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New Afghan airm;izes
alleged by the C1A

By Daniel Scutherland
Staff correspondent of The Christian Scxence Momtor
. . Washington

Thbe US Central Intelhoence Agency has revealed new re-
ports of atrocities alleged to have been comrmtted by Soviet-
supported troops in Afghanistan.

In a letter to Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D) of Texas, CIA dlrec-
tor Stansfield Turner listed the followmg until-now
unreported events sald to have occurred in Afghamstan in
1979: : ¥

- ® Inretribution against a village that refused to cooperate

with the Kabul regime, Afghan troops destroyed the village !

and killed 20 of its inhabitants, The children among the vic-
tims were mutilated in front of their parents before the entire
group was slain.

® In another mczdent reportedly motxvated by retnbutxon
Afghan soldiers killed 300 villagers.

" Inaddition, the letter from Admiral 'ﬁu'ner sald that there . ;

had been reports of several cases of rape perpetrated by
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‘ Afohan soldler:, some of which were alleged |

to haveresulted in the victims’ deaths.

The CIA director said details of all of these
incidents had tobe omitted in order to protect
sources of information. He also said that
there have likely been numerous unreported'
incidentsof thiskind. - .

The CIA reports coincided with one froma
Cairo-based correspondent for the London
Observer, who said he had recently seen the

+ destruction of 80 percent of the villages along

one of Aighanistan’s main roads and with new

reports from other US government sources -
that the Soviets have used nerve gas in trymg .
to crush Afghan guerrillas. - < =

Admiral Turner’s letter to Senator
Bentsen came in response to a letter from the ]
senator asking for information about a report :

in The Christian Science Monitor Feb. 4 which’

quoted survivors' as saying that Afghan -

troops, under Soviet orders, had murdered

1,170 unarmed men and boys last April in the -
village of Kerala in eastern Afghanistan. ;- -

The CIA director said in his response that’
the agency was “‘almost certain’” that the al-
leged massacre did occur. He said CIA had no-
on-the-spot confirmation from its own sources
but noted that a strikingly similar account ap-

.peared in a Pakistani newspaper on Apru 29

1979.

Carter to seek a UN Security Council investi-
gation of the alleged massacre at Kerala. Ina.
letter to the President dated March 4, the sen-

" ator said that if the Soviet Union were to veto

speak volumes about Soviet conduct, and the .

_oneby the International Red Cross. /. .-;+:iT
: Observer, who was held captive by Afghan

" guerrillas, reported that 80 percent of the vil-.

“lages along most of the 22¢-mile main Kabul<
‘gunships. According to a United Press Inter-
_said - that _bundreds of -civilians,. includmg _
. cnmmate attacks by such gunshipss 774

+Carter . administration - sources, mean:,‘.
- while, said reports on the use of nerve gas by~

such an inquiry, then ‘““the veto itself would

debate leading to the veto will insure that the.
whole world will watch the debate and evalu-
atethecharges.” - - ;
He suggested that as altematlves the-
President might want to consider an investi-|
gation by the full UN General Assembly or;

On March 3, Shyam Bhatia of the London ’

Kandahar road “were just flattened” by rock-
ets  fired by - Soviet-supplied ~ helicopter

national report, the correspondent further

‘women and children,” were killed in mdu-

_the Soviets in Afghamstan were based not on
#clinical -evidence” but’ on, numerous ac-
‘counts from rerugees gathered over a penod
ot several months. ... - . =25 ».~~z~

- US State Department ofticfals began,re- J

As a result of Adrmral Tumer s report to-
him, Senator Bentsen has urged President .

e

porting some weeks ago that the Soviets had ™



