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Secret operatnons cah go awry;™
says former US ambassador

By a staff correspondent of The Chnst.\an Scnence Momwr S e
Tusl] Washington
A former USs ambassador to Nxcaragua warns that secret operabons ‘against .
Nicaragua could get out-of control.and create more. problems t.han benefits for t!_:e ‘
- . United States. ..\ 1o vy met Seasm vak-ron <0 SERE ’f:‘: L
.~ Lawrence Pezzullo, who served in-Nicaragua from mid- 1979 througlnbe sum-
mer of 1981,-says that -while such operations may:start with the aim of simply .
harassmg or cutting off an arms supply, the Nicaraguan counterrevolutionaries in.
_-charge of .carrying them. outmwhave largerpurposa in mmd_such as(he
_ overthrow of a government. -
: Now a Washington consultant, t.be former ambassador says that once the US
. places its main focus on the flow of arms from Cuba and Nicaragua {o El Salvador,:
it says, in effect, to the Salvadoran government and military men: “This is a '
- problem beyond your control.” Mr. Pezzullo says be believes that Cuban involve-
ment in Central America’s turmoil is undeniable but overstated by the Reagan
administration, and that this focus of concern removw the prssm*eon threatened
governments to carryoutreforms. -

In the struggle for Nicaragua, says Pezmuo. it -was not Cuban’ support for t.be
Sandinista revolutionaries which was decisive, but the sanctuary and supply base:
of democratic Costa Rica which made the difference. Some Costa R.xcans made a;,
fortune from trafficking in arms, be adds. T :

1n an interview, Pezzullo said that the US ought to toster centnst fom encour-
age talks between Honduras and Nicaragua. ard seek regional ways of deanng with

_ thetraffic in arms and related problems. :

“The US in its own interest has to learn how bett.er to deal with radxcal change.’ *

. says Pezzullo. “It’s essential, because we’re living in a world where governments
especxally in smaller countries with weak institutions, face radical change:

. “These radical changes are going to usher in movements which metoncally at -

'..Jeastaregomgt.obeannAmencan Wecanthmwupomhandsa.ndsaythxsisa :
creature of the Soviet Union, but that’s not a policy. That’s an emotional outcry.

“We’re_going to bave to realize there are ways in'which you can deal with it. No_
particular pattern will work. But you 're gomg to have to have a ﬂexible. very

.. pragmatic kind of policy.” ;... fxY: s -

Pezzullo says the US has. more tooﬁer a.small nahon undergomg change than_ _

does the USSR. To oppose such change, be says, ! *reinforces the myth that the’US -
. supportsthe st.alnsquo Do matter how corrupt governing elites maybe" ke s I

But if it wants to, Pezzullo says, the US can assist any new regimes in ways that "
the Soviet Union cannot match. In the fields of agriculture, health, education, and
public ammmstrabon. the US can prov:de resources and expenenced prqqusxonal

- belp. i 4

.. “The Sovnets " besays “don'tdehver - =

: WhetherctmngsoccurmanlranoraNncaragua.noneotthemaregomgtobe X
easy to cope with,” says the former ambassador. *‘They're going to tstthe pa-

- tience and pragmatism and ingenuity of everybody who deals with them. . - .
£z 2. “Butwe eithergeal. ‘with change:orxun for coverevery. ﬁme*wesee‘lthnd‘leave ¥
,.theturtto'me so-calledprofmonalmoluhonan&“" A sran MORDS AT LR

el e o

<Regarding.allegations:thatthéiRe: ~an admnnstratlon hasrsupported dormerx:
*‘Somoza*guardsmen in cross-bd +4ids agairist the ’Sandinista regime <Pezailo i
- says: “It is almost.a classical example of bow the-original concept of - mtercepting
Tan arms flow Jeads you into problem.areas, because.the people You start:to ﬂeal
witb oo the intercept issue are more interested in doing other things. - jamiie oo -
e ‘-)“Ourrforexgn polic Eannqtstray too far from Amencan idealsand a senseoﬁair
play LI Lol LUt .- 4
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