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Nicaragua Photos
Shown to Prove
Military Buildup |

e . .

U, Intelligence ~ Offcals|
-+ Offet’ Spy “Plane Pictures |
-~ To ._ Win Over Ské;itics

- By GeraLp F. SzB. - -
Staff Reporter of Tue WarL STREET JOURNAL
WASHINGTON — U.S. intelligence- offi-
cials, in a rare release of secret’informa-
tion, yesterday displayed dozens. of - recon-
naissance photographs. to support charges
that Nicaragua is engaged in-a dangerous
military buildup.” . e
The pictures-were taken -from U.S. spy
planes flying over- Nicaragua . during- the
past year, Bobby Ray Inman; deputy direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency, said.
The pictures, which were shown to reporters
at the State Department, seem to show the
construction of Cuban-style military bases,
the construction and extension of four air-
fields to handle large jets and the placement
of Soviet tanks, trucks and- antiaircraft
wms. UL LTTL L L A
gl»'l‘he unusual news briefing was just-the
first in a series of presentations of .intelli-
gence information pianned this week to sup-

R

American policies.~ - =~ ;
“The CIA and the Defense Intelligence
Agency have: prepaved-a second “briefing
that reportedly shows evidence of Nicara-
guan support for guerrilias in EI Salvador.
That presentation is to be made privately to-
day and tomorrow to some former top gov-
ernment officials of both parties and to con-
gressional committees. Peporters will see
the presentation. Friday, Reagan adminis-
tration officials said. - . .. .ae
. The briefings-are designed to- win over
skeptics who contend the administration is
exaggerating the military danger from Nic-.
aragua and the extent of Cuban and Njcara-
guan support for the guerrilla movement in
El'Salvador. ‘Intelligence officials, who are
reluctant to release such sensitive- informa-
tion, declassified the materials at the urging
of the administration, 7 . 7T, [Tl
Large Military Buildup .= " -
“I'm here this afternoon because I'm:
concerned and because I'm angry,” Mr. In-
man said as he opened the briefing. He ex-
plained thdt he was concerned because of
Nicaragua’s military buildup-and angry be
cause some Congressmen have demanded-to
see sensitivedntelligence materiak before be-

Hoving the administration’s claims. - . |
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John Hughes, deputy director of the De-
fense Inteliizence Agency, said that Nicara-
gua's military ferces have grown to aboutl
70,000 troops. By contrast, he said, Nicara-!
gua had a naticral guard of about 10,000
troops before Sandinista rebels overthrew |
a military government there in 1979.

Those forces are organized into 49 active
garrisons, 36 more than before the Sandi-
. pista takeover, he added. T

Moreover, the officials charged that the
_rapid " .construction of . military facilities
shows that Nicaragua plans to continue ex-
panding .its armed forces. Mr. Inman pre-
dicted that Nicaragua eventually will-build &’

standing army of 25,000:10. 30,000 trocps-and
! a militia of an additional 100,000-to 150,000
“members.. . T ST LR
i The officials charged that the army iste-’
coming-so' large and well-equipped that it
doesn't -appear -intended - for defensive pur-]
poses.alone. U.S. analysts fear that Nicara-
gua may use the army- to forcibly spread
revolution in Central America or to intimi-
date its neighbors into accepting leftist gov-
_ernments. R v
" - To house its army; Mr. Hughes charged,
Nicaragua is building a series of military in-
¢ stallations and refurbishing existing ones.
The new facliities are being built with pre-.
cisely the same layout as Cuban bases, Mr.
"Hughes charged, showing photographs of
Cuban bases that appeared similar to sup-
port his contention. . - i o
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Soviet Guns Shown ... . - ..«
‘The photos also show that the Nicara-
guan facilities, like Cuta’s, are guarded by
- Soviet antiaircraft gums, Mr. Hughes said.
! Heé added that Nicaragua’s troops also have
received other Soviet-made equipment in the-
past few menths, including 25 tanks, 12 large
howitzers, two helicopters, 12.armored per-’
sonnel carriers and amphibious vehicles to
carry the heavy equipment. - = co
The U.S. officials said they also expect.

* Nicaragua to receive Soviet-made MIG17 or
MIG21.fighter jets in: the next few months.
They charged that 50 Nicaraguan piiots. are
in Eastern Europe learning to Hy the planes
-and ‘that four airfields are being expanded
so their Tuaways will be long enough to ac-

-commodate large MIGs loaded with bombs..
7 All told, Mr. Hughes said, Nicaragua al-
ready has '‘upset the military: balance in

STAT

Central- America.:! Armies-in the region-are.
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that~Nicaragua’s government has launched
a campaign to drive out the Indians, who
have- frequently criticized the leftist Sandi--
nista goverament. STt

“Some administration oificials said that

| the next briefing, on Nicaraguan support for

guarriilas in- El Salvador, doesn't contain as

{much hard.evidence as yesterday's. They

explained that it-is Impossible to get aerial
photos of the covert arms shipments the
U.S. claims are coming irom Nicaragua. In-
stead, the U.S. has gathered such.evidence_

 as small arms caches that have been uncov-

ered and interceptad radio messages that
show the ccoperation between Nicaraguan

groups a}nd' the §aly'adoran rebels. .
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