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AGENTS of Britain’s two: secret
services, SIS and MIS; emerged
from- the shadows last.week to
detend: - Guy-- Liddell;.n former
deputy-director of MIS,. who has

been accused of being.a-Soviet.

mole. Liddell is the most récent
and. most high-ranking - secret
service: officer
suspicion ' in - the. ‘wake~of-the
Anthony Blung.affair. 7.5 -
-:The agents are.Sig Dick Gold-
‘smith White, who was—uniquely
—_head of SIS (Secret: Intelli-
gence Sarvice) and earlier head
of =~ MI5.- (the - security - service),
and.William Skardeny the crack
MI3 inrerrogator who broke the
atom-.spy Klaus - Fuchs.

e record to- denounce :accusa-
tions against Liddell.as:*grotes-
que, .preposterous,”.and. to de-
fend their services against what
they see as sinister attacks.  :
.- This-move by White and Skar-
don i5'-unprecedented:\lorma]!y,
British - secret agents, even re-
tired -ones, do not ‘make- public
statements. The  fact..thar two
such eminent officers were pre-
pared to speak out: for- Liddell
— -and. had top-level:clearance
to do-so — shows how seriously
the — inteiligence -:establishment
views. the attacks.:»” Lay)
- Suspicion about:Liddell has’
been revived by ‘Andrew Royle
whese book The Climate of Trea-
son--hinted that art’ historian
Anthony Blunt was a Soviet spy
bafore- Mrs Thatcher : unmasked
Blunt--in--a  statementsto - the
Commons. Boyle :~first®: heard
about: Blunts -work--for=Russia
from Goronwy Rees; a:friend of
.Guy:-Burgess.. Boyle<now:‘claims
that just before Rees died he told
-him that Liddell was part of the
‘Blunt-Burgess homosexual clique
:and-was also a.Russian agent.’s
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.~*Bur+~accusations'vagainst: Lid-
detk go back much further.. When |
-Harold :-. Wilson s was,: “prime

minister,..one - of<-his i secusity

advisers-told him: that-a*former

deputy - director:?of: L MIS: - bady
defected “to the- Russians. " The?
adviser said that. it= would  have.
been -damaging tosthe - national;
interest 'to -have:ibrought: the!
man-to- trial, . so- .he; had besn

prematurely retiredigy a0t K

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/18 :

LONDON SUNDAY TIMES
20 January 1980

RN e e sy

P : - e S T P sl
e T
dmy AL N KVEWZN ,.,ivz VRS EE L E UL
i _,‘(.L:‘":‘H’.' o i E:»;_,},,:: s 3

Liddell was not mentioned by
name, but the clues pointed to
him. He had. a- distinguished
career in MI5 during which-he
rose.to be.deputy director and;
was widely-tioped to -become

the next director-general. Theny -

- Liddell. was prematurely retired]
in.. 1953 . atter . the - _Burgess-
Maclean scandal. and .given the
token post of security adviser.
..to-the Atomic: Energy-. Author-:
Jity. . He.died in 1858, ..u. . =
- =S Dick' -White,» who - wrote:
. Liddell’s obituary in The Times,:
‘.was . director-general of = MI5,
195356, head of SIS, .1956-69;:

:and co-ordinator. of- intellizencey:
and. ..securitv.: in.sthe . Cabinety:

:Office. 1970-73.'He said last week:d

"« The three Liddell brothers all{: :
 the ‘suspect

won -thesMilitary Cross in the:
First ‘World War. That:was the-

PO SRR AT - SR~ SN

AT -~
DY~-ii

sort’ of- family - Guy -Liddell. be-
Jonzed tor very patriotic:i- - f.
~r.%T.knew: him very .we'l.: He
- was very+industrious; @ devoted
_servant of .this country. Through-
“out the;Second ~World War: he
" Hardly-lefr=his- desk.-To- fabel’
. him -a-Soviet .spy is a grotasgue
. chargerrAccusing him. may *have
. possibly” been ‘a- way, .of deflect-
--ing -accusations: against others.
Te - 4s - unforgivable - that-; Guy
- Liddell’s name-should be
ened in-this.way. -« o] !
.~ William: Skardon,’ ‘who-~ had
been --a-.detective -in
joined:MI5 in 1940 and-worked,
with -Liddell until- Liddell- re-;
tired:»Skardon: said last week?
- ©1: knew: Guy Liddell extcemely
“well"He was~a wonderful man
“and "any ‘suggestion- that heiwas
© a’ traitor-is-preposterous."I'm -at,
one - with "Sic - Dick ‘White - and!
.-others from the service who-will
stand“ by~ Guy. Liddell’s “record |
‘and: his-memory. The-libel laws‘
*-should*i¢cover=the: distinguished
“‘dead as-well as the living.l2. 7
2 The only-explanation I-can
“find~fors'these- suspicions-‘about;
Guy, “Liddell *is that: there was |
zasTcoteriess o] i ich:
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Zartisticizand.# cultural ‘interests.
Théisinames- became associated
“with>? edch 3 other "7and “ some
{peoplet-have: made .Guy- Liddell }
~guilty by association.” « < vaia]

