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Castro called real president

of Nicaragua

5 From the beginning, thousands of then goes back to Cuba. Sometimes he
MRVEW . Cubans arrived and began to take key ~ comes two or three times in the same
‘positions all over the country. And week. )
) N ,_: not just Cubans. There had been mas- There is something else about Puerto
I‘he. commander of Nicaragua’s sjve aid from international terrorist .Cabezas. They have taken all the .
National Liberation Army, Pedro .organizations like the Montoneros and - Miskito Indians who lived there —
Ortega, also known as “Juan the Chilean MIR and from Libya, and about 10,000 or 15,000 — and sent
Carlos,” on fighting Castro in these people began to occupy positions  them to the mountains in order to
Nicaragua in the government. The Nicaraguans leave a free zone for a big military ‘
] ’ . were relegated to a back seat. ;ase operated totally by Cuban;. \
. . + N : icaraguans are not permitted there.
One of the groups of Nicaraguan tio?{ Awr?n';,t ctll::et:;arf:;tmt::lsl:nb:ﬁstasi It is a restricted zone, where

internationalists are trained, who are
sent to Honduras and E! Salvador.

Q: They are training guerrillas?

A: They have trained thousands of

exiles fighting a guerrilla war against
Nicaragua's Sandinista government
is led by a former businessman, Pedro
Ortega, who uses the nom de guerre,
“Juan Carlos.” Born in Spain, he came
to Nicaragua as a child and owned a
match factory in Managua when the
Sandinistas took power in 1979.

“Juan Carlos’ now commands the

A: We have been inside Nicaragua
fighting, and continue now with much -
‘more strength, in the northern zone,

on the Atlantjc coast, in countles_s Salvadorans Airplanes leave constantly
places and villages. The campesinos for the mountains of El Salvader

have given us their total support:even .. . -T-—-= -
serving as guides in the mountains.

We have hundreds fighting in Nicaragua
and have executed huge operations,

dropped. This is the way the Salvadoran
guerrillas have been ab)e to maintain

National Liberation Army (ELN). The o just along the border, but in the " themselves.

official Sandinista newspaper calls interior. to weaken the Sandino- In Nicaragua they also train and

hirm “the Chief of the Jackals.” commu;'xist economy. We believe that supply the Honduran terrorist group,
When “Juan Carlos” visited Washing- e than 800 Sandfnista soldiers _ the Chinchoneros. All their war mate-

ton last week, Latin American expert
Roger Reed interviewed him in Spanish
for The Washington Times and trans- Honduras?

lated the following excerpts: _A: I move all around and have no
Q: What is the National Liberation  fixed position. The people of the

rial comes from Nicaragua. In the _
northern zone, near Esteli, there is-a : .
base where hundreds of Hondurans
were trained to destabilize the
Honduran elections. They failed,
because the Honduran military knew

have died in these operations.
Q: Is your command post in

Army? National Liberation Army who are. .

A:yl‘he National Liberation Army fighting are inside Nicaragua. ;aboutfthxs. Butdthey e :;_\;le éo E:;
was formed in mid-August 1979, at Q: How many men are in the m’%}? e is s arrrlex : mtlo qlr',h o
first as a humanitarian organization Sandinista armed forces? S d_erle o son:jeth u}x{g pph haev
t0 aid the thousands of Nicaraguans . . A: They have, according to our fl 9 x;u’stas - }j e, 1 €
who had to flee their country when intelligence service and to ex-Sandinista ;rea. )'arraggethto cu;] accinat.o begin
the Sandino-communist forces took ~ Sympathizers, about 25,000 in the e o s"blr(;ugb 'lg a&anal ¢
power. It is a civic-military organiza-  regular force and a reserve of about ?s soor‘ljasspos; ¥ a : R‘? , e ssin
tion composed of thousands of Nicara- 100,000. The Sandinista Front has ' 15:)? ;\I'e g : nndlzert:t%mthrogu h
guans, in the majority ex-members of . Degun a tremendous arms race. They : g )caragux ' ‘;. R.v” )t gts mos%
the National Guard, inside and out-  have turned Nicaragua intooneof | ;aerroe“;lxar:!r_rt! e;:‘hios wa]yatshz c:anal
side the country. We have the signa- ~ Ih€ best-armed republicsinthe . JFIOR PR, S e 60T Lould
tures of about 7,000 men who support , . Caribbean, after Cuba. * bean iﬁter—oceanic canal. We know
us. Our goals are 10 give real freedom * Q: It is said that Puerto Cabezas i is thi: is already arranged If they haven't
to the suffering people of Nicaragua, . being converted into a military already begun to di thé canal. th
to help eradicate communism in all of ' . Z0ODe€ ..... elad g ~ ext mgnth it
Central America, and to establish a ' A:Not just Puerto Cabezas. They - “°2.C P D ing

Q: You are confronting over a

nel ¢ .
real pluralistic, democratic government. ~ have three important air bases, where | "o o4 thousand armed men. How do

any kind of aircraft, such as the

Q: Why are you fighting the MiG-21, can land. These bases are af’ YU expelct to defeat them? Is that
Sandinistas? Puert vour goal?
A: When the Sandinistas took power, M"oi,’;e(;ig,ffzas Bluefields, and A: Correct. The people of Nicaragua

were tricked and are suffering. They
are ready to confront any military

they said they were going to establish
a government that represented the
people, that they would soon hold
elections. But in a few months, the

‘Montelimar is the airfield that
Fidel Castro uses privately. Castro is
in Montelimar every eight to ten

4 days. He goes to advi 10 tell th ST T
people realized that what had come to - Sazdlmstg commandles:sa\:ga?t‘tfey € CINTIN f..c.D

Nicaragua was not a democracy, but have to do. He arrives, is there one
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