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'l S. Rolein Mining Nicaraguan Harbors|

Reportedly Is Larger Than First Thought
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WASHINGTON —The Reagan administra-

the remamder of the fiscal vear ending Segt

STAT

The letter appeased Sen. Danie] Patrick

30. These funds, as well as $61.8 million in

Movnihan of New York, the ranking Demo-

mililary axd for £] Sajvador, won final Sen-

crat on the Intellicence Commitiee, but Mr.

ale approval vesterday, but Mr. Reagan

tion's role in the mining of Nicaraguan har-

. bors.is larger than previouslyv disclosed, ac-

faces continued opposition in the House,

Movnihan said yesterday that he remains
concerned ‘about the mining of the ports

which has twice voted to cut off fundmg for

cardine 10 sources who sav that units oper-

the Nicaraguan war.

atine from 2 ship controlled by the Central

- Intellicence Agency in the Pacific partici-

paied in_the gperation.
Though anti-Sandinista insurgents have

clzimed credit for the mining, a source fa-
miiayr with CIA briefings on the operafion
said that the units operatmv from the ship
are self-contained, and are composed of Sal-
vadorans and other Latin Amencans from
oulsige Nlcaravua

vices, mgaered by the sounds made by‘
ships traveling in the port and planted from.
smell boats operating from the ]arger
mother ship.

The mining operation, whxch has tar-
geted two Pacific Coast ports, Corinto and
Puerio Sandino, has been bitterly protested
by the Nicaraguan government, which has
accused the U.S. of p]aying a major role.

President Reagan, guestioned about the
meztier a! his news conference Wednesdav,
refused 10 comment, buf the issue has pro-
voked concern in Congress. even amgong
those supporting-ClA ald 10 the anti- Sandm

Without further funding. the administra-
tion. estimates that aid for the insurgents

will be exhausted by May, but there doesn’t

appear to have been a cutback in operations
to date. Though there are fewer armed and
trained fighters, the total insurgent force is
estxmated between 12,000 and 15,000, accord-
ing to sources, and the revised limit ap-
proved by the adminjstration is as high as
18,000.

Though the president enjoys b}pamsan
support in the Senate for at least Jimited
funding for the insurgents, such moderate
Republicans as Sen. William Cohen of Maine
have guestioned the mining in light of the
threat to economic targets,

The Senate Intelligence Comunittee hasn't
had 2 full briefing on the operation, but CIA
Director William_Casev recentlv_appeared
before the House Intellicence Committee,
where details of the mining were apparently

first disclosed to members Qf -Congress.

During Senate debate this week, the In-
telligence Committee chairman, Barry Gold:.

iSta insurgents.
Many in Congress have feared esca]anon
f the conflict 1f economic, as well as mili-
tary targets, are attacked. Alsg, there is
concern about the threat to non-Nicaraguan
ships using the same ports.

Corinto is the port most affected by the -
mining, according 1o government state-
ments in Nicaragua, and as many as seven
ships, four of themn foreign, have been de-
scribed as having hit mines since late Feb-
ruary. Two more vessels reportedly have hit
mines in the smaller ports of Puerto Sandino
and E] Bluff on the eastern Caribbean coast,
and ships at Puerto Sandino have come un-.
der attack from hlgh powered speedboats,
according 10 news’ reports from Nicara-
gua.

Two anti- Sandmlsta groups, the Nicara-
guen Democratic Force in the North and the
Revoluzionary Democratic Alliance in the
South, have claimed responsibility for the
mining and speedboat attacks, but Nicara-;
gua says the U.S. is directly responsible be- |
cause of the equipment used and skill ofi
these involved

“The ClA is current)y operaling under a’
§24 million_appropriation to fund the ant)-
Sendiniste insurgents, and the administra-
tion s seeking an additional §21 million for

water, (R., Ariz.} surprised other senators
by openly refemng to a document or paper
indjcafing -that (he administrason _had . di-
rectly authorized the mining. Mr. Goldwa-
ter's remarks were dropped_from. the pub-
lished record made available yesterday, and
while an aide to the senator dismissed the
matier, two other sources indicated that
suchi'@ paper or staff memo did exist.

The House briefing was, in any case,
more detailed, according 10 a source famil-
far with the presentation made by the CIA,
According to this source, the units operating
from the ship were described as separate
Trom the “contras.’’ or insurgent faction of
native Nicaraguans whom Mr. Reagan has
described om fighters’ bej
helped by the U.S.

The administration has denied that it

seeks to overthrow the leftist Nicaraguan
government, and in an éffort 1o reassure

senators, the president sent a letter 1o Ma--

jority Leader Howard Baker (R, Tenn.)
Wednesday night pledging that’ the U.s.

“does not seek to destabilize or overthrow '

the Sandinista regime.

both because of the threat 1o economic tar-

gets and potential violations of international.
laws of the sea,

* There was, unusually strong support
among members of the Intelligence Commit-
tee yesterday for an amendment to prohibit’
any aid to an individual or group seeking the
violent overthrow of a government in Cen-
tral America. Of the panel's 15 members,

-1 six Democrats, including Sen. Moynihan;

and one Republican, Mr. Cohen, backed the
proposal, but it was tabled by the GOP lead-
ersmp on a 51-44 roll call.

The Senate action came as Secretarv of
State George Shultz met privatelv with the
bipartisan leadership of the House on the

Central America_aid package, Sneaker‘

"Thomas O'Neill (D., Mass.) remains op[

-posed to any funding for the CIA operation,
‘ahd he Iater met wnh liberais pressyring for
‘a strong stand against the administration:
\?fﬁen‘me two _houses meel in conference 10
work_out the final form of the aid bill.
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