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A ‘No-Win Situation’|
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.’ WASBINGTON, March 4. For bet-
. ter than a year, the United States has
“trained the eyes and ears of its intelli-
' gence agencies on the small pation of
. El Salvador. That etfort, according to
top officials of the Reagan Adminis-
tration, has produced an abundance of
. Uirrefutable” and ‘‘tnquestionable”
information about arms, meney and
advice flowing to guerrilla forces in E}
Salvador from the Soviet Union, Cuba
The imtelligence data, officials say,
have formed the basis for the Adminis.
tratitn’s policy of providing military
assistance to the junta that rules El
Satvador and of issuing ominous warn-
ings about possible future American
actioninthearea. - .
But instead of guarantzseing a recep-
- tive audience for the Administration's

' policy, the data have increasingly be- |-
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- nage, They argve that the release of
i intelligence  information .
“would probably cause immediate as:

- specific

well as longterm damage to United
States intelligence-gathering capabil.
ities. |, | : :

" In the short run, they contend, the

koowrs, could easily determine the
means used to coliect the information,
+ and take steps to prevent further col-
lection, In the long rum, they fear that
the Soviet Union might gainimportant!
Xrowledge about American collection!
capabilities that could stimulate
.Soviet advances in the arts of espic-|
nage. e
* - “Wehave learned the hard way that
release of information, while helpful

ot
t

" | asa publicrelations tool, hascostusin
-ways we pever anticipated,” said a

.veteranintelligence official.

eV

come as much of an issue asthe policy "\ Fop ple, he said, di 7

itsell. And In the precess, the A
. tratienhas learned a fundamental rule
- of governing in Washington: the best
secret intelligence information in the
world is useless afs. a mazlxls ol bui]dtigg
popular support for a policy until the
data are declassifled and disseminat-

» The Administration discoversd that.
“paradox in recent weeks as-its ree.
- peatad contentions of quality about the
" intelligence conceming El Salvador

. gresstoses “theevidence.”. ; W
_ “It’s a no-win situation,” said one
senior Administration official privates
1y. *“1f we go public with the informa..

* tion, we may lose cur ability to cons

‘don’t, we miay lose cur chance to build
,ublicsupport for the policy.”. -
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‘about Soviet military strength in. the
1560’s alerted the Russians to ad.
vances in American satellite surveil.
lancecapabilities, . - . - '
. Proponents of declassification argue
that the intelligence information about
El Salvador will be useless to the Gov-
.ernment if the Administration cannot
buﬂdpop:ﬂarsupportfaritspolicy.As,
.ope. senior foreign- policy official
asked, *What's the use of having all!

- Secretary of State. Alexander 21, °
Haig Jr. encountered some of that dis-
belief today in an appearance before a
House Appropriaticns subcommittes,
Pressed for specifics about cutside in-|
terventico in Ei Salvador, Mr, Haig

.| told the commiittee that a “Nicara.
. guanmlhtaryman”hadbeencap-

. 2,000 Cuban, and 70 Soviet military ad—,
to (visers caraguan

tured in El Salvador belping direct |

operations. Mr. Haig also |
United States knew of |

working with Nj

Soviet Union, Cuba and Nicaragua, by -
Jearning what the United States ..

1 MainSecred?’. soiime v

" Inaway, Mr. Long’s demand repre<! .

sents the legacy of Vietham angd:

Watergate. Disclosures about officiale.

Iy-sanctioned deceit during the John-i
son and Nixon Administrations ercded’
public faith in Government instito.:
-tiens and officials. L '
- Demoerals Regoest Report
“Therewas a time when it was good |
enough for the President or Secretary
of State to give his word that a foreign
POwer was opposing American inter.:
ests abroad,” sald a senior Reagan -
Administration  official . recently. ;
“*Sadly, that’s nolonger the case.” i
. Inanetfort to resolve what the Rea.
gan Administration knows about out. |
side interference in El Salvador, sev-|
eral Demecratic members of the Sen”
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. ate Intellizence Cotamittes, which revi

ceiveda top-level briefing on El Satva-! -

dor last week, have asked the comumita
tee to review the secret daty and pre-,
parea sanitized but detailed public re-!
Scme members have noted that at)
the same time the Administration is|
fighting disclosure of data on El Salya.!
dor, top officials have talked openly}
about classified information concern.
ing Soviet military advances, includ.
ing the development a new long-range
bomber. : i nl e

«. “Every year ‘about budget time,
there's suddenly a round of disclosures:
abou_t Soviet weapons,” said Senator
Patrick 'J.'Leahy, Democrat of Yers

XFC’Bt. o
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of the Intejligence Committes, tried to
put an end to the debate over intelli..
gence and El Salvador last week, Fol--
lowing the committee briefing on El"
Salvador, the Arizona Republican an-!
nounced, “The American people de-
serve- to . know- that- the officials.
charged with developing-and imple.-
menting United States policy in.this
area are doing so on the basis of solid
information.”” - . . . Ted

But, he added, “The details must re-
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( makeuseottheintemgmdata.g,; i ( . SR
. Totheprotectars of America’s intel..;_1be Subcommittee chairman, Rep..
" ligence secrets, the idea of making a + Fesentative Clarence D. Long, Demo-
- major public disclosure of the data on ; g::o?cfl mg&ﬁmme‘:
: K 4 - dlal ] mmit.-

Central America ho_rdexs,on.wpiqy:tee 1d 1ot dpprove the Adve s g
| v ‘ .tion’s Caribbean ‘Basin economic aid] -
; : ~  -plan until he had a chance to review:
i : - \therawintelii ncedatahimselt, ... i
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