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' Wendell' H¢
First Ameridment does not guarantee the right to
yell Firel’_ip.a-crowded theater when there is'no
"Whenthére is no clear and present danger,

ho . thg right to freedom of speech and tnfor-
wlaflon. is_ani-abeolute: guarantee -of  the First
Amendment. It is the ground on which American
freedom mt.;x;%basls of democ}:acy itself '+ |
Three regen¥ events (repor %°InThe Globe on’
the same day)Bave led me to wonder whether we |
should not be serfously concerned that this right is-
rivate citizens-and

being eroded. byzthoughtless pi
feagful public servants. - 3. 0 TR g

 1s obvigu$ thatthe Board of the Boston Sym-

vy’ did aotfise the best: political judgment in’
169 Red%'at\;‘eto perfgx;a in “Oedipus’

-l fders whether the production would
B¢ been ‘méingtable enough:to overshadow the
i tests generated’ by her political
s o many others, the Palestine Lib~
tion is'a highly objectionable enti-

v

4¢ 8 hied. To back down on the agree-:

%3t under pressiire from a segment of the public p
‘1s a violation of 2000 years of contract law. It can’;
. BEmrgiied- tHir4Here is an -imiplied threat to theit
‘First Amendment as well. ¥} .« /0% [y 2o iminhia

e e mangggreee . AN/ RN
lan’Paisley is another whose political philoso-

_phy-and activities are objectionable  to many.;
' myself included.Fhough perhaps not to the same;
degree as'the Irish Republican Army. the Rev. Pais--
doisis responsibléfor the continuing rigidity of the:
' positions of the:contending parties and hence for:
' gedacontinuing. bloodshed in Northern Ireland. Yet
' shh having beensiid, for the State Department to
' refgse him @ visd o enter the United States after
. nesad been invited to speak at Bob Jones Univer-,
. figp is a violatiorFof our long tradition of academic
: freedom and of the First Amendment.”. 7/ o, iy
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THE BOSTON GLOBE
6 May 1982
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:;lgr‘mldent'fﬁ&%;n'é“neﬁ secrecy rulings have {
ersed a 20-yéar effort of previous Administra-

to identify Clearly and precisely information

ed to national security, and in light of the pub-

: %c Hght to be Informed to restrict classiflcation to,
t documents where disclosure would be an
‘Iﬁqguﬂable ‘danger to national security.” The3
“rules have extended the definition of ‘classifi-

¢ data to the point where classification could beg

, 3Rpledto napd of the Interstals BIghTRY e

' yBbrfignevs Fulés would diop the “public interest™ |

sion, under*which certain national security ;
hation’ could be made public if the disclosure 4

e’ deemed ifo 'be: in’ the>piibli2 interest:Theyqy
W& drop the requirement for a six-year review of
ANMdocument’s classification. They would provide-
2 ‘where there is any doubt, a document must be
classified. They would expand classification pow-:
164 the work of any scientists in any field who
‘24®bperating'in universities under federal grants
& the grant-has been awarded and the work
faxél?fbu; not published.  © © . %7 iU
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X he federal government has the duty under the
Sgpstitution to provide for the common defense.-At.
Yimes.. this. certainly requires putting the most
-ggreful guard over information that, if known to
enemy, would offer clear and present danger to
fhe pation. That being said, however, extending
“the cloak of secrecy to information with only the
vaguest connection (or none at all) to national de-
Difse speaks more to a fear of informed Americans
&tein of informed opponents. It is a retreat from the
“spirit and intent of the First Amendment.. - &

" ‘As a university president, I know the problems.
i that can arise when strong and unpopular views/
“are presented to a large audience. Nevertheless, in

dpast acadeniic year arepresentative of the PLO
Okhieh is, in fact?nathing but a terrorist organiza-
" tion, and a representative of the JDL, which is
334H by the public-as often close to a terrorist ac-
.98 'group, ‘hdve spoken on Tufts’ campus. The
aYiRversity administration had faith in the maturi--
W@2$nd good Sense of our students, and it was well
35i¥ed. Themeetings were well attended, the audi-
'R§Re was courteous and there were no incidents.
9yeappears to'e that instead of repeating the
, Rl hikes of ‘the’McCarthy era, private citizens.
K do wor‘s"éf'_than to emulate these young people
. 2%A remembeér-that the principle of free thought.
~ extends to freedom for the thought we hate. Public
: ants could §(eep ih mind the words of our third |
dent, Thomas Jefferson: *I know of no safe-
itory of the ultimate powers of the soclety but .
ple themselves; and- if we think them not
ightened enough to exercise thelr control with a
olesome discretion the remedy, is not to take it |
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i an Mayer I prestdent df Tufts University.
;«:‘x’;ﬂv&-#:hp-,»‘;a-mm: :fl;f“i&n - Jff. .-m«,,!l’.;__‘

R {’% them ‘but’ {3 inform their discretion. "
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