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US. Role in Nicaragu
Arouses Senate Concern

By Patrick E. Tvler -

and Don Oberdorfer
Washington Post Statf Writers

O the first day back from Easter

Tecess, two influential members of

the Senate Intelligence Committee
put the Reagan administration -on
notice from the floor-of the Senate
that there is widespread concern
that the CIA is circumventing & con-
gressional ban on US. involvement
in  offorts to overthrow  the
Nicaraguan government. - -
Sen. Daniel Patrick Movnihan
(D-N.Y.). vice chairman of the com-
mittee. said that in addition to its
obligations under the congressional
ban the United States has & “specific
obligation” not to violate the 1843

Organization of American Statec

reaty. whik prohibits anv QAS
COURIY Irom intervening in or inter-
fernz with the arfairs of another
OAS country.,

“If we are & government of jaws at
home. It is hoped we would be a gov-
ernment of iaws in the hemisphere.”
Movninan saic. ’

While Movnihan was speaking,
the OAS permanen: counci: was
hezring  charges by Nicaragua
aga:nst the United States. The siate.
ments were made during a debate on
& proposa! by Honduras for & nego-
lizied settlement of disputes in the
region through a meeting of five
Central American foreign ministers.

In the Senate, Patrick J. Leahy

(D-V1) said he has given the Intel-
‘ligence Committee a classified report

that “bears materiallv” on whether
the executive branch is complving
with “both the letter and the spirit”
of restrictions placed by Congress on
secret aperations in Nicaragua,

The restriction. known as the
Boland amencment. prohibits the
CIA or Defense Department from

pre ¢ funds or other support 1o
counterrevoitionary groups for the
purposeof  overihrowing  the
Nitaraguen eovernment,

“If one is 10 believe the .detailed
accounts seen in the press in recent
days. the administration is actively |
supporting. and perhaps even. guid-
ing, a large-scale anti-Sandinista
guerrilla movement now involveq in |
open combat inside Nicaragua,”
Leahy said. =~ . 77p i

Senate Majority Leager ‘Howard
H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.) said “there's
a great coucern” in the Senate ahout
US. covert activities in the region.
.Baker mert with lovnihan after ‘the

New York Democrat’s remarks on -

the fioor. Baker later said he wouid
ask for & leadership briefing by the
Intelligence Committee. o

Movnihan said the cormittee hag-
SPEnt & quarter of its time-in the
hast vear on intelligence operations
in Central Amerjcg He said Sen,
Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.). the chair-
man. has asked for & new briefing
from administration officials next
Tuesday. One of Goldwater's aiges
on the committee assisted in draf;.
ing the Leahy report.

At the 0AS, Hondurar, Ambas.
sador Robert Martinez Cardone;
called for 4 meeting of five regional
states, including Nicaragua, tq bring
about a stabie anqg long lasting ser-
tement in the area. Martinez sajd
that Nicaragua should participate if
it is serious aboyt seeking peace.

Nicaraguan Ambassador Edgard
Parrales Castillo replied that the
Proposal is a U.S.-initiateq “trap” to
outnumber Nicaragua at g regional
meeting. He said the reg] problem is”
an armed conflict “createq artific ally
bv the United States using Ho du-
ras” and he cited U.S. press rep rts
In charging that Washington is “pro-
moting. financing, advising and as-
gisting” coumerrevolut.ionary bands.

- meeting: -

The envoy called for bilatera)
U.S.-Nicaraguan negotiations to deal
with the confiict. In Managua, the -
Foreign Ministry said it js asking
Mexico, Venezuela. Panama and
Colombia to use their good offices to
arrange a U.S.-Nicaraguan dialogue
and Nicaraguan-Honduran dialogue
to settle disputes. : .

U.S. Ambassador J. William Mid-
dendorf 1I backed the Honduran call -
for 2 five-wav. Centra) Amegican

The US. ambassador recalled-,
that the Sandinista leagers who 100k |
power in July, 1979, hag promised
the OAS to purswe “free and fair
elections” and pluralism at home,
anc non-alignment abroad,

Middendorf charged that the San-
dinistas “betraved” those promises
and made Nicaragua an “Increasingly |
totalitarian society,” ;

Nicaragua's Parrales. referring to |
Teports that the Reagan adminstra- :
ton is preparing 1o reduce Nicara-
guas US. sugar quota and shif {
most of it to Honduras, charged that l
thit is “z beautiful reward for trea- l
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Lon. .
Administration sourc'eslsaid that g |
tentative decision has been made 1o
reduce Nicaragua's sugar quota. but |
that it is not likely ta be announced !
for several weeks.
One. official suggested that the
administration hopes to use the
threat of a sugar limitation &s a car-
rot as well as a stick. “I'm sure the
question would be reconsidered if
Nicaragua wants to Sop exporting
revolution to El Salvador and its
other neighbors,” the officiai said. l‘

- Staff writer Lou Cannon contrib-

" uted to this report,
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