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NEW YORK—The city’s chief medical
examiner Thursday requested exhuma-
tion of the body of Dennis MecNeil, who
cied mysteriously one week after his two
trothers contacted. a newspaper to ac-
cuse the.CIA’s ex-spymaster, Max-Hugel,
¢f Jjoining them ‘in ‘an: illegal stock
manipulation deal. . -7 7 ¢ N

The examiner; Dr. Elliot Gross, said in
2 letter to the Queens County district
attorney that an autopsy-is necessary to
Cetermine whether the 41-year-old
SIeNell was murdersd: - - - -

The district ‘attorney, Joha- Santue
szid he is beginning a full investigation
izzo the MeNell case and hopes to re-
soand to the exhumation request by next
}Zonday_ Ll e Tl

THE MEDICAL EXAMINER'S deci-
3.0 io seeic an autopsy followed publica-
ticn of a story in Wednesday's Chicago
Troune which revealed defails of the
suspicious June 1 deatir, .

Szatucci has assigned two New York
Cl:r police detectives and two assistant
dizirict attorneys to sift the evidence and
to zitempt to interview McNell's widow,
J=2z2, 20d a Chicago businessman, Stan-
lex Xieimar, who was associated with all
three MeNell brothers in their Triad
Ecergy Corp. . . ., . -

i E‘:s le?med that the probe has been
ha==pered bx)Mrs. McNeli’s refusal to be
inz2-viewed by the police. One source
clcs2 to the investigation told The. Trib--
un2 hat she informed detectives that she-
haZ been asked to remain silent: by. the+
Feceral Bureau of Investigation::. ..<iy
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ZOWEVER,: LATE Thursday “the-
Sourses said the FBI, which is conducting |

its > investigation of the McNells, had
indizzted they would cooperate-with local
auirorities. v - . - R

© M2Nell disg in-a Queens hospital while

beirmz prepared for surgery for a sus-

4
n

pect=d ruptured spleen. In an unusual

actcm, 2o autopsy was performed at the-

tirce ) .
l Tne accusations. against Hugel, when
putizshed two weeks ago in the Washing-

tor: zst, resulted in his immediate resig-

hatic as assistant director of the CLA.

He ciznied the charges, however, and said

the “doNells were trying to blackmail
hir BT T PO
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"THE.TWO SURVIVING MceNell
brothers, Samuei and Thomas, - have
vanished. Directors of the Triad firm
‘charge that about $3.3 million is missing
from Triad and a second company the
McNells ran,

-as she knew, her husband was in robust

Kielmar, a- Chicagoan . who. ig one of
‘Triad’s- directors,. informed the FBI last
-week that he had been tolq that Dennis
McNell, who was employed as an ad- !
ministrative assistant for. the firm; was|
‘abducted and beaten twice this
Jear—once in April or May and a second
time*just before his death . -

-z Kielmar, ‘inshis statement to tne FBI,

said he "assumed” the alleged beatings
were related to the’brothers” _dealings
with Huget and he interpreted them as *'a
warning for the McNells to. cool it with
Hugel.”: : ot

IN HIS LETTER to the district attor-
.hey, medical examiner Gross explained
that the hospital's records on Dennis
McNell list a ruptured spleen as a possi-
ble cause of his death. : . :
“A rupiure of the spleen is most fre-
quently of traumatice origin and often the
. Tesuit of a erimina} act,” Gross said in
the letter. - s
He also raised the suspicion of fou] play
in making the formal request. for an
exhumation. “I'am of the opinion that an
autopsy is- indicated to determine
whether or not the death in any way
resulted from a criminal act,” the letter
stated. ... o ERRRE
" SANTUCCT'S OFFICE revealed only a
Portion of the contens- of the letter:-1t.

DR

the district attorney’s oifice that an-auto-
psy, in all probahility, will not by itself
determine- conclusively whether a homi-
cide had been committed. . . -
- The hospital’s records show that there
were no bruises on- Dennis McNell’s vody..
A number of medicaj authorities have
said it would be possible for someone to.
sustain a severs-blow to the abdomen
without there being any resuiting exter-
nal.marks. - . i
The original report on the case in the
Thedical examiner’s office indicated that
McNell may have sufferad from cirrhosis
of the liver, an affliction which could,

. ban'borough of New York City, it would

according to experts, damage the Spleen.
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. BUT MRs, McNELL told The Tribune
In an interview Sunday night that, as far

physical tealth at tre time of his death, i
except for a mild diabetic condition.

District Atty. Santucci said that if
McNell’s death was caused by a beating
that occurred in Queens, 3 largely subur-

be his oftice’s responsibility to conduct a

komicide investigation, - ~
MeNell’s body is buried in Maine, and

Santucei has obtained pledge of cooper-

p.
Proval would be needed, with or without'
the permission of McNell’s widow,. San-
tucei said. - TS e Ll
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SOURCES. Ssaip police are ‘eager- to
question Mrs. McNell aboyt any knowl-)
edge she might have of either alleged
beating,

In her interview with The Tribune, shef
said she knew nothing about any violence
which might have been inflicted on-her
husband. She did say, however, that dur-
ing the last three or. four- months — the|
period during which the first beating sup-;
posedly occurred McNell had re-
mained overnight in Manhattan after
working late on a few gccasions and that
it was possible he could have sought
medical assistance - without hep knowl-}
edge. ... T R “J
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