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HACNZIL: I- z moment we're going to bear both sides of the cover! zic debate in L{he
Congress. Firs[, we hear boih sides in the struggle in Nicaragusz from = key member of
the Sandinistz leadership anc & leader of the cont*at, or rebels. Llast week, on
assignment for us, Charles Krause talkeC in Managuz with Humberte Orte ege, Nicaraguan
defense minist

er anc commander in chief, about the miltiary situstion. NUMBERTO

ORTEG4 (Voice of Interpreter): Wnal we see in the coming weeks is = worsening of
m:litary factore anc the real possibility of war with Honduras, to the exTen! thatl
Bonduras is becoming more fully ané directly involved in the aggression against
Nicaragua. It's no longer the counler=revolutionaries receiving belp from Honduras
bul rather The counier—revolutionaries as par:t of U.S. strategy to use Bonduras to
distract our forces and create condilions allowing Bonduras to make overwhelming
attacks against our revolution, against our army.

EKRAUSZ: Then you're expecting war with Honduras? -ORTEGA: Against Kicaragua.

RKRAUSE: Anc the Unitecd States? ORTEGA: Of course and with the support of the Unitec
States. There afe American soldiers ip Honduras with full logistical and acdviser
suppori, assurance ol all kinds of malerial for agression. Now, whelher the United
States is going to get directly involved in our war, that ] can't predict. I'm nmot
fortune-ielling wizarc who can say exacily what will happen. but I can affirn tha
with the vankees anc troops that are in Honduras, if there i:s =z conflict belween
Boncuras anc¢ Nicaragus, arising from the activities of the Somozists
counter-revolutionaries, then the possibility of the U.S. getting involvec in that
conflict is much grealer. The real scenario 1 see for t{he coming weeks is serious.
It's deteriorating because efforls toward peace, eZforlis at understancing are nol
prececing z pace wiih Lhe sabolage, the builé~up of the Hondurar forces anc Lhe
counter—reveoluionar:ies in Bonduras anc in Costs Rica.
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KRAUSZ: Wnatl's wore likely, negotiations or war? ORTEGA: 17 the Unitec States h
number of poinis lo make 1hail they believe Nicaragus is supplvimg arms to L1 Sazlva
that Nicaraguz has Cuben advisers or from elsewhere, etc., if there zre = number o
things thal they don't like aboul Nicaragua, there are zlso aspects of U.S. poiicy
that we don't like. Anc we think that there can anc shoulc be analvsis, talks;
€iscussions bul in 2 frawmework of mulual respect, deceni framework, z c:ivilziec
framework, & framework withoul conditions, without abusing the sirength of one over
the other, wilbou! threats, without holcding & gun tc our head.

HACNEIL: Llater, back in Washington, Charle Rrause fzlkec with Adolfe Calero,
commander iz chiel of one of the largest contrz groups, the FDN, or Democratic Forces

of Nicaragua. Rrause askec fer his reading of the situation in Centrasl America.
CALZIRCO: Well, 1 woulc sav the situation is real hot anc, ah, it will continue to heat
ur. 4nd, ah, we will not cease in our efforts tc establish democracy in Nicaragus, by

whalever means :1 lakes. Al the beginning, right zfter the Somczz overthrow, we,
politiczl parties, private enterprise, practically all Nicaraguans gave the
Sapdinistas the opportunity to establish =z Democratic governmenl. In January of this
‘vear we told the Sandinistas that ve were ready, ah, to put down our arms if they
woulc fuvlfill the commitments that they made to the Organization of American States
for dewocracy, pluralism, elections, respect of human rights. 4nd since none of those
comm:tments have been fulfillec, ah, we have been oblige¢ Lo lake up arms against this
sez of troubles that Nicaraguans are going through.
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