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Holdridge Heads for Indonesia, Leaves Behind Bureaucratic Wrangle
AN AP NEWS ANALYSIS, By Barry Schweid _ . STAT
WASHINGTON

Fecllocw:ng one of the Rezgan administrztion's most confusing and bruising

buresucratic bzttles, John Holdridge has been named ambassador to Indonesia.

The post is an important diplomatic assignment, since Indonesia is the fifth
rOsU populous nation in the world and a major oil progucer.

bBut scme U.S. officials lament that the lengthy wrangling that led to
Holdrigge ‘s appeintment also has had the effect of putting on hold the career of
cne of the State Department's leading Asian experts, Morton I. Abramowitz.

Holdridge's nominaticn ¢l ears the Senate, the 58~year-cld career
behind a big job to be filled in the Stzte Department and the
rnew detate over U.S. policy in the Far East, particularly China
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LaCe Hrldridge as azsistant secret cary of s tate for
2irs probably will be sucked into the st army tebate,

" ‘ 5 in Congress are expected to turn the nomination
hearing into a forum for attacking U.S. ties to Peking.

the running, the administrati settled on a2
ent Crane, for Indeonesiz. Acccrd‘nc o some repor ts,
1 Intelligence  Agency ungdercover agent with close

25py with the selection, and
sy over his selection in

Rey {ling, & former deputy director of the ({I4 who op
he hopes whoever 1s chosen will not overe mphasize the {mpo
China.

gosed Abramowitz, said
rtance of ties tD

"The idega that they are the 17th member of NATO is a crock,” he said in an
interview. "They're not playing our game, they are playing their gwn."
her capitelist countriegs in Asia vital. "We
81l of Europe,” he szid.
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Several cancidates for Holdridge's job at the State Depariment have surfaced.;

Gzsion Sigur of the hational Security Council and former Asiz
454 ua_ulnct: Universityv; Richard Armitage, deputy secretary of
r nal se curzgy affal rs; and Eugeneg Douglas, the
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v-turvy. the buregasucracy can be, there are even reports the
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