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dxsclo:ed “oplmon" ‘attnbuted to for=
.mer Atty. Cen. Griffin B; Bell freed
*President Carter and the Central In-
“telligence “Agency “from! complyma
s fully with a promise to give Congress "::
"prior rofocauon of covept CIA ac:
hons abroad. -

+"The “Beu opmxon " The Times™
learned Monday, held that the com-:*"
plex -language of Executive’ Order
19036 xs;ued Jan. 24, 1978, meant not
“prior”, notice as was generally as-:

i}

.

t

"sumed, but “timely” notice—which .2 . C

cm.ld come after the fact.
sto

3 IThat * opxmon whxch appears’;
‘have been drawn for Bell by the:Juss
‘tice ! Denartments Office!- of > Legal
iCounsel,” was-a “critical” -factor ‘in
igalting intelligence agencies and the! s
:White House to support the execulive .

~

N

3

#-as* that of Senate:: Resclutzon 400

;informed concerning intelligence ac~

‘txcxpated actwmes RO
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© 'The “Beil opinion” may explain the surprise of th Szn---
ate group Fep. 21 when. ‘Turmer testified that it had not °
been g2tting all the information it believed it wes getiing. - .

? Turner strongly objected to lanmJa ze in the new intel-

o :ligence charter, proposed by the conmuu.e> after years of .

‘according to one source; With—

tor Smnsfxeld Turner had been refus-:
ing to endorse the order; tundez whlch_
the CIA was to'operates it asiil-

5Congress has:been: unaware ‘of tne
opinion,” however, according “to 'a

~’spokesman for the’* Senate Intel-" ) ‘”I:'héhs‘r'hobcorrect

ligence Committee. He said the order
w~ had. been accepted at.face value by

the committee to mean prior notificg-}

tion, since it uses the same language

whxch set up. the Senate Intelhdence

it:The : President}i the es'i):lﬁ'tié"n'
states;'shall keep’ the House'and Sen=
tate.committees “fully.and currently

tivities; including any swmfxcant an~

out it ariother source said, CIA Direc. |- A:puzzled Sen. Walter D.:Huddleston, (D-Xy.), chairn

“man:of the subcommitiee that drafted the chaner com-=

- Administration sources said it illustrates the need for any i

zne'-’ouatmv with the Administration, because it wouid re- .-

quire notice in advance of covert CLA actions. That.was '
“unnecessary’ impreper and unwise,” he said.. e
Yet the charter language is again precisely the same as |

i} in- L.e Senate-resolution” and- thP execn.txws order-tnder—

5 o

REN

which the CLA has been cperating, i< i

plained that he and the full Intelligence Committe2 had
believed they ‘were receiving and had, except in one case,
rece.ved pnor noUce of actions undarta.\enby the CIA.

Turmr«saxd.-'He did not thén orla-
ter explain further, and the one excepm)n was’ not.de- .
tailed. - feERE :
Ttis understood howpvor, that Prosxdent Cartnr d not.
nomy the committes in. advance of operaticns mvol‘nnc'
“the secret return of six Americans who had been hiding
thé Canadian Embassy in Tehran. The Canadian go xem-~,
raént said, according to sources, that it-wolld not I*-*"u in
the  escape if members of Congress were notifiad, since any
leaks of such information would jeopardize | Can‘.dzan m lo-
‘matsin Iran as well as the six Americaps.7-: .5 PR
The story broke after the Canadians mth& ew all thbu' :
pemnnel from Tehran, - “5:3l. 37 !
- Whether this was the smf'le excepti

et N

-

10t mow*v but !

President to retain power to withhold sensmvn inform
tion in advance of a highly nsky operatxon
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