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STAT

PBS MACNEIL-LEHRER REPORT
27 April 1983

#NNOUNCER: President Reagan conironts z shkeptical Congress and raises the political
ante on Central America.

MACNEIL: Good evening. President neagaﬂ takes the fairly rare step of going before =
joint session of Congress this evening. HKis zim is to persuade a2 somewhzl reluctant
Congress tc back him in resisting leftist forces in Central America. This dramatic
gesture thus pushes the controversy over the U.S. role in El Salvador anc Nicaraguez to
the top of Mr. Reagan's foreign policy agence and raises the politiczl heat
surrounding it. This a2fternoon Mr. Reagan gave & preview of what's on his minc when
he spoke to the American Newspaper Publishers Association in New York. REAGAN: This
last point brings up the first resporsibility of the president of the United States
anc of the Cong'ess' the security of an- country and the well-being of our people.
Joright 1 will speak directly to that issue in the contex:t of Centrzl America. We're
ﬁot accustomec Lo thinking very much about that region, neot accustomed to worrying

out possibiy & mililary threst in our own hemisphere. We've aimost taken for
grantec the friendly independent neighbors that we hzve. bul we ¢an no longer ignore
there's z fire startec anc burning in our front verc, anc we must responc with both
unity enc firmness of purpose. The peorles cf the hem:sphere, this hemisphere. are
&.! Amer:icans nc

a ell of us share & vitezl stake in the future of democracy and
ve 1t within our power tc acl now to keer the situztion mznagearle. anc

.

z
pirit that I shall speak 1o the Congress anc to the nztior tonight.

MACNEIL: EZarliier todzy Mr. Reagan szi€ in an interview with Gannmett Newspapers that
Cenirz! Amer:cs does noi adc up to aznother Vietnam. z fear expressec bv some.of his
congressional critics., Tomight with twe leacding critics and U.N. Ambacsador Jeasne
Firkpetrick, the Cenirzl aAmerican policy cebzte that forme the backgrounc tc tonight's
presideniiez! speech. Jir lLehrer is off; Charlayne Hunier-Gsult it in Washington.
Crhearlzvne’

el move comets 2t z time when his
anc skepiic:ism on Cepitol Hill.
on reguest for S60 million in zicg

HUNTLR-GAULT: Fobin, the president’'s highlv unu
a2l Americern policy it mired in deep critici

natl wes uncerscorecd vesterday when an adminict

Sziveador was cul in helf by 2 House Appropriztions Subcommittee. That

ee z.s¢c attachec ¢ gs tc the remz:ining £30 miilion anc extractec z plecge

€ 2am:rislrelion lo name z specizl envoy to seel z negotistec peace in El
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; . 11 1&g reportec thet former Sen. Richzrc Stonme. Democrat of Florids who has
iVising the administrztion on Centrzl Americz policy., it in line for the post

L sore spol 2t well. 4Amic charges that the administration is illegs

operations :in tha!t couniry. the House Intelligence Committee meets

consider cutting off funde for such asciicne agz:nst the Nicaraguan
gevernmeni. Thue, the man known as thé grezt communiczlor faces a formicable test
vhen he comes before the Congress tonight. Robin?
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MACNEIL:  The policy the president takes before Congrese this evering was shapec in
cecnsiderzble part by his U.N.\ambzssador‘\Jeane'\Nirkpetrick. Mrs. Rirkpetrick has long
be..evec "thel the U.S. shoulc aclively support those in Centresl Americs it sees as
@.lies anc cppese the forces thzt tnresten them. Madam Ambzesador. whky coes ibe
s:luetior ir Centrzl Americes warrant such z Cramatic gesture by the president
RIRRPATRICK: Well. 1 thin) the president szic it when he szic¢ thal the firet dutv cf
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