882, according
to United States Government records
‘was 49; in 1981, it was 27.

Technology and Missiies

The increased number of expulsions,
including the French decision to order
the departure of 47 Russians in April, is
widely described as a function of the
stepped-up K.G.B. effort, but not a re-
sult of 2 coordinated Western cam-
paign.

Although there were varying views on
the degree of increase in the K.G.B.’s
activities, intelligence analysts, gov-
ernment officials, and active and for-
mer counterespionage officers inter-
viewed in six European countries and
the United States agreed that the areas
of Soviet concentration were the acgui-
sition: of advanced Western technology,
and an attempt to block, through politi-
cal-influence operations, NATO's de-
ployment at the end of the year of new
nuclear missiles in Western Europe. -

During the first half of this year every
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
member in Europe with the exception
of Luxembourg and Portugal expelied
or arrested men described as Soviet
.agents. :

The latest of the Russians to be ex-

. pelled was Vladislav Istomin, & Vvce

Consul in Geneva, who was told to leave
Switzerland early this month atier he
was described as a spy specializing in
the collection of technological and eco-
nomic information.
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Switzerland, a neutral, also closed the
Bern bureau of the Novosti press agen-
cy, citing its attempts toinfluence dis-
armament groups calling themselves
the peace movement,-&nd threw out a °
Soviet journalist amd 2 gplomat -de-

scribed as his K.G:B. superior. ’

Denmark expelied Yevgeny Motorov,
head of Line X for the K.G.B. in Copen-
hagen. Line X is the field section for sci-

‘ence and techmology. .o

Danish counterespionage -sources: |

said he tried not only to obtain microe-
jectronic equipment on NATO’s embar-
goed lists, but also to interest a Dane, &
potential agent, in joining the country’s
Fulbright Scholarship Committee. :
' A Prized Target

1n Bejgium, Yevgeny Mikhailov, di-
rector general of a Soviet-Belgian com-
pany interested in computers,—was
thrown out, just as his predecessor was
Seven years.ago. -

These expuisions have counterparts
in Thailand, Australis and Japan, &

agents, denouncing their ‘‘treachery.”” "
1f Soviet efforts to acquire technology
in Japan are regarded by United States
officials as particularly imense, it is in
Western Europe that counterintelli-
gence officials have been most forth-
coming in discussing K.G.B. activities.

“We see a multiplication and an in-
-temnsification in the technology sector
that must reflect unusual pressure to.
perform,” &8 West German counterespi-
onage official said. ‘It just wasn't there
before in the same degree. They’ve be-
come very aggressive.” -

Another West German expert spoke
of a coordinated, intense campaign to
-mobilize Western opinion against the
new NATO missiles. .

-, *Abusive’ and ‘Outrageous’

- In Paris, aides to President Frangois
Mitterrand used the words ‘“‘abusive”
and ** " in describing the
‘K.G.B. activities that led to the expul-
sionsthere, -

An American who survevs Soviet es-
piopage activities dated the buildup
back two and & half to three .

The onset of détente in the late 60's
led to a general upswing in efforts by
the K.G.B., he said, ‘‘but their plans ap-
pear to bave been pushed forward. If
you look at’the behavior, you cannot
reach another conclusion.” l
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coming to power of Yuri V. Andropov, !
the Communist Party chief who headed
the K.G.B. and its half-million or more
agents for 15 years. :

But it. under him — and
with it the K.G.B.’s reputation as a

tion, hampered by bu cy, cor-
Tuption and internal rivalries, yet un-
Auestionably respected, or reviled, as a
deading international instrument of
ADivision of Labor
. In addition to the K.G.B.’s assertive-
xess, there.are reports of its increased
use of Eastern European
services in coordinated operations.
.--A West German expert, one of those
in Western Europe who see relatively -
limited changes in the tempo of Soviet
espianage, insisted that its overall -ef-
_jgc;ivenss had grown because of better
division of labor — giving tasks for-
‘merly accomplished by K.G.B. officers :
to the so-called “satellite agencies.” |
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ing information on military matters.
Some evidence exists that East Ger-
many, after baving achieved remark-
able penetration in West Germany, is
increasing its - espionage effort in
Scandinavia, notably in Denmark. .
" Tbe Czechosiovaks are strongly
‘present in Austria — the West Euro-
pean country widely described as the
least resistant to Soviet-led espionage
— and the Bulgarians in Italy, Greece,
and Turkey. ) .
A United States Government docu-
ment, assessing a ‘decade of Western
technology coliection by the Soviet in-
telligence agencies and their East

- European counterparts, found last year

that it had saved the Warsaw Pact
‘hundreds of millions of doliars” and
“‘years in development time.”

The acquisitions, the report said,
have permitted the modernization of
the pact’s weapons industry, greater
weapons performance, and the ability
to build in countermeasures *‘to West-

.ern weapons early in the development

of their own weapons programs.”

General notions of the extent of the
K.G.B.’s activities have been rein-
forced as well.
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