* thanded “to

S AR e

e

RIER

:”"Although -~ Skardon. is : best

known- as the man.who broke
Fuchis; " He-27also "~dealt” -withr
William Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw),

The' -?(Iro'ger.s} ‘Gordon -"Lonsdale,
sand~-a}- string - of - other ™ spies,
‘same:'whose names have not.yet -
beer revealed.” In his interview
with The:Sunday Times he went .
,on it recall’ highlizhts=of “his:
21 years»as¥MIS’sitop- interro- |
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- Interrogation = techniques:
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My instructdr had a rémark-
“ables method. “He™ would fask-a
queStion and'ignorevthe answer.
sLateri hg'-would ask’ the same
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nev‘er:l‘

cheard’ thefirst answer. He would:
do-this. over -and-over, irTitating
into indiscretious.
For example, he had asked Nuan;
‘May several times what. he. had;
-the Russiasds, and,
cachotime * he signored: Nunn
‘May’s denials that he had-han-|
ded over anyching. Then for the
tenth- time" he-said, ~‘Now, Me:
May,” you've - handed over " a,
sample. of er, er . ... ‘Nunn.May
Jost:-~ his} patience - and "~ said
‘Uranium,.. - Uranium. .. Urasium
2352 Then my instructor poun-
ced.*L-don't see.why that's very
serious,; he said. “The Russians
were-oué allies during the wac/)
Nunn May agreed, then went on
t_o._,,tell,him-_everything. R
&’ -Anthony . Bluat: <1 went to
see- him:at the Courtauld.” -1
wanted to’ learn if he could tell
me- anything about Burgess. and
Maclean: I learnt only one thing
from him..While I was_guestion-
ing him I noticed a Degas pastel
drawing: 1-do a bit of painting
myself.and I'd copied this part-
cular-Degas- pastel. T told Blunt
-1 :thought- I'd got the colours
just- about right but the only
difference was that my drawing
was~on., cardboard. ‘50 was
Degas’s,’ . said Blunt.”
& Surveillance: “I yan
veillance team for-the Krogers
"and Lonsdale whom we arrested
“in 1961.- It was a wonderful
.time, full of anxieties. We had
.50 or =60 cars, our own radio
“ station,” aircrafe —. all of them
j—-'MIS».‘...-You-.need them. - For a
i proper “surveillance, job for two
people, you need at least a dozen
‘experts for.each 24-hour period.
“We’ watched the Krogers from a
‘house opposite. That was a great
thing I never had any problems
in.MI5. with the Britsh people.
They-would co-opecate in every
‘way.:-Give-you- azbedroom. in!
ehaire hnuse. _if ‘necessary,. for|

guestion¥as ifyhes hag

the sur-
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& Red.Orchestra: “ It is not gen-
erally, known that this Russian
spy -ring had a British section,
But-L caught one of Them after
the-war.”He was a Jewish re-
fugee and he confessed, that he
had been recruited ac the Albert
Hall.;: He ,named several promin-
ent people. who -had worked for
the Red:-Orchestra in  Britain,
‘some .of” them quite prominent.
It .was.decided not to prosecute
them. . I krow their names; but
I’m not going to tell you.” «,~:

»-Today~ Skardon -follows-- the
quiet lifeof a comforrable pen-
sioner .Jiving by the~sea. He
-speads ‘his- days- playinz- indoor
bowls, his ‘evenings.painting or
‘playing. bridge. Incensad by the
accusations -against Liddell, -he
is.,-thinking about writing his
Memoirs.. = wwti s o

+- sMeanwhile, Sir.John . Balfour,'
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Liddell’s. cousin, has-organised

a.protest by Liddell's family and |
friends. : A y group.<iof _them,:
advised 2 by - Lord » Justice!
Stephenson; rare:writiny sabout i
their feelinzs to The Times: |
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